
Ogimaa Kwe: The Inspiring Journey of
Minnesota's Native American Lieutenant
Governor

The Rise of Ogimaa Kwe

When we talk about leadership, we often think of prominent figures who have
shaped history. But in recent years, a wave of change has taken place, bringing
forth remarkable leaders belonging to marginalized communities.

One such extraordinary trailblazer is Ogimaa Kwe, the first Native American
woman to hold the prestigious position of Lieutenant Governor in the state of
Minnesota. Her journey is a testament to the resilience, perseverance, and
strength of Native American communities.
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A Beacon of Hope

Ogimaa Kwe, which means "Chief Woman" in the Ojibwe language, was born in
the heart of Minnesota. Growing up, she witnessed the challenges faced by her
community, including poverty, lack of access to quality education, and systemic
inequality.

However, Ogimaa Kwe did not allow these obstacles to deter her. She
understood the power of education in breaking the cycle of oppression and
pursued her studies with unmatched determination.

After graduating with honors from the University of Minnesota, Ogimaa Kwe
dedicated herself to uplifting her community. She worked tirelessly to improve
educational opportunities for Native American students and fought for tribal
sovereignty.

Trailblazing Achievements
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Ogimaa Kwe's relentless efforts did not go unnoticed. Her unwavering
commitment to justice and equality propelled her into the political arena, where
she broke barriers and shattered glass ceilings.

In 2020, she made history by becoming Minnesota's first Native American
Lieutenant Governor. This groundbreaking achievement not only represents a
personal triumph but symbolizes hope for an entire generation.

As Lieutenant Governor, Ogimaa Kwe has focused on addressing the
longstanding issues faced by Native American communities, including economic
disparities, environmental justice, and healthcare accessibility. Her dedication to
making meaningful change has brought new perspectives to the state's decision-
making processes.

A Voice for the Unheard

Ogimaa Kwe's journey is more than a personal success story. It shines a spotlight
on the struggles faced by Native Americans throughout history and provides a
voice for the unheard.

Her position as Lieutenant Governor has allowed her to advocate for policies that
center Indigenous rights and promote cultural preservation. She believes in the
power of storytelling and has used her platform to amplify the narratives of Native
American communities.

Inspiring the Next Generation

Ogimaa Kwe's journey serves as an inspiration to young Native American boys
and girls, proving that they too can overcome obstacles and make a difference.

She actively engages with youth, visiting schools and community centers to share
her story and encourage the pursuit of education and leadership. Ogimaa Kwe



firmly believes that education is the key to empowerment and aims to create a
brighter future for the generations to come.

Ogimaa Kwe's rise to the position of Lieutenant Governor is a remarkable
achievement that has touched hearts and minds, not only in Minnesota but
across the nation. Her unwavering dedication to her community and
determination to bring about positive change make her a true role model.

As we celebrate her accomplishments, let us also reflect on the importance of
diverse leadership and the transformational power it holds. Ogimaa Kwe's story
reminds us that no matter our backgrounds, we all have the potential to shape a
better and more inclusive future.
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The Minnesota Humanities Center presents Minnesota Native American Lives,
three stories of exceptional individuals across sports, language, and government!
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Peggy Flanagan is the Lieutenant Governor of Minnesota. This is the second-
highest office in the state. She is the first Native woman to hold such a high
elected statewide office in the United States. Her whole life she knew that the
school system doesn't tell American Indian stories in a true way. Peggy is working
hard to change how Native peoples' stories are told and to make life better for all
Minnesotans. Her story is a Minnesota Native American life.

The Minnesota Native American Lives Series includes biographies of Charles
Albert Bender, Ella Cara Deloria, and Peggy Flanagan. Read all three!
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