
Rhodesian National Service Officer: Unveiling
the Untold Story of the Bush War
Join us on an extraordinary journey back in time as we unravel the untold story of
a legendary Rhodesian National Service officer who valiantly served his country
during the tumultuous Bush War era. Prepare to be captivated by this captivating
tale of bravery, sacrifice, and resilience.

A Hero's Calling

In the heart of Rhodesia, amidst the blistering heat and dense jungles, Major
James Anderson found himself answering a calling far greater than himself. It
was the late 1960s, and the Bush War was escalating, pitting the Rhodesian
security forces against communist-backed guerrilla groups.

As a fresh-faced graduate from one of Rhodesia's esteemed military academies,
Major Anderson's enthusiasm to defend his homeland burned fervently within
him. Raised with a love for his country and a strong sense of duty, he willingly
placed his life on the line to protect the people and values he held dear.
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Armed with unparalleled courage and an unwavering determination, Major
Anderson spearheaded countless missions throughout the war, leading his troops
from the front lines. His fearless leadership, combined with his innate
understanding of the terrain, made him a force to be reckoned with.

Surviving the Unknown

The Bush War, enveloped in uncertainty and chaos, tested the mettle of every
Rhodesian National Service officer. Major Anderson was no exception - as he
navigated through the unforgiving African bush, he encountered enemy
ambushes, landmines, and relentless guerilla attacks.

The long and treacherous nights he spent patrolling dangerous territories
weighed heavily on him. Yet, he persevered, clutching onto the indomitable spirit
of his unit. Together, they tightened their ranks, developing an unbreakable bond
forged by the shared experiences of war.

Adapting to the ever-changing landscape of the guerrilla warfare scene, Major
Anderson employed unconventional tactics and strategies to outmaneuver his
enemies. His ability to think on his feet ultimately prevented countless tragedies
and saved numerous lives in the process.

The Price of Valor

While Major Anderson's ingenuity and courage led to many victories, they also
came at a great personal cost. The devastating impact of war etched deep scars
in his psyche. He witnessed friends and comrades fall beside him, their sacrifice
a constant reminder of the price of valor.
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The toll of the Bush War was not limited to the battlefield alone. The separation
from loved ones, the burden of responsibility, and the ever-present fear of the
unknown took a toll on Major Anderson's mental and emotional well-being. Yet,
he pressed on, compelled by an unwavering commitment to duty.

A Lasting Legacy

As Rhodesia transitioned into Zimbabwe, the war eventually came to an end.
Major Anderson's indelible impact, however, continues to resonate with the
generations that followed. His unwavering sacrifice and the unwavering spirit of
his fellow servicemen serve as a testament to the strength of the human spirit in
times of adversity.

To this day, Major James Anderson remains an embodiment of the courageous
men and women who fought tirelessly to protect Rhodesia during the Bush War.
His story of resilience, sacrifice, and love for his country serves as a reminder of
the countless unsung heroes who have dedicated their lives to safeguarding the
ideals they hold dear.

The tale of Rhodesian National Service Officer James Anderson is one that
deserves to be told and remembered. Through his unwavering courage and
resilience, he exemplified the best of what it means to be a soldier and a patriot.
The Bush War may have come and gone, but the legacy of Major Anderson and
his compatriots will forever live on in the annals of Rhodesian history.
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The experiences of a young soldier on the frontlines of the Rhodesian Bush War
are vividly recounted in this personal memoir.

In A Walk Against the Stream, Tony Ballinger tells of his eighteen months of
compulsory service as a young national service officer in the Rhodesian army.
Stationed in Victoria Falls, Rhodesia, he faced down enemy territory just across
the Zambezi river in Zambia.

Initially allocated to 4th platoon, 4 Independent company Rhodesia Regiment
(RR) as a subaltern and later on as a 1st Lieutenant in support company 2RR,
the story starts with the author’s training and deployment. The events that unfold
contain interesting military encounters, including battles against the Zambian
army and revolutionary guerillas.

But Ballinger also explores the human side of his time in the service: his love of a
country falling apart, the relationship he forms with a local woman; and how their
love, hope and dreams are snatched away by unfolding events. This is a riveting
personal tale, interspersed with dozens of the author’s personal photographs.
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