
The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking:
Unleashing the Power of Accuracy in Writing
and Editing
Are you tired of constantly doubting the information you come across? Do you
find it challenging to discern fact from fiction in today's fast-paced world? If so,
you're not alone. With the rise of misinformation and fake news, the need for
accurate and reliable fact-checking has become more crucial than ever before.

In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into "The Chicago Guide to Fact
Checking," an invaluable resource for writers, editors, and anyone striving for
truth and integrity in their work. This guide, part of the renowned Chicago Guides
to Writing, Editing, and Publishing series, offers a step-by-step approach to fact
checking, equipping you with the skills and knowledge necessary to uncover and
verify facts.

Why Fact Checking Matters

In an era where information is readily available at our fingertips, it is essential to
have the ability to discern between accurate and misleading content. Fact
checking serves as a robust mechanism to keep misinformation in check and
maintain the credibility of your writing.
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Writing without proper fact checking can have detrimental consequences,
including loss of credibility, damage to reputation, and misinformation spreading
like wildfire. The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking offers a roadmap to navigate
through this challenging landscape, empowering writers and editors to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of their work.

Inside "The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking"

The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking tackles the intricacies of verifying
information in a precise and systematic manner. Let's take a closer look at some
of the key areas covered in this comprehensive guide:

Understanding the Process

Fact checking involves much more than a cursory glance at a webpage or a quick
scan of an article. The guide outlines a detailed fact-checking process, breaking it
down into manageable steps. From establishing a research plan to conducting
targeted searches and evaluating sources, this guide provides a proven
framework to ensure your information is accurate and reliable.

Spotting Red Flags
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Identifying red flags is crucial in distinguishing truthful information from
manipulated or false content. The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking helps you
develop a critical eye, teaching you how to spot subtle cues that indicate
inaccurate or misleading information. By understanding common manipulation
tactics, you will be better equipped to protect yourself and your readers from
falling victim to deception.

Verifying Sources

The guide emphasizes the importance of reliable sourcing, guiding you through
various techniques to evaluate the credibility of sources. By implementing
effective source verification methods, such as checking for misleading domains or
analyzing the expertise of authors, you will be able to separate trustworthy
sources from those with ulterior motives.

Fact Checking in Different Contexts

Fact checking goes beyond news articles and online content. The Chicago Guide
to Fact Checking illuminates how to fact check a wide range of materials,
including books, research papers, essays, and even social media posts.
Exploring the nuances of fact checking in different contexts empowers you to
ensure the accuracy of information across various platforms and mediums.

Master the Art of Fact Checking

Fact checking is not just a practice; it's an art. It requires attention to detail,
critical thinking skills, and a commitment to truth. The Chicago Guide to Fact
Checking arms you with these essential tools to master the art of fact checking
and elevate your writing and editing prowess.

By incorporating the principles of accuracy, precision, and integrity emphasized in
this guide, you can become a trusted source of information in a world plagued by



misinformation.

The Future of Fact Checking

As technology continues to advance, the need for comprehensive fact checking
skills will only become more critical. The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking
prepares you for the future by equipping you with timeless techniques and
insights that can be applied to new mediums and emerging challenges.

Join the movement to restore trust and accuracy in the information landscape.
Embrace "The Chicago Guide to Fact Checking" and unlock the power of
evidence-based writing and editing.
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“A column by Glenn Garvin on Dec. 20 stated that the National Science
Foundation ‘funded a study on Jell-O wrestling at the South Pole.’ That is
incorrect. The event took place during off-duty hours without NSF permission and
did not involve taxpayer funds.” 

Corrections such as this one from the Miami Herald have become a familiar sight
for readers, especially as news cycles demand faster and faster publication.
While some factual errors can be humorous, they nonetheless erode the
credibility of the writer and the organization. And the pressure for accuracy and
accountability is increasing at the same time as in-house resources for fact-
checking are dwindling. Anyone who needs or wants to learn how to verify
names, numbers, quotations, and facts is largely on their own.

Enter The Chicago Guide to Fact-Checking, an accessible, one-stop guide to the
why, what, and how of contemporary fact-checking. Brooke Borel, an experienced
fact-checker, draws on the expertise of more than 200 writers, editors, and fellow
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checkers representing the New Yorker, Popular Science, This American Life,
Vogue, and many other outlets. She covers best practices for fact-checking in a
variety of media—from magazine articles, both print and online, to books and
documentaries—and from the perspective of both in-house and freelance
checkers. She also offers advice on navigating relationships with writers, editors,
and sources; considers the realities of fact-checking on a budget and checking
one’s own work; and reflects on the place of fact-checking in today’s media
landscape.

“If journalism is a cornerstone of democracy, then fact-checking is its building
inspector,” Borel writes. The Chicago Guide to Fact-Checking is the practical—
and thoroughly vetted—guide that writers, editors, and publishers need to
maintain their credibility and solidify their readers’ trust.
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