
Sultan Mehmet II: Conqueror of
Constantinople and Master of an Empire
Have you ever heard of Sultan Mehmet II? This great historical figure is
renowned for his remarkable conquest of Constantinople and his mastery over a
mighty empire. His strategic brilliance, determination, and leadership skills set
him apart from other rulers of his time, making him an icon in the history of the
Ottoman Empire.

Early Life and Rise to Power

Mehmet II, commonly known as Mehmet the Conqueror, was born on March 30,
1432, in Edirne, which was then the capital of the Ottoman Empire. He was the
eldest son of Sultan Murad II and Hüma Hatun. Growing up, Mehmet received an
excellent education, which laid the foundation for his future military and
intellectual achievements.

In 1444, at the young age of 12, Mehmet became the Sultan of the Ottoman
Empire after his father's sudden death. Although some questioned his ability to
rule at such a young age, Mehmet quickly proved his critics wrong by displaying
an extraordinary intelligence and a strong determination to succeed.
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One of Mehmet's early challenges was to regain control over territories that were
lost to the Byzantine Empire. With astute military tactics and great determination,
he successfully recaptured the cities of Thessaloniki and Skopje.

The Siege of Constantinople

Sultan Mehmet II is best known for his brilliant conquest of Constantinople, the
capital of the Byzantine Empire, in 1453. This victory marked the end of the
Byzantine Empire and the beginning of the Ottoman Empire's dominance in the
region.

Recognizing the strategic importance of Constantinople, Mehmet devised an
elaborate plan to besiege and capture the city. The Ottoman forces surrounded
the city, cutting off its supply routes and weakening its defenses.

Despite facing considerable resistance from the Byzantine defenders, Mehmet
remained steadfast in his goal. He employed advanced siege tactics, such as
constructing massive cannons, to breach the city's formidable walls. After a
prolonged siege, on May 29, 1453, the Ottoman forces broke through and
captured Constantinople.

This conquest marked a significant turning point in history. The fall of
Constantinople ended the Byzantine Empire, which had stood for more than a
thousand years, and established the Ottoman Empire as a major power in the
region.
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Legacy and Contributions

Sultan Mehmet II's conquest of Constantinople solidified his position as one of
history's greatest military leaders. His strategic brilliance and determination to
succeed were evident throughout his rule, making him an inspiration for future
conquerors and leaders.

Following the fall of Constantinople, Mehmet set out to rebuild and revitalize the
city, renaming it Istanbul. He made significant efforts to attract scholars, artists,
and merchants from various parts of the world, transforming Istanbul into a
vibrant cultural and economic center.

Mehmet also played a crucial role in reshaping the Ottoman Empire's governance
and legal systems. He introduced administrative reforms, improved tax collection
methods, and established a centralized bureaucracy, which ultimately
strengthened the empire's stability and economic prosperity.

Sultan Mehmet II's life and achievements are truly remarkable. From a young
age, he exhibited exceptional leadership qualities and a hunger for knowledge.
His conquest of Constantinople is a testament to his strategic brilliance and
determination. The establishment of the Ottoman Empire as a dominant power in
the region is, in large part, due to Mehmet's visionary leadership and
perseverance.

Today, Mehmet II is remembered as an iconic figure in history, revered for his
military prowess, his contributions to the arts and sciences, and his impact on the
development of the Ottoman Empire. His legacy continues to inspire and
fascinate historians and enthusiasts alike.
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Sultan Mehmet II, known to his countrymen as 'the Conqueror' and to much of
Europe as 'the Terror of the World,' was once Europe's most feared and powerful
ruler. Now, Turkey?s most beloved American scholar, John Freely, brings to life
this charismatic hero of one of the richest histories in the world. Mehmet was
barely twenty-one when he conquered Byzantine Constantinople, which became
Istanbul and the capital of his mighty empire. Mehmet reigned for thirty years,
during which time his armies extended the borders of his empire halfway across
Asia Minor and as far into Europe as Hungary and Italy. Three popes called for
crusades against him as Christian Europe came face to face with a new Muslim
empire. Revered by the Turks and seen as a brutal tyrant by the West, Mehmet
was a brilliant military leader as well as a renaissance prince. His court housed
Persian and Turkish poets, Arab and Greek astronomers, and Italian scholars and
artists. In the first biography of Mehmet in thirty years, John Freely vividly
illuminates the man behind the myths.
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