
The Battle To Stay In America: A Fight for
Freedom, Dreams, and Belonging
As waves crashed against the shores of hope, a battle raged on the land of
opportunity. Every day, countless individuals, families, and communities fight
tooth and nail to stay in America - a nation that promises freedom, dreams, and a
sense of belonging.

A melting pot of cultures, America has forever been a beacon of hope for those
seeking a better life. From the early settlers looking to escape religious
persecution, to the millions of immigrants who arrived on Ellis Island, the pursuit
of the American Dream has been a driving force behind this great nation.

However, in recent years, this dream has been met with increasing challenges.
The battle to stay in America has become a complex struggle, intertwined with
legal, social, and political factors that shape the lives of thousands of
undocumented immigrants and asylum seekers every day.
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Legal battles form the front lines of this war for belonging. Dreamers, young
undocumented immigrants brought to the country as children, face constant
uncertainty as they fight for their place in America. The Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which provides temporary protection for
these individuals, has been a battleground in its own right. With every political
shift, the fate of thousands hangs in the balance.

Meanwhile, asylum seekers face their own set of challenges. Escaping violence,
persecution, and poverty, they embark on perilous journeys to reach American
soil, hoping for a chance at a safer future. Yet, they must endure a grueling and
often bewildering legal process to determine their eligibility for asylum, with many
stuck in detention centers for months or years.

But the battle to stay in America isn't just fought in courtrooms - it extends to the
very fabric of society. Communities across the nation grapple with the question of
what it means to accept immigrants and refugees, challenging deeply ingrained
beliefs and prejudices. While some embrace the diverse tapestry of cultures that
immigrants bring, others see them as threats to jobs, resources, and national
security.

The battle for staying in America is ultimately a battle for identity. For those who
have spent years, if not decades, building their lives in this country, the thought of
being uprooted is a nightmare they constantly live with. Many have established
businesses, families, and friendships, only to have the foundation of their lives
shaken by the uncertainty of their legal status.

What is often forgotten in the midst of this battle is the immense contributions
immigrants make to the very fabric of America. From the world of arts and
sciences to the labor force that keeps the nation running, immigrants play a vital



role in enriching our society and driving economic growth. They bring new ideas,
perspectives, and skills, ultimately forging a stronger and more vibrant nation.

It is crucial for Americans to understand that the fight for staying in this country is
not a battle against them, but rather a battle to live the American Dream
alongside them. By embracing immigrants, we reaffirm the values that this nation
was built upon - unity, diversity, and opportunity.

As the battle to stay in America wages on, it is important for us to educate
ourselves, challenge the status quo, and advocate for fair and just immigration
policies. By supporting comprehensive immigration reform, we can create a
system that recognizes the humanity, potential, and contributions of all those who
seek to call America home.

The fight for staying in America goes beyond legal battles and political debates. It
is a fight for dignity, belonging, and the right to pursue dreams. It is a fight that
embodies the very essence of what it means to be American - resilience, hope,
and the pursuit of a better life.
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2020 Foreword INDIE awards winner

"Day-to-day life in immigrant communities is described with refreshing clarity and
heart... an unusually accessible primer on immigration law and a valuable guide
to the ways it currently works to perpetuate an excluded immigrant underclass
with diminished rights."

—The New York Review of Books

The national debate over American immigration policy has obsessed politicians
and disrupted the lives of millions of people for decades. The Battle to Stay in
America focuses on Las Vegas, Nevada–a city where more than one in five
residents was born in a foreign country, and where the community is struggling to
defend itself against the federal government’s crackdown on undocumented
immigrants. Told through the eyes of an immigration lawyer on the front lines of
that battle, this book offers an accessible, intensely personal to a broken legal
system. It is also a raw, honest story of exhaustion, perseverance, and solidarity.
Michael Kagan describes how current immigration law affects real people’s lives
and introduces us to some remarkable individuals—immigrants and activists—
who grapple with its complications every day. He explains how American
immigration law often gives good people no recourse. He shows how under
President Trump the complex bureaucracies that administer immigration law have
been re-engineered to carry out a relentless but often invisible attack against
people and families who are integral to American communities.

Kagan tells the stories of people desperate to escape unspeakable violence in
their homeland, children separated from their families and trapped in a tangle of
administrative regulations, and hardworking long-time residents suddenly ripped
from their productive lives when they fall unwittingly into the clutches of the
immigration enforcement system. He considers how the crackdown on



immigrants negatively impacts the national economy and offers a deeply
considered assessment of the future of immigration policy in the United States.
Kagan also captures the psychological costs exacted by fear of deportation and
by increasingly overt expressions of hatred against immigrants.  
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