Oriana Fallaci: The Journalist, The Agitator,
The Legend

Oriana Fallaci, an ltalian journalist, author, and political interviewer, is known for
her fearless pursuit of truth and her unapologetic style. With a career spanning
nearly five decades, Fallaci has left an indelible mark on the field of journalism,

challenging established norms and bringing attention to critical issues.

Born on June 29, 1929, in Florence, Italy, Fallaci grew up in a political household.
Her father was an anti-fascist who fought against Benito Mussolini's regime, and
her mother worked for a local resistance movement during World War Il. This
early exposure to political activism would shape Fallaci's career and drive her

relentless pursuit of justice.

The Fearless Journalist

Fallaci began her career as a journalist in the 1950s, working for various ltalian
newspapers. It was during this time that she honed her skills as an interviewer,
known for her ability to extract profound insights from her subjects. Her interviews
were often confrontational, challenging the powerful and holding them

accountable for their actions.
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One of Fallaci's most famous interviews was with Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
the Supreme Leader of Iran, in 1979. This interview, conducted just months
before the Iranian Revolution, showcased Fallaci's fearlessness and
determination to uncover the truth. Despite facing death threats from religious
extremists, Fallaci persisted and presented a no-holds-barred account of

Khomeini's beliefs and intentions.

Throughout her career, Fallaci interviewed numerous prominent figures, including
Henry Kissinger, Muammar Gaddafi, and Indira Gandhi. She challenged their
policies and beliefs, often provoking strong reactions. Her direct questioning and
refusal to back down from controversy earned her both praise and criticism, but

never indifference.

The Agitator

Fallaci's reputation as an agitator stems from her unapologetic approach to
journalism. She believed that journalists had a responsibility not only to report the
facts but also to provoke thought and challenge the status quo. Fallaci was not
content with simply recounting events; she sought to inspire change and expose

injustices.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Fallaci became an icon of the feminist movement
through her writings and activism. Her groundbreaking book, "The Useless Sex,"

criticized traditional gender roles and advocated for women's liberation. Her
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unabashed opinions and bold statements attracted both fervent supporters and

vehement critics, but she remained steadfast in her convictions.

As an agitator, Fallaci was fiercely independent and unafraid to express her
views. She vehemently opposed the Vietnam War, calling it a senseless conflict
that should be stopped immediately. Her anti-war stance landed her on Richard

Nixon's infamous "Enemies List," a badge of honor for her defiance.

The Legend

Oriana Fallaci's legacy as a legendary journalist and agitator continues to
resonate today. Her fearless pursuit of truth, her unwavering commitment to
justice, and her uncompromising style have inspired countless journalists and

activists.

Fallaci's impact extends beyond her journalistic contributions. She was a prolific
author, penning numerous books that explored political, historical, and social
issues. Her works, including "Interview with History" and "A Man," captured her
unique perspective and unyielding passion. Through her writing, Fallaci
challenged readers to question established narratives and embrace their own

convictions.

Unfortunately, Fallaci's career was cut short by her battle with cancer. She
passed away on September 15, 2006, leaving a void in the world of journalism
and activism. However, her legacy lives on, inspiring journalists to fearlessly

pursue the truth and agitate for change.

In

Oriana Fallaci was more than a journalist; she was a force of nature. Her

relentless pursuit of truth, her unapologetic style, and her fearless confrontation of



power have earned her a rightful place in history. Her impact on journalism and
activism cannot be overstated, and her legacy continues to inspire a new

generation of truth-seekers and agitators.

As we reflect on Fallaci's life and career, we are reminded of the power of
journalism to shape the world. It is a reminder that we, as journalists or
consumers of news, must advocate for fearless reporting and challenge the
established norms. Fallaci's example serves as a rallying cry for journalists to

never shy away from controversy and always strive for the truth.
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A landmark biography of the most famous ltalian journalist of the twentieth
century, an inspiring and often controversial woman who defied the codes of

reportage and established the "La Fallaci" style of interview.

Oriana Fallaci is known for her uncompromising vision. To retrace Fallaci's life

means to retrace the course of history from World War Il to 9/11.
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As a child, Fallaci enlisted herself in the Italian Resistance alongside her father.
Her hatred of fascism and authoritarian regimes would accompany her
throughout her life. Covering the entertainment industry early on in her career,
she created an original, abrasive interview style, focusing on her subject's
emotions, contradictions, and facial expressions more than their words. When
she grew bored of interviewing movie stars and directors, she turned her attention
to the greatest international figures of the time: Khomeini, Gaddafi, Indira Gandhi,
and Kissinger, placing herself front and center in the story. Reporting from the
front lines of the world's greatest conflicts, she provoked her own controversies

wherever she was stationed, leaving behind epic collateral damage in her wake.

Thanks to unprecedented access to personal records, Cristina De Stefano brings
back to life a remarkable woman whose groundbreaking work and torrid love
affairs will not soon be forgotten. Oriana Fallaci allows a new generation to
discover her story, and witness the passionate, persistent journalism that we

urgently need in these times of upheaval and uncertainty.
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