
Queens of the Crusades: Unveiling the
Forgotten Heroines
The Long-Forgotten Queens Who Shaped the Crusades Era

"Queens of the Crusades" is a historical journey that unveils the remarkable
stories of extraordinary women who played a pivotal role in the Crusades, an era
characterized by religious fervor, political intrigue, and epic battles. These queens
not only supported their husbands in their quest for reclaiming the Holy Lands but
also emerged as influential leaders in their own right, defying societal norms and
leaving an indelible mark on history.

The Rise of Powerful Queens: Defying Expectations

Among the most renowned Queens of the Crusades was Eleanor of Aquitaine.
Known for her beauty, intelligence, and political astuteness, Eleanor was the
Queen consort of both France and England, and her influence extended far
beyond her royal titles. Her support for the Crusades was unwavering, and she
often accompanied her husband, King Louis VII, on expeditions, proving her
determination and commitment to the cause.

Another prominent figure was Queen Melisende of Jerusalem. As the daughter of
Baldwin II, Melisende inherited a kingdom torn by internal conflicts. However,
through her diplomacy and strategic skills, she managed to stabilize the kingdom
and become one of the most successful rulers of the time. Melisende's reign was
a testament to the fact that queens were capable of not only ruling but also
shaping the course of history through their decisions.
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The Queen Who Led Crusaders: The Phenomenal Eleanor of Castile

Eleanor of Castile, the wife of Edward I of England, stands out among the
Queens of the Crusades. Known for her unwavering dedication, Eleanor
accompanied her husband on the Ninth Crusade, defying societal expectations of
women staying at home. Her presence on the battlefield and resilience earned
her the nickname "the Lioness of England."

Eleanor of Castile's legacy goes beyond her military exploits. She was known for
her philanthropy and architectural patronage, commissioning numerous
architectural marvels such as the Eleanor Crosses as monuments to
commemorate her journey during the Crusades. Her influence can still be
witnessed in the stunning crosses that dot the English landscape, reminding us of
the courage and determination of Queens of the Crusades.

Reclaiming Their Stories: The Forgotten Heroines

Despite their significant contributions, the stories of these remarkable queens
have often been overshadowed by those of their male counterparts. However,
rediscovering and celebrating their accomplishments is crucial in understanding
the multifaceted nature of the Crusades era.
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By uncovering the lives of Queens of the Crusades through extensive research,
we can shed light on the hidden narratives and acknowledge the vital roles
played by these extraordinary women. Their achievements serve as a testament
to the power of resilience, leadership, and perseverance in shaping history.

The Queens of the Crusades were not mere bystanders in history; they were
powerful figures who defied norms, supported their husbands on perilous quests,
and left a lasting impact on the course of history. Their contributions to diplomacy,
governance, and military leadership have been overlooked for far too long.

It is time to honor the memory of these forgotten heroines, recognizing their
pivotal role and restoring them to their rightful place in history. By acknowledging
their achievements, we gain a deeper understanding of the complexities and
dynamic nature of the Crusades era, and the enduring strength of the Queens
who shaped it.
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Packed with incredible true stories and legendary medieval intrigue, this epic
narrative history chronicles the first five queens from the powerful royal family that
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ruled England and France for over three hundred years.

The Plantagenet queens of England played a role in some of the most dramatic
events in our history. Crusading queens, queens in rebellion against their king,
seductive queens, learned queens, queens in battle, queens who enlivened
England with the romantic culture of southern Europe—these determined women
often broke through medieval constraints to exercise power and influence, for
good and sometimes for ill.

This second volume of Alison Weir’s critically acclaimed history of the queens of
medieval England now moves into a period of even higher drama, from 1154 to
1291: years of chivalry and courtly love, dynastic ambition, conflict between
church and throne, baronial wars, and the ruthless interplay between the rival
monarchs of Britain and France. We see events such as the murder of Becket,
the Magna Carta, and the birth of parliaments from a new perspective.

Weir’s narrative begins with the formidable Eleanor of Aquitaine, whose marriage
to Henry II established a dynasty that ruled for over three hundred years and
created the most powerful empire in western Christendom—but also sowed the
seeds for some of the most destructive family conflicts in history and for the
collapse, under her son King John, of England’s power in Europe. The lives of
Eleanor’s four successors were just as remarkable: Berengaria of Navarre, queen
of Richard the Lionheart; Isabella of Angoulême, queen of John; Alienor of
Provence, queen of Henry III; and finally Eleanor of Castile, the grasping but
beloved wife of Edward I.

Through the story of these first five Plantagenet queens, Alison Weir provides a
fresh, enthralling narrative focusing on these fascinating female monarchs during
this dramatic period of high romance and sometimes low politics, with determined
women at its heart.
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