
Phillis Wheatley Social Studies Readers - A
Journey through History
Are you ready to embark on an exciting journey through history? Join us as we
delve into the fascinating world of Phillis Wheatley, a prominent figure in
American literature and the first African-American woman to publish a book of
poetry. In this article, we will explore the significance of Wheatley's works and
how she left an indelible mark in the field of social studies.

The Life and Times of Phillis Wheatley

Phillis Wheatley was born in West Africa and captured and enslaved at the age of
seven. She was transported to the Thirteen Colonies where she was purchased
by the Wheatley family. Despite being enslaved, Phillis received an education and
demonstrated exceptional talent in poetry.

Her first book, "Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral," was published
in 1773, making her the first African-American woman to publish a book of poetry.
This extraordinary achievement not only challenged prevailing racial stereotypes
but also served as an inspiration for future generations of African-American
writers.
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Exploring Wheatley's Works

Wheatley's poems often addressed the themes of religion, morality, and identity.
Her works reflected the influence of Neoclassical poetry, emphasizing reason,
elegance, and harmony. Through her powerful words, she explored the
experiences of being enslaved, the quest for freedom, and the challenging
realities of living in a society marked by racial divisions.

One of Wheatley's most famous poems, "On Being Brought from Africa to
America," resonates with readers even today. It tackles the issue of slavery and
the complexities of identity. By examining her writings, readers can gain a deeper
understanding of the historical context of slavery and the struggles faced by
African-Americans during that era.

Impact on Social Studies

Phillis Wheatley's contribution to social studies is immense. Her works serve as
an invaluable resource for educators and students alike, providing a unique
perspective on American history and culture. By studying her poems, readers can
gain insights into the social, political, and philosophical ideas that shaped the
American Revolution and the early years of the United States.

Wheatley's poems can be used as a starting point for classroom discussions on
important issues such as race, equality, and the power of literature to create
social change. By engaging with her works, students can develop critical thinking
skills and learn to appreciate different perspectives, fostering a more inclusive
and tolerant society.
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Phillis Wheatley's poetry can be incorporated into various aspects of the
curriculum, including English literature, history, and social studies. By analyzing
and interpreting her works, students can deepen their understanding of the
historical context and expand their knowledge of African-American literature.

Teachers can organize interactive activities and assignments to encourage
students to explore Wheatley's poetry in depth. They can be asked to analyze the
symbolism, themes, and rhetorical devices employed in her works. Additionally,
students can compare her poems with those of other contemporary poets to gain
a broader perspective.

Phillis Wheatley's significance in the field of social studies cannot be overstated.
Her poetry offers a unique lens through which we can view the struggles and
triumphs of African-Americans during a crucial period in American history. By
incorporating her works into the curriculum, educators can create a more
inclusive learning environment and foster deeper understanding and empathy
among their students.

Join us on this enriching journey through history as we celebrate the legacy of
Phillis Wheatley, a true pioneer in literature and social studies!
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Introduce your students to the life of Phillis Wheatley, the first African American to
have a book published in the United States. Students will explore the author's
early years in the colonies where she learned to read and write. This intriguing e-
Book breathes life into the pages of history with primary source documents,
featuring images of how life was like during America's early years. Build literacy
and subject content knowledge with this high-interest book that explores history
and other social studies topics. The Phillis Wheatley reader contains text features
such as captions, headings, glossary, and index to increase understanding and
build academic vocabulary. Aligned to McREL, WIDA/TESOL, NCSS/C3
Framework and other state standards, this text readies students for college and
career readiness.
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