
Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth: The Man Behind
the Legend

When it comes to iconic figures in history, few individuals can match the
enigmatic personality and profound impact of Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth. This
legendary figure not only played a crucial role in shaping the young state of Israel
but also stood as a symbol of resilience, determination, and leadership in the face
of adversity.

The Early Years
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Born on May 20, 1915, in Degania Alef, a kibbutz in British Mandate Palestine,
Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth was destined for greatness from an early age.
Growing up in a family deeply committed to the Zionist movement, his childhood
was marked by a strong sense of purpose and a dedication to the cause of
establishing a Jewish homeland.
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From a young age, Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth displayed remarkable
intellectual and physical prowess. He excelled in his studies, particularly history
and military strategy, paving the way for his future achievements. Additionally, his
love for adventure and exploration led him to explore various landscapes across
Palestine, nurturing a deep understanding of its terrain and people.

A Remarkable Military Career

One cannot discuss the life of Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth without highlighting
his exceptional military career. Joining the Haganah, the underground Jewish
army, at the tender age of 14, he quickly rose through the ranks, showcasing his
natural leadership abilities and tactical brilliance.
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During the Israeli War of Independence in 1948, Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth
played a pivotal role in many decisive battles and military operations. His
strategic thinking, coupled with his unparalleled knowledge of the terrain, became
instrumental in securing Israeli victories against all odds. It was during this time
that he also famously lost his eye, becoming instantly recognizable with his iconic
eye patch.

An Advocate for Peace

While Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth was undeniably a formidable military leader,
he also exhibited a deep commitment to achieving lasting peace in the region. As
Israel's Minister of Defense from 1967 to 1974, he actively pursued diplomatic
initiatives and engaged in negotiations with neighboring nations.

His most notable achievement in this regard was the signing of the Israel-Egypt
Peace Treaty in 1979, which marked the first successful peace agreement
between Israel and an Arab country. Dayan's relentless pursuit of peace
showcased his visionary approach, reinforcing his legacy as a statesman
dedicated to ensuring a harmonious future for Israel and its neighbors.

The Legacy Lives On

Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth's impact on Israeli society and the world at large
cannot be overstated. Beyond his military and political achievements, he was also
a prolific author, who penned several influential books reflecting on his
experiences and offering profound insights into the challenges of war and peace.

His unwavering commitment to the ideals of Zionism, his relentless pursuit of
justice, and his ability to unite people from all walks of life make him a truly
remarkable individual. Even today, his legacy continues to inspire leaders and



individuals alike, reminding us of the power of determination, courage, and
compassion.

Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth's life and legacy serve as a testament to the
indomitable human spirit and the transformative power of an unwavering belief in
a cause. His remarkable achievements, both on and off the battlefield, make him
an eternal symbol of courage, leadership, and unwavering dedication.

As we reflect on the life of Moshe Dayan Shabtai Teveth, we are reminded that
history is shaped by extraordinary individuals who refuse to settle for the status
quo. His story serves as a constant source of inspiration and a reminder that true
greatness lies in the ability to overcome adversity and strive for a brighter, more
inclusive future.
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“Rarely have people placed such profound trust in a single man”

But rarer still is how Moshe Dayan commanded the complete trust of the majority
of Israelis.
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Born in the first kibbutz in 1915, Moshe Dayan’s life was an unbroken chain of
war and death his constant companion.

As a teenager, he joined the Haganah and within a decade, had met two of the
three men he considered to have had the greatest influence on him - Yitzhak
Sadeh and Orde Wingate.

Losing his left eye to a sniper in 1941, while the psychological wound never truly
healed Dayan remained a force to be reckoned with.

Retiring as Chief of Staff in 1958, Dayan followed his father’s footsteps and
entered the world of politics, becoming first Minister of Agriculture and then
Defense, in 1959 and ’67 respectively.

In his lifetime, he became a symbol for the tiny country whose existence
continues purely by its courage in a sea of enemies that forever threaten its
destruction.

Brimming with personal insights, Shabtai Teveth’s 1972 biography is a
remarkable portrait of a remarkable man before he became Israel’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

Praise for Moshe Dayan

‘An informative and disarming biography’ – Kirkus Reviews

Praise for The Tanks of Tamuz

'An outstanding book' - General Moshe Dayan



Shabtai Teveth (1925-2014) was an Israeli journalist and historian. During the
1967 war he was official war correspondent for the Israeli army. In 2005 he was
awarded the state’s highest honour, the Israel Prize, for “lifetime achievement and
special contribution to society and the State”. His other works include The Cursed
Blessing and The Tanks of Tammuz.
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Explore the Past Like Never Before!
Have you ever wished you could dive into the pages of a history book
and experience the past firsthand? With interactive history adventures,
now you can! Unleash your inner...
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