
The Best Of Enemies: A Modern Play That
Engages and Leaves a Lasting Impression

When it comes to the world of theater, there are certain plays that captivate
audiences and leave a lasting impression. One such play is "The Best Of
Enemies". This modern play is not only engaging but also thought-provoking,
highlighting the complexities of humanity and the pursuit of understanding. In this

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcFlKaXpuclE1cXlEY21YT0FhK2tqaXpWYmRqSHlHcm13R3Y2U3o2a01jMmZ2NWQrdE43NnhjajZIR0RJd3dzK05kSXJLYXpwV2kvcWl5UnJVWTlqeWJRPT0=:f4.pdf


article, we will delve into why "The Best Of Enemies" is considered one of the
best modern plays, exploring its themes, characters, and impact on the audience.

The Power of Storytelling

"The Best Of Enemies" is a play written by Mark St. Germain, based on the book
by Osha Gray Davidson. It is set in 1971 in Durham, North Carolina, during the
height of racial tensions in the United States. The play explores the unlikely
understanding and friendship that develops between Ann Atwater, a black civil
rights activist, and C.P. Ellis, a white Exalted Cyclops of the Ku Klux Klan.
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Through eloquent storytelling, the play tackles themes of prejudice, racism, and
the possibilities of redemption. It takes the audience on a journey where they
witness the transformation of two individuals who, at first, embody hate but
eventually find common ground. This powerful narrative not only educates but
also challenges the audience to examine their own biases and preconceptions.

Complex and Relatable Characters
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One of the reasons why "The Best Of Enemies" resonates with audiences is its
well-developed characters. Ann Atwater and C.P. Ellis are portrayed as flawed
individuals, representing two different sides of a deeply rooted conflict. Their
interactions on stage are filled with tension, but as the play progresses, their
humanity shines through, breaking down barriers that society has constructed.

Ann Atwater is a passionate advocate for civil rights, fighting against injustice and
inequality. Her determination and unwavering belief in equality make her a
relatable and inspirational character. On the other hand, C.P. Ellis initially
embodies the hateful ideology of the Ku Klux Klan, but as his interactions with
Ann Atwater grow, the audience witnesses the struggles within him and the
potential for change.

An Impactful Experience

Watching "The Best Of Enemies" is not just a passive experience; it is a powerful
and emotional journey. The play confronts the audience with uncomfortable truths
about the history of racial tensions in America, forcing them to examine their own
complicity or apathy. It challenges commonly held notions and encourages
empathy and understanding.

The transformation of Ann Atwater and C.P. Ellis serves as a reminder that
change is possible, even in the face of adversity. Their story inspires hope and
reinforces the idea that dialogue and compassion can bridge the widest gaps. By
the end of the play, the audience is left with a renewed sense of hope and an
understanding of the impact they can have on their own communities.

A Must-See Play for All

Whether you are a theater enthusiast, a student, or simply someone looking for a
captivating experience, "The Best Of Enemies" should be on your list. This



modern play combines exceptional storytelling, complex characters, and societal
reflection in a way that is both informative and entertaining.

Attending a performance of "The Best Of Enemies" is not just a form of
entertainment; it is an opportunity to engage with powerful themes and challenge
your own perspectives. This play will leave you thinking long after the final curtain
call, spurring conversations and inspiring personal growth.

In

"The Best Of Enemies" is more than just a play; it is an experience that will stay
with you for a long time. Through its captivating storytelling, complex characters,
and powerful themes, it leaves a lasting impression on its audience. Whether it's
the emotional journey of Ann Atwater and C.P. Ellis or the socio-political
commentary it provides, this modern play is a must-see for anyone seeking an
engaging and thought-provoking theatrical experience.
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Winner of the 2022 Critics' Circle Award for Best New Play
Nominated for the 2022 Olivier Award for Best New Play
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“A man should never turn down two things. Sex, and appearing on television."
1968 – a year of protest that divided America. As two men fight to become the
next President, all eyes are on the battle between two others: the cunningly
conservative William F Buckley Jr., and the iconoclastic liberal Gore Vidal.

Beliefs are challenged and slurs slung as these political idols feud nightly in a
new television format, debating the moral landscape of a shattered nation. Little
do they know they're about to open up a new frontier in American politics, and
transform television news forever...

Best of Enemies is the bold new play by James Graham (Quiz, Labour of Love),
directed by Jeremy Herrin, inspired by the documentary by Morgan Neville and
Robert Gordon.

This edition was published to coincide with the world premiere at London's Young
Vic, December 2021.
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