
The Century Of Wisdom: A Journey Through
Time
Imagine being able to learn from someone who has witnessed the major events
of the past century, experienced the ups and downs of life, and gained an
unparalleled wisdom. These individuals are rare, but their stories are invaluable.
In this article, we will dive into the fascinating world of the "Century of Wisdom" -
a term coined to describe those extraordinary people who have seen it all and
have lessons to share. Get ready for a captivating journey through time!

The Centenarians: Living Legends

Centenarians, those fortunate enough to have walked this earth for a hundred
years or more, are living legends in their own right. They have witnessed the rise
and fall of empires, the advent of groundbreaking technologies, and the changing
social landscapes. These individuals hold a treasure trove of knowledge, and
through their stories, we can gain insights into the past and glean wisdom for the
future.

Take the story of Sarah Henderson, a woman who celebrated her 100th birthday
in 2021. Sarah was born in the early 1920s, a time of tremendous change in the
world. From the roaring twenties to the Great Depression, World War II to the
Space Age, she has seen it all. Sarah's experiences provide a unique perspective
on the hardships and triumphs of a bygone era.
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Lessons from a Bygone Era

What can we learn from these remarkable centenarians? One key lesson is
resilience. These individuals have endured wars, economic crises, and personal
tragedies. Through their stories, we can develop a deeper understanding of how
to bounce back from adversity and find inner strength even in the most
challenging of times.
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The wisdom of the Century of Wisdom extends beyond resilience. It
encompasses love, relationships, happiness, and personal growth. Centenarians
have lived through decades of happiness, heartbreak, and personal growth, and
their stories shed light on what truly matters in life.

John Wallace, another centenarian, shares his secret to a joyous life: "It’s all
about finding happiness in the little things, appreciating the beauty of nature, and
cherishing the relationships we have with one another." These simple yet
profound truths serve as a reminder to live in the present, enjoy the journey, and
embrace the connections that bring us happiness and fulfillment.

Legacy and Impact

The stories of the Century of Wisdom deserve to be preserved for future
generations. They offer a unique glimpse into history, helping us understand
where we came from and where we are headed. These experiences provide
important context to the challenges we face today and help us make informed
decisions for the future.

Furthermore, the impact of these stories extends beyond historical education.
The wisdom shared by centenarians can influence individuals directly, inspiring
them to lead more purposeful lives. Sarah Henderson's story, for example, has
motivated numerous young activists to champion causes related to social justice
and equality.



A Call for Action

It is our responsibility to seek out the stories of the Century of Wisdom, provide a
platform for their voices, and ensure their legacy lives on. As technology
advances and the digital age flourishes, we have the means to record and
document these invaluable stories.
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We can conduct interviews, create documentaries, compile written accounts, and
utilize social media platforms to amplify these stories to a global audience. By
doing so, we not only honor the incredible lives of those who have experienced a
century of wisdom but also inspire future generations to learn from their lessons
and forge a better world.

The Century of Wisdom represents an incredible opportunity to tap into the lives
of those who have witnessed history unfold before their eyes. Their stories hold
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immense power to inspire, educate, and motivate us to create a better future.

So, let us embark on this journey together, celebrating the incredible lives and
wisdom of the centenarians. Through their stories, we can learn from the past,
live in the present, and shape a brighter tomorrow.
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The subject of the Academy Award–winning documentary The Lady in Number 6:
Music Saved My Life, Alice Herz-Sommer was the world’s oldest Holocaust
survivor when she died on February 23, 2014. A Century of Wisdom is the true
story of her life—an inspiring story of resilience and the power of optimism.
 
Before her death at 110, the pianist Alice Herz-Sommer was an eyewitness to the
entire last century and the first decade of this one. She had seen it all, surviving
the Theresienstadt concentration camp, attending the trial of Adolf Eichmann in
Jerusalem, and along the way coming into contact with some of the most
fascinating historical figures of our time. As a child in Prague, she spent
weekends and holidays in the company of Franz Kafka (whom she knew as
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“Uncle Franz”), and Gustav Mahler, Sigmund Freud, and Rainer Maria Rilke were
friendly with her mother. When Alice moved to Israel after the war, Golda Meir
attended her house concerts, as did Arthur Rubinstein, Leonard Bernstein, and
Isaac Stern. Until the end of her life Alice, who lived in London, practiced piano
for hours every day. 
 
Despite her imprisonment in Theresienstadt and the murders of her mother,
husband, and friends by the Nazis, and much later the premature death of her
son, Alice was victorious in her ability to live a life without bitterness. She credited
music as the key to her survival, as well as her ability to acknowledge the
humanity in each person, even her enemies. A Century of Wisdom is the
remarkable and inspiring story of one woman’s lifelong determination—in the face
of some of the worst evils known to man—to find goodness in life. It is a
testament to the bonds of friendship, the power of music, and the importance of
leading a life of material simplicity, intellectual curiosity, and never-ending
optimism.

Praise for A Century of Wisdom 
“An instruction manual for a life well lived.”—The Wall Street Journal 
“As if her 108 years of experience alone were not enough to coax you, there is
the overarching fact that draws people to Herz-Sommer’s story: She survived the
Theresienstadt concentration camp and is believed to be the oldest living
Holocaust survivor.”—The Washington Post
 
“I have rarely read a Holocaust survivor’s memoir as enriching and meaningful.
Get Caroline Stoessinger’s book, A Century of Wisdom, telling Alice Herz-
Sommer’s tale of her struggles and triumphs. You will feel rewarded.”—Elie
Wiesel
 



“A Century of Wisdom is a stately and elegant book about an artist who found
deliverance in her passion for music. Caroline Stoessinger writes with a special
purity, as though she were arranging pearls on a string of silk.”—Pat Conroy
 
“As one of millions who fell in love on YouTube with Alice Herz-Sommer, a 108-
year-old Holocaust survivor who plays the piano and greets each day with no hint
of bitterness, I’m grateful to Caroline Stoessinger for writing a book that explains
this mystery. You will be inspired by the story of Alice Herz-Sommer, who lives to
teach us.”—Gloria Steinem
 
“I walked on the cobblestones in Prague for thirty years wondering who might
have walked on them before me: Kafka, Freud, Mahler. It feels like a miracle to
have encountered, in Caroline Stoessinger’s wonderful book, Alice Herz-Sommer,
who walked with them all—with a heart full of music.”—Peter Sis

“A Century of Wisdom is universal and will enrich readers for generations to
come.”—Itzhak Perlman
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