
Running To The Fire: Igniting Courage and
Overcoming Challenges
In life, we often encounter situations that test our limits and push us to our
breaking point. These challenges can be overwhelming and intimidating, causing
many to shy away or seek comfort in familiar grounds. However, there are those
rare individuals who embrace these adversities head-on, running towards the fire
instead of away from it. Their unwavering courage and determination can inspire
us all to face our own trials with a renewed spirit.

The Flames of Adversity

Adversity comes in many forms: personal hardships, professional setbacks, or
even societal crises. It is during these trying times that our character is truly
tested. Some choose to play it safe, avoiding risks and maintaining the status
quo. Others, however, decide to defy the odds and conquer their fears. These
brave souls are the ones running to the fire.

Running to the fire means venturing into the unknown, willingly exposing yourself
to the heat and intensity of challenging situations. It means taking that leap of
faith in pursuit of personal growth, professional success, or even societal change.
This act requires courage, resilience, and an unwavering belief in oneself.
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Igniting Courage

Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the ability to move forward in spite
of it. When faced with daunting obstacles, running to the fire requires a deep well
of courage. It is this courageous act that allows individuals to break free from their
comfort zones and pursue their dreams.

Whether it's starting a new business, speaking up for what is right, or facing
personal demons, running to the fire demands a willingness to face discomfort
and uncertainty. It means silencing that inner voice of doubt and trusting in your
abilities. By igniting their courage, these individuals can overcome any challenge
that comes their way.

Overcoming Challenges

Running to the fire is not without its obstacles. It requires resilience and a
willingness to persevere in the face of adversity. Challenges may arise in various
forms, such as setbacks, failure, or criticism. However, these trials should not
deter us from our chosen path.
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One must remember that failure is not an endpoint but rather a stepping stone
towards success. Each setback provides an opportunity for growth and learning.
Running to the fire means embracing these challenges and using them as fuel to
propel oneself forward. It is through these struggles that true strength and
resilience are forged.

Inspiring Others

When individuals run to the fire, they inspire those around them to do the same.
Their courageous acts ignite a spark in others, showing them what is possible
when fear is overcome. By leading by example, these individuals create a ripple
effect of bravery and resilience.

Oftentimes, society needs individuals who are willing to challenge the status quo,
speak up against injustice, or take risks for the greater good. These trailblazers
inspire change and ignite movements that can shape the world. They show us
that running to the fire is not only beneficial for personal growth but can also have
a profound impact on society as a whole.

Running to the fire is a mindset, a choice to embrace challenges rather than shy
away from them. It requires courage, resilience, and unwavering belief in oneself.
Those who dare to run to the fire inspire others and create positive change in
their wake. So, when life presents you with difficult choices, remember the
benefits of running to the fire and let your courage guide you towards overcoming
your challenges.
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In the streets of Addis Ababa in 1977, shop-front posters illustrate Uncle Sam
being strangled by an Ethiopian revolutionary, parliamentary leaders are
executed, student protesters are gunned down, and Christian mission converts
are targeted as imperialistic sympathizers. Into this world arrives sixteen-year-old
Tim Bascom, whose missionary parents have brought their family from a small
town in Kansas straight into Colonel Mengistu’s Marxist “Red Terror.” Here they
plan to work alongside a tiny remnant of western missionaries who trust that God
will somehow keep them safe.

Running to the Fire focuses on the turbulent year the Bascom family experienced
upon traveling into revolutionary Ethiopia. The teenage Bascom finds a
paradoxical exhilaration in living so close to constant danger. At boarding school
in Addis Ababa, where dorm parents demand morning devotions and forbid
dancing, Bascom bonds with other youth due to a shared sense of threat.  He
falls in love for the first time, but the young couple is soon separated by the
politics that affect all their lives. Across the country, missionaries are being held
under house arrest while communist cadres seize their hospitals and schools. A
friend’s father is imprisoned as a suspected CIA agent; another is killed by raiding
Somalis.
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Throughout, the teenaged Bascom struggles with his faith and his role within the
conflict as a white American Christian missionary’s child. Reflecting back as an
adult, he explores the historical, cultural, and religious contexts that led to this
conflict, even though in doing so he is forced to ask himself questions that are
easier left alone. Why, he wonders, did he find such strange fulfillment in being
young and idealistic in the middle of what was essentially a kind of holy war?
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