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The concept of money and banking has been a fundamental aspect of human
civilization since its early days. Throughout history, various societies have
devised their own systems to facilitate trade and commerce. However, what if we
told you that the Bible contains a blueprint for money and banking? In this article,
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we will explore the biblical principles and teachings that shed light on this
fascinating topic.

The Creation of Money

In the book of Genesis, we read about the creation of the world and everything
within it. God entrusted humanity with the responsibility to take care of the earth
and its resources. This includes the use of money as a tool for transaction and
economic development. According to biblical principles, money should be a
means to facilitate fair and honest exchanges, promoting justice and equality.
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Honest Weights and Measures

The Bible emphasizes the importance of honest weights and measures in
commerce. In the book of Leviticus, it states, "You shall have just balances, just
weights, a just ephah, and a just hin." This verse encourages fairness and
honesty in financial transactions. It teaches us that using accurate measurements
and fair trade practices is essential for a just society.
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Usury and Interest

The topic of usury and interest is also addressed in the Bible. In many instances,
it warns against exploiting the poor or charging excessive interest rates. The book
of Exodus states, "If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor,
you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from
him." This teaches us that lending should be done with compassion and without
exploiting others for personal gain.

Stewardship and Generosity

Another important biblical principle regarding money and banking is the concept
of stewardship, which entails managing resources wisely. The Bible teaches that
wealth should be used for the betterment of society and to help those in need.
Generosity and giving are encouraged, as they reflect a heart aligned with God's
principles.

Moral and Ethical Behavior

The Bible also emphasizes the importance of moral and ethical behavior
concerning money and banking. The Ten Commandments include
commandments against stealing, fraud, and dishonesty. These principles are
applicable to financial transactions as well. Honesty, integrity, and transparency
should be the guiding principles in all financial dealings.

The Parable of the Talents

In the New Testament, Jesus shares the parable of the talents, illustrating the
importance of using resources responsibly. The parable teaches that God
expects us to use the resources He has entrusted us with wisely and to generate
returns. It underscores the significance of utilizing money and resources to



promote growth and development, benefiting both individuals and society as a
whole.

In , the Bible provides a valuable blueprint for money and banking. Its teachings
emphasize fairness, honesty, compassion, stewardship, and ethical behavior. By
adhering to these principles, individuals and societies can create a just and
sustainable financial system that benefits everyone. So, whether you are a
believer or not, there are important lessons to be learned from the biblical
perspective on money and banking.
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Many people are harassed routinely by other believers who imagine that the Bible
favors inflationary schemes, bans the paying and receiving of interest, and
requires a government monopoly on money to fund state charity. Here, Gary
North answers those views with chapter, verse, and an impressive account of the
historical context for the Bible's teachings on money, banking, commerce, and
trade.
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Who knew that the Bible had so much to say about the issues of money and
banking? The issue is a serious one, because the Bible is such a foundational
part of public understanding of every issue of public life and morality.

You can search the library for weeks and not find a guide as good as Gary
North's detailed account of every mention of money and banking in both the
Hebrew and Christian scriptures.

What he finds underscores what the hard-money tradition has long said.
Governments engage in evil when they change the definition of money. Inflation
is a danger to the individual and society. Governments that monopolize the
monetary system are abusing their power. Governments cannot be trusted with
money. That's the lesson.

As part of the exposition, North provides a tutorial on the Austrian theory of
money's origins, functions, and workings in society. He also carefully refutes the
canard that the Bible forbids the charging of interest, and further explains what is
meant by the condemnation of "usury."

The book is written in very clear language that is designed for teaching, with
study questions at the end of each chapter. It would make an excellent text for a
religious school, or for anyone who is interested in what the Bible says about this
critical subject.

To search for Mises Institute titles, enter a keyword and LvMI (short for Ludwig
von Mises Institute); e.g., Depression LvMI
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