
The Big Sea: An Autobiography of the
American Century
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live through a century of
American history? To witness the cultural changes, the political turmoil, and the
social progress that shaped the nation? In "The Big Sea: An Autobiography of the
American Century," renowned writer Langston Hughes takes us on an
extraordinary journey through his life, providing unique insights into the turbulent
times he experienced and the significant impact he made on American literature.

The Life of Langston Hughes

Born on February 1, 1902, in Joplin, Missouri, Langston Hughes grew up in a
time when racial discrimination was deeply ingrained in American society. His
experiences as a young African American greatly influenced his writing, and
Hughes became one of the key figures of the Harlem Renaissance, a period of
artistic and intellectual flourishing among African Americans in the 1920s.

In "The Big Sea," Hughes transports readers back in time, recounting his
upbringing, his journey to becoming a writer, and his encounters with the literary
and cultural icons of his era. From his early struggles to find his place as a young
man to his eventual success as a poet, playwright, and novelist, Hughes'
autobiography offers a fascinating account of perseverance and determination in
the face of adversity.
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An Exploration of American History

As Hughes delves into his personal story, he also provides readers with a window
into the broader historical context of the American Century. From the Great
Depression to the Civil Rights Movement, from the Jazz Age to the Red Scare,
Hughes places himself in the midst of these transformative events and offers his
unique perspective on the role of art and literature in a changing America.

Through his writing, Hughes captures the essence of the times, painting vivid
portraits of the people he met and the places he experienced. His words bring to
life the vibrancy of Harlem, the struggles of the working class, and the resilience
of the human spirit. By intertwining personal anecdotes with historical events,
"The Big Sea" becomes not only a memoir but also a valuable historical
document that provides a deeper understanding of the America of yesteryears.

A Literary Legacy

Langston Hughes left an indelible mark on American literature, and "The Big Sea"
is a testament to his enduring legacy. From his powerful poems like "Harlem" and
"I, Too" to his plays like "Mulatto" and "Simply Heavenly," Hughes' work explored
themes of identity, race, and the pursuit of the American Dream.

His writing resonates with readers of all backgrounds, reminding us that literature
has the power to transcend boundaries and bridge cultural divides. "The Big Sea"
not only provides a glimpse into the personal life of one of America's greatest
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writers but also serves as an inspiration for aspiring artists and a reminder of the
importance of art in shaping a nation.

"The Big Sea: An Autobiography of the American Century" is a captivating literary
work that immerses readers in the life and times of Langston Hughes. Through
his vivid storytelling, Hughes not only shares his personal journey but also offers
a unique perspective on the events that shaped the American Century.

Whether you are a fan of Hughes' poetry, an admirer of American history, or
simply seeking an engaging memoir, "The Big Sea" is a must-read. Its powerful
narrative, combined with its historical significance, will leave you with a deeper
appreciation for the struggles, triumphs, and complexities of both a writer and a
nation.
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by Arnold Rampersad.

Langston Hughes, born in 1902, came of age early in the 1920s. In The Big Sea
he recounts those memorable years in the two great playgrounds of the decade--
Harlem and Paris. In Paris he was a cook and waiter in nightclubs. He knew the

FREE

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGxvZmhqN2YvS2NMTlRpc1J0UzBjK1A0UlRiT3FoaitEdVFXMklTM2laY3Rzc0tGYllNOCtybzlubW1GTTBZUUNFMjJBN01yR3NIQkZ2dE1ZYXRSUVRBPT0=:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGxvZmhqN2YvS2NMTlRpc1J0UzBjK1A0UlRiT3FoaitEdVFXMklTM2laY3Rzc0tGYllNOCtybzlubW1GTTBZUUNFMjJBN01yR3NIQkZ2dE1ZYXRSUVRBPT0=:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGxvZmhqN2YvS2NMTlRpc1J0UzBjK1A0UlRiT3FoaitEdVFXMklTM2laY3Rzc0tGYllNOCtybzlubW1GTTBZUUNFMjJBN01yR3NIQkZ2dE1ZYXRSUVRBPT0=:f4.pdf


musicians and dancers, the drunks and dope fiends. In Harlem he was a rising
young poet--at the center of the "Harlem Renaissance."

Arnold Rampersad writes in his incisive new to The Big Sea, an American classic:
"This is American writing at its best--simpler than Hemingway; as simple and
direct as that of another Missouri-born writer...Mark Twain."
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