
Tamburlaine The Great Part Annotated - A
Terrifying Journey of Conquest and Ambition
Nearly 500 years ago, one man from Central Asia forever changed the course of
history. Tamburlaine the Great, also known as Timur, rose from obscurity to
become one of the most powerful and feared conquerors in the world.

Throughout his life, Tamburlaine embarked on a series of military campaigns that
left a lasting impact on the regions he conquered. Christopher Marlowe beautifully
captured this captivating story of ambition, power, and ruthless determination in
his play "Tamburlaine the Great Part Annotated."

Marlowe's play, written in the late 16th century, presents a fictionalized account of
Tamburlaine's conquests and shines light on the inner workings of the great
conqueror's mind. It offers readers a chance to delve into the psyche of a man
driven by an insatiable thirst for power.
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At its heart, "Tamburlaine the Great Part Annotated" is a story about ambition and
its consequences. Tamburlaine's unyielding desire to conquer not only marks a
watershed moment in world history but also raises thought-provoking questions
about the nature of human ambition.

In this annotated edition of the play, readers can unravel the layers of
Tamburlaine's character and motivations. The annotations provide historical
context, explanations of obscure references, and insights into Marlowe's portrayal
of the protagonist's psyche. It is a powerful tool that enhances the reading
experience, allowing readers to truly immerse themselves in the world of
Tamburlaine.

A Terrifying Journey of Conquest

Tamburlaine the Great Part Annotated takes us on an intense and terrifying
journey of conquest. From humble beginnings as an ordinary shepherd,
Tamburlaine seizes power, crushing all who stand in his way. He builds an empire
that stretches from Persia to Egypt and beyond, leaving a trail of bloodshed and
destruction in his wake.

The play offers vivid descriptions of Tamburlaine's military strategies, his victories,
and his audacious plans for world domination. Marlowe's rich language and
poetic imagery transport readers to the heart of the battlefields, where the
relentless pursuit of power drives Tamburlaine and those who dare to challenge
him.

One cannot help but feel a mixture of awe and dread as Tamburlaine's conquests
unfold. The annotated edition allows readers to gain a deeper understanding of
the historical events that inspired the play and appreciate the grandeur of
Tamburlaine's ambitions.



Annotations - Unlocking the Mind of Tamburlaine

The annotations in this edition of "Tamburlaine the Great Part Annotated" serve
as a key to unlocking the mind of Tamburlaine. They provide critical insights into
the historical context, helping readers navigate the intricacies of Marlowe's
portrayal of this complex character.

The annotations offer explanations of the political climate, the cultural values of
the time, and the historical figures that influenced the events in the play. They
shed light on the motivations behind Tamburlaine's actions, exploring the
psychology of ambition and power.

For instance, through the annotations, readers can understand the significance of
certain symbols and metaphors employed by Marlowe. They can appreciate the
nuances in Tamburlaine's speeches and monologues, recognizing the
manipulation and charisma that propelled him to such great heights.

The annotations also bring to light the play's themes of morality and the price of
ambition. They prompt readers to question the morality of Tamburlaine's actions
and explore the ethical implications of unbridled ambition.

Tamburlaine's Legacy

Tamburlaine's legacy is one stained with bloodshed and conquest. The annotated
edition of "Tamburlaine the Great Part Annotated" not only enriches the reading
experience but also invites readers to reflect on the legacy of one of history's
most formidable figures.

By delving into the mind of Tamburlaine, readers gain a deeper understanding of
the human desire for power and the consequences it has on individuals and



societies. The play serves as a cautionary tale, reminding us of the destructive
potential of unchecked ambition.

As you embark on this literary journey through the annotated edition of
"Tamburlaine the Great Part Annotated," be prepared to witness the terrifying
conquests of Tamburlaine and to explore the inner workings of a complex and
ambitious character. Let Marlowe's words transport you to a time of grand
ambitions, where power reigns supreme and the consequences of that power
reverberate for centuries to come.
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Tamburlaine the Great — Part 1 by Christopher Marlowe

Part 1 opens in Persepolis. The Persian emperor, Mycetes, sends troops to get
rid of Tamburlaine, a Scythian shepherd and, at that point, a nomadic bandit. In
the same scene, Mycetes' brother Chosroes plots to overthrow Mycetes and take
the throne.

The scene shifts to Scythia, where Tamburlaine is shown courting, capturing and
conquering Zenocrates, the daughter of the Egyptian king. Confronted by the
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soldiers of Mycetes, he convinces first the soldiers and then Chosroes to join him
in a fight against Mycetes. Although he promises Chosroes the Persian throne,
Tamburlaine reneges on this promise and, after defeating Mycetes, takes
personal control of the Persian Empire.

Now a powerful figure, Tamburlaine turns her attention to Bajazeth, emperor of
the Turks. He defeats Bajazeth and his tributary kings, capturing the emperor and
his wife Zabina. The victorious Tamburlaine keeps the defeated ruler in a cage
and feeds him the leftovers from his table, freeing Bajazeth only to use him as a
stool. Bajazeth later kills himself on stage by banging his head against the bars
after hearing of Tamburlaine's upcoming victory. After finding his body, Zabina
does the same.

Having conquered Africa and appointed himself emperor of that continent,
Tamburlaine sets his sights on Damascus, a goal that places the Egyptian sultan,
his future father-in-law, directly on his path. Zenocrates begs her future husband
to spare her father. He obeys, making the sultan a tributary king instead. The
show ends with the marriage of Tamburlaine and Zenocrate, who is crowned
Empress of Persia.
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