
One Voice Rising: The Life of Clifford Duncan

Clifford Duncan, a prominent Native American artist and activist, stood as a brave
advocate for tribal rights, cultural preservation, and environmental conservation.
Throughout his life, Duncan's voice echoed through the mountains and valleys,
resonating with the struggles and hopes of his people. His profound impact on
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Native American communities and his contributions to the world of art and
activism will forever be remembered and cherished.

A Native Artist's Journey

Born in 1942 on the Navajo Reservation in Arizona, Clifford Duncan was raised
within a community rich in heritage and traditions. From an early age, he
displayed a deep affinity for his cultural roots and a passion for creative
expression. His innate talent as an artist became evident through his intricate
sand paintings and vibrant pottery designs.
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While studying art at the University of New Mexico, Duncan honed his skills and
expanded his artistic repertoire. He explored various art forms, including painting,
sculpture, and jewelry making. Beyond mastering techniques, his work
transcended aesthetics; it became a powerful medium to convey the stories,
struggles, and spirituality of the Navajo people.
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A Lifelong Advocate

Clifford Duncan's journey as an artist soon intertwined with his fervent
commitment to activism. He recognized the urgent need to protect Native
American rights, preserve cultural heritage, and address environmental issues
that affected his people. Duncan's voice resonated with conviction, empowering
others to stand up against injustice.

As an advocate, Duncan actively participated in numerous protests, rallies, and
legal battles to protect tribal lands and sacred sites. He was instrumental in the
development of cultural programs aimed at preserving Native American traditions.
Duncan's unwavering dedication and his ability to mobilize people with his
passionate speeches earned him the reputation of a true leader.

Art as a Catalyst for Change
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Clifford Duncan's art not only showcased his extraordinary talent but also became
a catalyst for social and political change. Through his captivating paintings and
sculptures, he shed light on the rich cultural heritage of the Native American
tribes. His artwork often depicted traditional ceremonies, wildlife, and mythical
stories, bridging the gap between the past and present.

One of Duncan's most powerful creations was the renowned mural titled "One
Voice Rising." This masterpiece symbolized the unity of indigenous peoples,
showcasing their resilience and determination in the face of adversity. The mural
became an emblem of hope and a source of inspiration for countless individuals
fighting for justice and equality.



A Legacy Carved in Stone

Clifford Duncan's legacy extends far beyond his artistic achievements and
activism. His unwavering commitment to his roots, his deep love for the land, and
his indomitable spirit continue to inspire generations to come. His influence is
evident in the work of countless young Native American artists, who carry on his
vision and utilize art as a means of storytelling and empowerment.
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In recognition of Duncan's invaluable contributions, numerous awards and honors
were bestowed upon him throughout his lifetime. Despite his passing in 2018, his
voice remains resolute in the hearts and minds of all those he touched.

The life of Clifford Duncan serves as a powerful reminder of the transformative
power of art and the indomitable spirit of activism. His artistic brilliance and
unwavering dedication to his people left an indelible mark on both Native
American culture and the global fight for justice and equality. Duncan's voice,
which rose from the Navajo Reservation to touch the hearts of many, will continue
to echo through the ages, inspiring change and unity for generations to come.
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One Voice Rising is a memoir by Ute healer, elder, and historian Clifford Duncan,
as told to Anglo writer, Linda Sillitoe. Duncan (1933–2014) was an inspiring
leader and a powerful medicine man, and he was, as Sillitoe wrote,
“simultaneously one of the most bicultural and traditional American Indians in the
West.” Duncan here covers both personal and tribal history during a crucial
period in the tribe’s development. His discussions with Sillitoe offer a unique look
at individual and societal issues, including the Native American Church, powwows
and tribal celebrations, and interactions with the larger world. George Janecek’s

FREE

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEF5MjUvYVZWZXNHc1k5WGdSTEsxNWlEc1g0WEpRRDFTRFdYTXVKU1JvNGh0c0VMa3V5VjcvMTgycDJrSmlNUlNaYjBUMGgvQktyYldkdko0UWMwVzZRPT0=:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEF5MjUvYVZWZXNHc1k5WGdSTEsxNWlEc1g0WEpRRDFTRFdYTXVKU1JvNGh0c0VMa3V5VjcvMTgycDJrSmlNUlNaYjBUMGgvQktyYldkdko0UWMwVzZRPT0=:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEF5MjUvYVZWZXNHc1k5WGdSTEsxNWlEc1g0WEpRRDFTRFdYTXVKU1JvNGh0c0VMa3V5VjcvMTgycDJrSmlNUlNaYjBUMGgvQktyYldkdko0UWMwVzZRPT0=:f4.pdf


photographs of Clifford Duncan and his world expand the impact of Duncan’s
words.

 

“Everything was Indian then, when I was a boy. They had to explain to us about
the white man's side. Now everything is in the white man's world and we teach
Indian ways.”

—Clifford Duncan (from the book)
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