Raymond Collishaw And The Black Flight:
Unveiling the Legendary Ace's Heroics In the
Skies
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The history of aviation is adorned with extraordinary individuals who pushed the

limits of the possible in the skies. Among these pioneers, few names shine as
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brightly as that of Raymond Collishaw and his infamous squadron known as The
Black Flight. Led by this fearless Canadian fighter ace, The Black Flight achieved
remarkable feats during World War |, leaving an indelible mark in the annals of

aviation history.

The Rise of an Ace

Raymond Collishaw, born on November 22, 1893, in Nanaimo, British Columbia,
was destined for greatness from an early age. Fascinated by flight, he enlisted in

the Royal Naval Air Service when war erupted in 1914, swiftly earning his wings

as a pilot.
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Collishaw's keen intellect and his relentless drive for excellence propelled him up
the ranks. He soon found himself commanding the prestigious No. 3 Naval
Squadron, which later became famously known as The Black Flight. This
squadron would come to be revered for its extraordinary black-painted aircraft

that struck fear into the hearts of the enemy.

The Adventures of The Black Flight
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The Black Flight earned its reputation through a series of highly successful
bombing and strafing missions. Their black aircraft, adorned with roaring lions
and menacing emblems, swiftly became a symbol of fear on the Western Front.
Collishaw, with his daring nature, led his squadron through countless dogfights,

demonstrating his exceptional aerial prowess.

One of the most remarkable engagements involving The Black Flight was their
encounter with none other than the legendary German Air Force ace, Manfred
von Richthofen, famously known as the Red Baron. In an intense duel in the
skies, Collishaw and his skilled pilots managed to repel and outwit the enemy's

best, leaving von Richthofen and his squadron humbled.

Legacy and Recognition

Collishaw and The Black Flight's accomplishments did not go unnoticed. Their
fearless and strategic approach to air combat garnered them immense admiration
and respect. Collishaw himself became one of the highest-scoring aces of World
War |, with an astonishing 60 confirmed victories. The Black Flight's triumphs

significantly contributed to the ultimate success of Allied operations.

After the war, Collishaw played a pivotal role in the establishment of the Royal
Canadian Air Force. He continued influencing and shaping aviation history as an

instructor, passing on his knowledge and expertise to a new generation of pilots.

The Legend Lives On

The legacy of Raymond Collishaw and his legendary Black Flight lives on,
inspiring aviators and aviation enthusiasts to this day. The bravery, skill, and
audacity displayed by this extraordinary Canadian ace continue to captivate

imaginations worldwide.



Raymond Collishaw's name will forever be associated with the Black Flight and
their black-painted aircraft, symbolizing the courage and resilience of those who

dare to take to the skies.

Raymond Collishaw's fearless leadership and his squadron's extraordinary
achievements have rightly earned their place in the pantheon of aviation heroes.
Their exploits serve as a testament to human ingenuity, perseverance, and the
unrelenting pursuit of victory against all odds. The legacy of The Black Flight shall

forever echo through the pages of history, inspiring generations to come.
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The first comprehensive biography of Canada’s third-highest- scoring ace in the
First World War.

Ever wondered what it would be like to fly a biplane or triplane in the First World
War? Raymond Collishaw and the Black Flight takes you to the Western Front
during the Great War. Experience the risks of combat and the many close calls

Collishaw had as a pilot, flight commander, and squadron leader. Understand the
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courage Collishaw and his fellow flyers faced every day they took to the air in

their small, light, and very manoeuvrable craft to face the enemy.

As the third-highest-scoring flying ace among British and colonial pilots in the
First World War, scoring 60 victories, Collishaw was only surpassed by Billy
Bishop and Edward Mannock. This book traces Collishaw’s life from humble

beginnings in Nanaimo, British Columbia, to victories in the skies over France.
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