
The Curious Tale of Thomas Jefferson Builds
Library - A Journey through Expanding
Knowledge and Power
Thomas Jefferson, a Founding Father of the United States, was a man of many
talents. He was an exceptional statesman, president, and architect. But one of his
lesser-known passions was his love for books and the power they held. In fact,
Jefferson's passion for books was so great that he embarked on a lifelong journey
to build one of the most extensive libraries of his time.

Jefferson believed that a well-informed citizenry was crucial for the success of a
young nation like the United States. He was convinced that knowledge was the
key to progress and enlightenment. Thus, he took it upon himself to build a library
that would expand the knowledge of his fellow countrymen and empower them to
contribute towards the betterment of society.

The Birth of a Vision

Jefferson's journey to create his library began even before he became the third
president of the United States. Throughout his life, he collected books on a wide
range of subjects, from philosophy and history to science and literature. He had a
voracious appetite for knowledge and believed that a well-rounded library was
crucial for intellectual growth.

Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library
by Barb Rosenstock (Kindle Edition)

4.9 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 41154 KB
Print length : 32 pages

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGVDYlE5M0xFUmUwQndYYkVzbzRRZWtiWXhzT0MrNEwvM3FNcFg2VjRoUXlqREdxT1pIWGlkWC9MZEE5VjZ4K1NOV2FXNnpLQ1lwRXRNT1lyNVAwRW5tb1gxVWF6dEdjUU0vU3NZRGNVUVRNPQ==:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGVDYlE5M0xFUmUwQndYYkVzbzRRZWtiWXhzT0MrNEwvM3FNcFg2VjRoUXlqREdxT1pIWGlkWC9MZEE5VjZ4K1NOV2FXNnpLQ1lwRXRNT1lyNVAwRW5tb1gxVWF6dEdjUU0vU3NZRGNVUVRNPQ==:f4.pdf


However, disaster struck the Library of Congress in 1814 when it caught fire
during the British attack on Washington, D.C. The library, which housed
Jefferson's personal collection of over 6,000 books, was completely destroyed.
Devastated by the loss, Jefferson vowed to rebuild the library and expand it even
further.

An Architect's Touch

Thomas Jefferson was not just a book collector; he was also an accomplished
architect. He believed that the design of the library was as important as its
content. Jefferson meticulously planned the layout of the library, ensuring that it
would be a space that encouraged reading, research, and discovery.

The library, now known as the Jefferson Library of Congress, was designed in the
neoclassical style that was popular during the time. Its impressive architecture,
featuring domed ceilings, ornate columns, and grand staircases, was a testament
to Jefferson's commitment to both beauty and functionality.

Expanding Knowledge

Once the library was completed, Jefferson focused on expanding its collection.
He actively sought out books from around the world, collecting works in multiple
languages and on various subjects. His goal was to create a truly comprehensive
library that encompassed the entirety of human knowledge.

Jefferson's library became not just a personal collection but also a national
treasure. Scholars, scientists, and intellectuals flocked to the library, taking
advantage of the vast resources available to them. The library became a hub of
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intellectual activity, fostering discussions and debates that helped shape the
nation.

A Legacy for the Future

Thomas Jefferson's dedication to expanding knowledge and empowering
individuals through his library left a lasting legacy. Today, the Jefferson Library of
Congress stands as a symbol of his vision and serves as a beacon for future
generations.

Visitors to the library can explore its vast collection, which now includes over 38
million books, periodicals, manuscripts, and multimedia materials. The library
continues to acquire new works, ensuring that it remains a dynamic and ever-
growing resource for knowledge seekers.

Jefferson's library not only expanded the scope of human knowledge but also
influenced the role of libraries in society. His belief in the power of education and
the dissemination of knowledge has inspired countless libraries around the world
to prioritize accessibility and inclusivity.

In

Thomas Jefferson's journey to build his library was driven by his unwavering
belief in the power of books and knowledge. His dedication to expanding the
collective understanding of humanity was evident in every aspect of the library,
from its architecture to its vast collection.

The Thomas Jefferson Library of Congress serves as a testament to the
importance of libraries in society, reminding us that knowledge is the foundation
upon which progress is built. It stands as a tribute to Thomas Jefferson's



intellectual curiosity and his unwavering commitment to the betterment of society
through education.
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Young readers of all ages will love this story about President Thomas Jefferson,
who found his passion as soon as he learned to read: books, books, and more
books!

Before, during, and after the American Revolution, Jefferson collected thousands
of books on hundreds of subjects. In fact, his massive collection eventually
helped rebuild the Library of Congress—now the largest library in the world.

Author Barb Rosenstock's rhythmic words and illustrator John O'Brien's whimsical
illustrations capture Jefferson's zeal for the written word as well as little-known
details about book collecting. An author's note, bibliography, and source notes for
quotations are also included.
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