
My Fight To Bring New African Voice To The
Climate Crisis

Climate change poses a significant threat to our planet and its inhabitants. As
global temperatures continue to rise, extreme weather events, rising sea levels,
and loss of biodiversity have become alarmingly commonplace. While the world
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grapples with finding solutions to combat climate change and protect the
environment, it is crucial that all voices are heard, including those from Africa.

My Journey Begins

Being born and raised in a small village in East Africa, I witnessed the devastating
effects of climate change firsthand. Droughts became more frequent, and crops
failed year after year, leaving communities without food or income. It was a harsh
reality that forced me to take action and fight for change.
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I understood the importance of highlighting the unique challenges faced by
African communities in the face of the climate crisis. Our voices needed to be
heard, and our experiences needed to be acknowledged in order to find
sustainable solutions. Thus, my journey to bring a new African voice to the
climate crisis began.

Raising Awareness and Building Networks
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One of the first steps I took was to engage with local communities and educate
them about the realities of climate change. I organized workshops, seminars, and
public discussions, sharing knowledge and practical solutions to mitigate the
impact of climate change. By raising awareness at a grassroots level, I aimed to
empower individuals and communities to take action and become climate change
champions in their own right.

Simultaneously, I recognized the importance of collaboration and networking. I
sought out like-minded individuals and organizations working towards similar
goals. Together, we formed partnerships, shared resources, and amplified our
collective voices. By joining forces, we were able to advocate for policies that
supported sustainable development and environmental conservation.

Challenges and Pushing Forward

Bringing a new African voice to the climate crisis was not without its challenges.
Limited access to information, financial constraints, and social barriers made it
difficult to reach a wider audience and effect meaningful change. However, I
remained determined and persistently sought solutions.

Recognizing the power of technology, I leveraged digital platforms to bridge the
gap. Utilizing social media, websites, and online forums, I disseminated
information, shared success stories, and connected with individuals from all
corners of the globe. These digital platforms became invaluable tools in
amplifying the African voice in the fight against climate change.

Impacting Policies and Promoting Sustainable Practices

Through consistent advocacy efforts, I witnessed the positive impact of our
collective actions. Our voices were not only being heard but were also helping
shape policies at local, national, and international levels. We partnered with



policymakers, scientists, and NGOs to bring about change through legislation and
innovative solutions.

Furthermore, it was vital to promote sustainable practices within African
communities. We worked closely with farmers to implement climate-smart
agriculture techniques, emphasizing the importance of soil preservation, water
conservation, and diversified crop production. By empowering communities with
the knowledge and tools to adapt to climate change, we aimed to build resilience
and safeguard livelihoods.

The fight against climate change requires a diverse range of voices. By bringing a
new African perspective to the climate crisis, we have not only highlighted unique
challenges but also provided fresh insights and approaches to combat the issue.
Through raising awareness, building networks, leveraging technology, impacting
policies, and promoting sustainable practices, I am proud to have played a part in
ensuring that Africa's voice is heard in the global fight against climate change.
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A manifesto and memoir about climate justice and how we can—and must—build
a livable future for all, inclusive to all, by a rising star of the global climate
movement

Leading climate justice activist Vanessa Nakate brings her fierce, fearless spirit,
new perspective, and superstar bona fides to the biggest issue of our time. In A
Bigger Picture, her first book, she shares her story as a young Ugandan woman
who sees that her community bears disproportionate consequences to the
climate crisis. At the same time, she sees that activists from African nations and
the global south are not being heard in the same way as activists from white
nations are heard. Inspired by Sweden’s Greta Thunberg, in 2019 Nakate
became Uganda’s first Fridays for Future protestor, awakening to her personal
power and summoning within herself a commanding political voice.
 
Nakate’s mere presence has revealed rampant inequalities within the climate
justice movement. In January 2020, while attending the World Economic Forum
in Davos, Switzerland, as one of five international delegates, including Thunberg,
Nakate’s image was cropped out of a photo by the Associated Press. The photo
featured the four other activists, who were all white. It highlighted the call Nakate
has been making all along: for both environmental and social justice on behalf of
those who have been omitted from the climate discussion and who are now
demanding to be heard.
 
From a shy little girl in Kampala to a leader on the world stage, A Bigger Picture is
part rousing manifesto and part poignant memoir, and it presents a new vision for
the climate movement based on resilience, sustainability, and genuine equity. 
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