Rise Up: Confronting Country At The
Crossroads

Country music has always been deeply rooted in storytelling, reflecting both the
struggles and triumphs of ordinary people. It appeals to a wide audience, with its
relatable lyrics and heartfelt melodies. However, like any other genre, country
music has also evolved over time, adapting to the changing tastes and social

climates.

In recent years, the country music industry has witnessed a significant shift
towards a more mainstream sound, incorporating elements of pop and rock.
While this evolution has undoubtedly attracted a larger fanbase, it has also
sparked a passionate debate among purists who argue that country music should

stay true to its traditions.

This clash of perspectives has brought the genre to a crossroads, where artists
and fans alike are grappling with the question of how to move forward while
preserving the essence of country music. The rise of a new wave of artists who
are unafraid to challenge the norms has added fuel to the fire, igniting a

movement that is now known as "Rise Up."
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The Origins of Rise Up

Rise Up was born out of a collective desire to confront the country music industry
and push for a return to its roots. It emerged as a grassroots movement
spearheaded by artists, industry insiders, and fans who felt that the genre was

losing its authenticity.

At the heart of this movement is an unwavering belief that country music should
celebrate the stories of ordinary people, often tackling themes of love, loss, and
perseverance. Rise Up aims to champion artists who are dedicated to upholding

these values and staying true to the genre's heritage.

Redefining the Sound

One of the main goals of Rise Up is to redefine the sound of country music,
taking it back to its roots while infusing it with fresh perspectives and
contemporary influences. It strives to create a space where artists can

experiment and innovate without compromising the genre's authenticity.

Some rising stars of the Rise Up movement, such as Sturgill Simpson and Margo
Price, have gained critical acclaim for their ability to blend traditional and modern
sounds seamlessly. Their music resonates with a new generation of listeners who

are hungry for heartfelt stories delivered with an infectious energy.

The Role of Lyrics

Lyrics have always been at the heart of country music, telling stories that

resonate with listeners on a deep emotional level. Rise Up recognizes the power
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of words and encourages artists to prioritize meaningful and thought-provoking

lyrics in their songs.

While catchy hooks and infectious melodies certainly have their place in music,
Rise Up calls for a return to the storytelling prowess that made country music
great. It challenges artists to delve into the human experience, capturing both the

joys and pains of life in their lyrics.
The Influence of Social Issues

Rise Up also champions the integration of social issues into country music,
recognizing that the genre has the potential to spark important conversations and
bring about positive change. Artists within the movement often tackle topics such
as mental health, poverty, and racial inequality, using their platforms to raise

awareness and inspire empathy.

While some country traditionalists argue that politics should be kept separate
from music, Rise Up defies this notion, believing that art should reflect the world
we live in. By addressing pressing social issues, country music can become a

catalyst for social change and give a voice to those who are often unheard.

Rise Up: A Call to Action

Rise Up is not just a movement; it's a call to action for fans, artists, and industry
professionals who are passionate about preserving the soul of country music. It
encourages everyone to support artists who embody the values of the genre and

to seek out music that tells genuine stories.

If you're tired of formulaic songs and longing for a return to the authenticity and

sincerity that country music once embodied, join the Rise Up movement.



Together, we can shape the future of the genre and ensure that the stories of

ordinary people continue to be celebrated.
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NOW A NATIONAL BESTSELLER

WITH ANEW PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR

“This man is a gift from God to the world. This book is a gift from Al Sharpton to

us. Let’s appreciate them both.”—Michael Eric Dyson

Beginning with a foreword by Michael Eric Dyson, Rise Up is a rousing call to
action for our nation, drawing on lessons learned from Reverend Al Sharpton’s

unique experience as a politician, television and radio host, and civil rights leader.

Rise Up offers timeless lessons for anyone who’s stood at the crossroads of their

personal or political life, weighing their choices of how to proceed.

When the young Alfred Charles Sharpton told his mother he wanted to be a

preacher, little did he know that his journey would also lead him to prominence as
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a politician, founder of the National Action Network, civil rights activist, and
television and radio talk show host. His enduring ability and willingness to take on
the political power structure makes him the preeminent voice for the modern era,

a time unprecedented in its challenges.

In Rise Up, Reverend Sharpton revisits the highlights of the Obama
administration, the 2016 election and Trump’s subsequent hold on the GOP, and
draws on his decades-long experience with other key players in politics and
activism, including Shirley Chisholm, Hillary Clinton, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

and more.

The time has come to take a hard look at our collective failures and shortcomings
and reclaim our core values in order to build a clear and just path forward for

America. Our nation today stands at a crossroads—and change can’t wait.

“Full of history, honesty, and valuable suggestions, Rise Up should be a staple in
every home, school and library as an essential primer on civil and political rights

in America.”—Martin Luther King, Ill

“If you want to learn how to use your voice to change a nation, you should study

closely this man—and this book.” —Van Jones

“My Bed-Stuy (do or die) brother has been at the forefront of our battles again
and again. From way back in da way back to this present revolution the world is
in now, Rev. has been about Black Lives Matter from the jump, also at a time
when it was not the most popular or hip thing to be about. | look forward, standing
next to him, to see, to witness this new energy, this new day that is about to be in

these United States of America.”—Spike Lee



Don't miss Rev. Sharpton's new book, Righteous Troublemakers: Untold Stories

of the Social Justice Movement in America.
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