
Ruth First And Joe Slovo In The War Against
Apartheid: The Unbreakable Alliance
When discussing the fight against apartheid in South Africa, two names that
cannot be overlooked are Ruth First and Joe Slovo. These two revolutionary
figures played pivotal roles in advocating for justice, equality, and freedom during
one of the darkest chapters in South African history.

: The Apartheid Era

Apartheid, a system of institutionalized racial segregation and discrimination,
prevailed in South Africa from 1948 to 1994. Non-white South Africans were
subjected to various oppressions, including forced removals, strict racial
classification, limited educational opportunities, and segregated living conditions.

Amidst this oppressive regime, Ruth First and Joe Slovo emerged as prominent
and steadfast activists. Their unwavering commitment to dismantling apartheid
and establishing a democratic South Africa serves as an inspiration for
generations to come.
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Ruth First: The Fearless Journalist and Activist

Ruth First, born on May 4, 1925, in Johannesburg, was a fearless journalist and
anti-apartheid activist. As a journalist, First exposed the injustices of the apartheid
system through her incisive investigative reporting. She wrote for various anti-
apartheid publications, utilizing her words to challenge the regime at its core.

First's fearless journalism led to her arrest multiple times, facing intimidation and
harassment from the apartheid government. However, these threats did not deter
her from pursuing her noble cause. First remained resolute in her fight for justice,
utilizing her platform to amplify the voices of the oppressed.

Alongside her journalism, First actively participated in political organizations,
including the South African Communist Party (SACP) and the African National
Congress (ANC). She worked tirelessly to mobilize support for the liberation
movement and advocated for international solidarity against apartheid.

The Assassination of Ruth First

Tragically, on August 17, 1982, Ruth First was assassinated by a letter bomb at
her office in Mozambique. The apartheid regime executed this heinous act,
seeking to silence her powerful voice and commitment to the anti-apartheid
struggle. Despite her untimely death, First's legacy lives on, inspiring countless
activists to continue fighting for justice and equality.

Joe Slovo: The Revolutionary Strategist

Joe Slovo, born on May 23, 1926, in Lithuania, was a revolutionary figure in the
anti-apartheid movement. Slovo, of Jewish descent, experienced firsthand the
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devastating effects of racial discrimination, which fueled his commitment to
fighting against apartheid.

Slovo played a crucial role in shaping the African National Congress's (ANC)
military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), which translates to "Spear of the
Nation." As the Chief of Staff of MK, Slovo meticulously planned and executed
various acts of sabotage against key apartheid institutions, aiming to disrupt the
regime's operations.

His strategic intelligence and dedication made Slovo a key figure in guiding the
struggle against apartheid. He believed in a multiracial and democratic South
Africa, envisioning a society free from racial discrimination and oppression.

The Unbreakable Alliance: Love Amidst Revolutionary Struggles

Ruth First and Joe Slovo's partnership extended beyond their shared
commitment to the anti-apartheid struggle. The two met while studying law at the
University of the Witwatersrand and fell in love amidst a turbulent era where their
lives were in constant danger.

Despite the challenges they faced, their love for each other only grew stronger.
Together, they navigated the treacherous landscape of activism, supporting and
inspiring each other to continue their fight against apartheid. Their union
symbolized hope amidst despair, and their unwavering bond served as an
example of resilience and determination in the face of adversity.

Continuing the Legacy

After Ruth First's assassination, Joe Slovo continued to play a pivotal role in the
fight against apartheid. He remained a key strategist within the ANC and



dedicated his life to dismantling apartheid and establishing a free and democratic
South Africa.

On April 27, 1994, the dreams of Ruth First and Joe Slovo were realized as South
Africa held its first multiracial elections. Their sacrifice and tireless efforts paved
the way for a new era of freedom and equality in the nation.

The Legacy Lives On

The legacies of Ruth First and Joe Slovo continue to inspire activists and
advocates for justice worldwide. Their unwavering commitment to fighting against
apartheid serves as a reminder that change is possible, even in the face of
seemingly insurmountable odds. They fought not only for the liberation of South
Africa but also for a world free from racism and discrimination.

Today, their names are celebrated, their stories shared, and their contributions
recognized. The fight against injustice, inequality, and discrimination goes on, and
the spirit of Ruth First and Joe Slovo lives on within every individual striving for a
fairer and more just world.

Ruth First and Joe Slovo's alliance in the war against apartheid transcends their
individual contributions. Together, they created a formidable force against racial
discrimination and authoritarian rule. Their love, courage, and unwavering
dedication continue to inspire future generations, proving that the fight for justice
and equality is an enduring struggle, one that we must all continue to champion.
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Ruth First and Joe Slovo, husband and wife, were leaders of the
war to end apartheid in South Africa. Communists, scholars, parents,
and uncompromising militants, they were the perfect enemies
for the white police state. Together they were swept up in the
growing resistance to apartheid, and together they experienced
repression and exile. Their contributions to the liberation struggle,
as individuals and as a couple, are undeniable. Ruth agitated
tirelessly for the overthrow of apartheid, first in South Africa and
then from abroad, and Joe directed much of the armed struggle
carried out by the famous Umkhonto we Sizwe. Only one of them,
however, would survive to see the fall of the old regime and the
founding of a new, democratic South Africa.
This book, the first extended biography of Ruth First and Joe
Slovo, is a remarkable account of one couple and the revolutionary
moment in which they lived. Alan Wieder’s deeply researched
work draws on the usual primary and secondary sources but also
an extensive oral history that he has collected over many years.
By weaving the documentary record together with personal interviews,
Wieder portrays the complexities and contradictions of this
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extraordinary couple and their efforts to navigate a time of great
tension, upheaval, and revolutionary hope.
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