
Memoirs Of Reluctant Academic: A Journey
Through Higher Education
Are you curious about the life of an academic? Join us on a journey through the
captivating memoirs of a reluctant academic, as we explore the highs and lows of
pursuing knowledge within the realm of higher education. This gripping tale
provides an honest and relatable account of the challenges faced by those
dedicated to academia.

Academia: More Than Just Ivory Towers

From the da Vinci-like polymaths of Renaissance Italy to the brilliant minds
behind breakthrough scientific discoveries, academics have shaped the world we
live in. However, behind the scenes, their personal narratives often remain untold.
"Memoirs Of Reluctant Academic" sheds light on the intricate web of experiences,
emotions, and aspirations that underpin the pursuit of knowledge.
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Print length : 516 pages

Discover the captivating story behind 'Memoirs Of Reluctant Academic'.

The Reluctant Academic: A Unique Perspective

In this memoir, the author reveals a sense of unexpected vulnerability, illustrating
the internal dilemmas faced by many academics. We delve into the protagonist's
journey from their initial reluctance to embark on an academic career, right
through to their personal triumphs and revelations.

Through various anecdotes and introspective passages, the memoir offers an
opportunity to reflect on the often daunting path to academic success. From
battling imposter syndrome to navigating the challenging world of grant
applications, readers gain insights into the complex psychological landscape of
academia.

Unveiling the Ivory Tower Myths

Frequently portrayed as isolated ivory towers detached from the real world,
academia remains an enigma for many. "Memoirs Of Reluctant Academic" seeks
to debunk these myths by providing an authentic portrayal of the academic
environment.

Discover the camaraderie and rivalry within departments, the complexities of
academic politics, and the unique social dynamics that shape this intellectual
world. The memoir offers readers a chance to glimpse behind the walls of lecture
halls and immerse themselves in the interconnected community of scholars.
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A Journey Through Discipline and Passion

As we follow the protagonist's journey, we witness the transformative power of
discipline and passion. From late nights spent pouring over research papers to
the elation of breakthrough discoveries, the memoir explores both the academic's
dedication and the personal sacrifices made along the way.

The clash between personal life and professional ambitions is another prominent
theme. The memoir addresses the challenges of maintaining relationships,
making time for oneself, and finding solace in a world that prioritizes intellectual
pursuit.

A Must-Read for Academics and Curious Minds Alike

Whether you are considering a career in academia, currently pursuing higher
education, or simply intrigued by the inner workings of the academic world,
"Memoirs Of Reluctant Academic" is a must-read. Its relatable tales and heartfelt
narratives will leave you with a deeper understanding of the academic
experience.

The memoir also serves as a source of inspiration, encouraging readers to
embrace their own unique journey and reminding them that even the most
reluctant beginnings can lead to extraordinary achievements.
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The life story of B. E. Kipkorir (1939-2015) is a stunning account told with the
grace and ease of a seamless symphony; in captivating literary language,
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complete with rhetorical flashes of gripping phrases and simple sentences
mortised to astonishing tightness. It is a story about the ultimate triumph of a man
who beat great odds to scale the highest heights he possibly could.

A singular raconteur, the author weaves a tapestry – spanning many years – in
quick rapid fire, both vivid and compelling. It’s a story to make you laugh, a story
to make you cry, to build your faith to maximize your potential, for it is a story
about possibilities.

We read fascination as the quintessential Marakwet village boy, with almost
frightful upbringing turns into a consummate academic (albeit reluctantly), as he
makes an epic journey through GAS Tambach, Alliance High School, Makerere
University and finally, to Cambridge University, England.

Kipkorir, an amazing figure of pure will, took his burning ambition to equally
deadly and fierce combat zones of war: study, the corporate world and public
service; working, as a Deputy Clerk of the Sirikwa County Council, a lecturer at
the University of Nairobi, Executive Chairman of the Kenya Commercial Bank and
later, as Kenya’s Ambassador to Washington.

Then, in a cruel twist of fate, disaster struck the Kipkorir’s closely-knit family, with
the force of a hurricane - and the family was shaken to a jolt - when Kipkorir’s
wife, Lea, was diagnosed with cancer. The author nostalgically relieves his last
days with Lea, in a language that is heartbreaking, poetic and haunting; he
recounts joys past and envisions what could have been.

Despite the passionately penetrating, often unflattering accounts of his personal
and family life, these memoirs are a work of history. Of no less relevance are his
accounts of the incredibly amateurish approaches of European missionaries to
the social engineering of African societies and their culture, aided in so small



measure by colonial administrators, employing Africans’ own resources for the
purpose! These memoirs are the history of his people, both local and national, in
his time and circumstances. They inform and challenge. They are intended to
inspire others to contribute further to the illumination of our time.
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