
Stewardship: Choosing Service Over Self-
Interest

"The world is changed by your example, not your opinion." This powerful quote by
Paulo Coelho highlights the essence of stewardship – the act of selflessly serving
others and the greater good. In a society driven by individualism and self-interest,
choosing stewardship over personal gain can seem like a daunting task.
However, the rewards and impact that result from such a commitment are
immeasurable. In this article, we will delve into the concept of stewardship, its
importance, and why it deserves our attention.
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The Meaning of Stewardship

Stewardship, in its broadest sense, refers to the responsible management and
care of resources entrusted to us. This can encompass various aspects of our
lives, including financial resources, time, talents, and the environment. However,
true stewardship goes beyond simply managing these resources; it involves using
them to benefit others and the world around us.
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Choosing Service Over Self-Interest

In a world that often glorifies individual achievement and personal success,
embracing stewardship requires a shift in perspective. It means putting the needs
of others before our own desires and recognizing that true fulfillment comes from
making a positive impact on others' lives. This does not imply neglecting our own
well-being, but rather finding a balance that allows us to contribute to the greater
good while also taking care of ourselves.
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Stewardship is not limited to grand gestures or significant acts of charity. It is a
mindset that can be applied to everyday situations. It involves acts as simple as
stepping aside to let someone pass, lending a helping hand to someone in need,
or actively participating in community initiatives. Small acts of kindness can have
a profound ripple effect, inspiring others to follow suit and creating a collective
force for positive change.
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The Impact of Stewardship

When individuals prioritize service over self-interest, they become catalysts for
transformative change. Stewardship has the power to strengthen communities,
foster unity, and tackle societal challenges. It helps build a culture of compassion,
empathy, and a sense of belonging – all of which are essential for creating a
harmonious and sustainable future.

Additionally, practicing stewardship can lead to personal growth and fulfillment.
By shifting our focus from self-centered goals to the well-being of others, we
develop a deeper understanding of our own strengths and values. We become
more connected to our surroundings and gain a sense of purpose and meaning in
our lives.

The Challenges and Importance of Stewardship

While stewardship is a noble pursuit, it is not without its challenges. Our society
often promotes a culture of consumerism and self-gratification, persuading
individuals to prioritize their own desires over the needs of others. Overcoming
these societal pressures requires a conscious effort and a commitment to the
principles of stewardship.

However, the importance of stewardship cannot be overstated. In an era marked
by environmental degradation, social inequality, and political divisions, we need
stewards now more than ever. By choosing service over self-interest, we can start
mending the fractures in our society and working towards a more sustainable and
equitable future.

Inspiring Stewardship in Our Lives

So, how can we inspire stewardship in our own lives? It begins with self-reflection
and a genuine desire to make a difference. We can start by identifying the



resources we have at our disposal and exploring ways to use them for the benefit
of others. This might involve volunteering our time and skills, supporting
organizations dedicated to causes we care about, or making conscious choices
that reduce our environmental footprint.

We can also lead by example, showing others the power of stewardship through
our actions. By being compassionate, empathetic, and actively engaged in our

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEJmTFBtUndveHUrSy9wWTVpYUF2bm5raG5yMFF4LzBSSkdnRXdXYjR1NWR0WmRPWllDMVM3aDluU0R6cXB4VElmRWxXOTFBVmszWVRoVkR1VHM4NEhoQjN4MXhvWGlYQW9MQmlyTXF6dDVJPQ==:f4.pdf


communities, we can inspire others to join us in prioritizing service and creating a
more inclusive and harmonious world.

The Journey of Stewardship

Embarking on the journey of stewardship is not a one-time decision but a lifelong
commitment. It requires continuous self-evaluation, learning, and growth. As we
navigate the complexities of our modern world, we will undoubtedly face
obstacles and setbacks. However, by persevering and staying true to our values,
we can overcome these challenges and have a lasting impact.

Ultimately, stewardship is about recognizing our interconnectedness as human
beings and understanding that we all share a responsibility to care for one
another and the planet we call home. It is a call to action, a call to put service
above self-interest, and a call to create a better future for generations to come.

In a world where self-interest often prevails, choosing stewardship is a
courageous act. By embracing this mindset, we can break free from the
limitations of individualism and contribute to a more compassionate and
harmonious society. Stewardship empowers us to use our resources, talents, and
time to benefit others, foster unity, and create positive change. It is through our
example that we can inspire others to embrace this path and collectively shape a
brighter future.
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Revised and expanded: this classic guide to business leadership presents “an
original and profound new view on how to run an organization” (Library Journal).

Despite all the evidence calling for change, most organizations still rely on
patriarchy and control as their core form of governance. The result is that they
stifle initiative and spirit and alienate people from their work. In Stewardship,
Peter Block calls for a dramatic shift in how we distribute power, privilege, and the
control of money. “Stewardship,” he writes, “is the willingness to be accountable
for the well-being of the larger organization by operating in service, rather than in
control, of those around us.”

Block has revised and updated the book throughout, including a new addressing
what has changed—and what hasn't—in the twenty years since the book was
published. It also includes a new chapter on applying stewardship to the common
good of the wider community. Speaking in practical terms about how stewardship
transforms every function and department for the better, Block also offers tactical
advice on gearing up to implement these reforms.
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