
The Dark Secrets Unveiled in "Break With
Charity": A Gripping Tale of Fear, Accusations,
and Betrayal

Are you ready to embark on a thrilling journey back to the haunting times of the
Salem witch trials? Dive into the gripping historical novel, Break With Charity,
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written by Ann Rinaldi, as it unravels a story filled with fear, accusations, and
betrayal that will keep you at the edge of your seat.

Unearthing the Salem Witch Trials

The Salem witch trials, which took place in the late 17th century in
Massachusetts, have long captivated the imaginations of many. Rinaldi's Break
With Charity breathes new life into this dark chapter of American history,
shedding light on the intricate web of deception and paranoia that consumed the
town of Salem.
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The story revolves around the young and bold Susanna English, who becomes
entangled in the hysteria surrounding the witch trials. As the events unfold,
Susanna finds herself at odds with her own family, friends, and the oppressive
religious beliefs that dictate the actions of the villagers.

The Allure of Historical Fiction

Break With Charity masterfully combines history with the power of fiction. Ann
Rinaldi's rich portrayal of the era transports readers back to Puritan New
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England, immersing them in the daily life, customs, and superstitions of the time
period.

Through her vivid descriptions, Rinaldi summons the eerie atmosphere that
permeated Salem during the witch trials. As the community's fear intensifies and
suspicions run rampant, readers will feel the weight of the paranoia descending
upon them. The emotional turmoil faced by Susanna and her struggle to maintain
her integrity make for an intense and emotionally charged reading experience.

A Riveting Narrative of Fear and Accusations

Susanna's journey serves as a harrowing reminder of the power of fear and the
devastating consequences it can have on individuals and communities. The
relentless wave of accusations and the subsequent trials become a vivid portrayal
of the impact of mass hysteria.

Rinaldi explores the complexities of human nature, delving into the motivations
behind the actions of the accusers, the accused, and those who bear witness to
the madness. The characters are brought to life with such depth and complexity
that readers will find themselves torn between empathy, suspicion, and doubt.

A Tale of Betrayal and Resilience

At its core, Break With Charity is a story of betrayal and resilience. Susanna's
path becomes entwined with her best friend, Ann Putnam, and as the trials
progress, their friendship is tested in unimaginable ways.

As the accusations spread like wildfire, Susanna is forced to question the
loyalties of those closest to her. Betrayal lurks at every corner, and navigating the
treacherous terrain becomes a matter of survival.

Why "Break With Charity" Will Leave You Breathless



Rinaldi's powerful storytelling skills make Break With Charity impossible to put
down. With an expert blend of historical accuracy and fictional elements, the
novel offers a thought-provoking exploration of one of the darkest periods in
American history.

The author's meticulous research is evident throughout the book, grounding the
tale in the realities of the witch trials while adding her own creative twists. With
every turn of the page, the suspense mounts, driving readers to the edge of their
seats as they eagerly unravel the secrets and mysteries shrouding the
characters' lives.

Prepare to be spellbound as you journey into the heart of the Salem witch trials.
Experience the gripping fear, the heart-wrenching accusations, and the soul-
testing betrayal that await you in Ann Rinaldi's Break With Charity.
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Susanna English desperately wants to join the circle of girls who meet every
week at the parsonage, but she doesn’t realize the leader of the group, the
malicious Ann Putnam, is about to set off a torrent of false accusations that will
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lead to the imprisonment and execution of countless innocent people—victims of
a witch-hunt panic.

“The author’s skillful manipulation of the conventions of the young-adult novel—
particularly the rich exploration of being an outsider and going against the
mainstream—makes this book a superb vehicle for examining the social
dynamics of this legendary event.” —The Horn Book
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