
The Emerging Ownership Revolution: Owning
Our Future
Imagine a world where every individual has a stake in the economy, where wealth
and power are more evenly distributed, and where communities thrive through
cooperation and collaboration. This is the future that the emerging ownership
revolution promises. In this article, we will explore what this revolution is all about,
how it is reshaping the way we think about ownership, and the potential impact it
can have on our society.

Breaking Free from Traditional Ownership

For centuries, our economic system has been built on the premise of private
ownership, with a small group of individuals or corporations accumulating vast
amounts of wealth and power. However, this model has led to increasing
inequality and social unrest. The emerging ownership revolution aims to
challenge this status quo and create a more inclusive and equitable economy.

At the heart of this revolution is the idea that ownership should not be limited to a
privileged few but should be accessible to all. It recognizes that a more
democratic and participatory ownership structure can lead to increased economic
stability, higher employee satisfaction, and healthier communities.
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The Rise of Employee Ownership

One of the key aspects of the ownership revolution is the rise of employee
ownership models. Traditionally, employees have been treated as mere cogs in
the wheel, with little control over the direction and profits of the companies they
work for. However, employee ownership turns this dynamic on its head.

Employee-owned businesses, also known as worker cooperatives, are
enterprises that are owned and managed by their employees. This model
ensures that the workers have a say in the decision-making process, share in the
profits, and have a vested interest in the success of the business.

Studies have shown that employee-owned businesses tend to be more resilient
during economic downturns, have higher job satisfaction rates, and experience
lower turnover rates. This ownership structure not only benefits the employees
but also the wider community, as these businesses often reinvest their profits
locally and prioritize sustainable practices.

Building a Collaborative Economy

Another significant aspect of the ownership revolution is the rise of collaborative
and sharing economies. Traditionally, ownership of assets has been a
prerequisite for access to goods and services. However, with the advent of digital
platforms and peer-to-peer networks, individuals and communities are finding
new ways to share and access resources.
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Collaborative consumption, also known as the sharing economy, enables
individuals to share their underutilized resources, such as cars, homes, and tools,
with others. This model not only helps reduce waste and overconsumption but
also fosters a sense of community and social connection.

Moreover, the emergence of blockchain technology and decentralized platforms
has enabled the rise of decentralized autonomous organizations (DAOs). DAOs
are community-owned and operated organizations that leverage blockchain
technology to make decisions and allocate resources in a decentralized and
transparent manner. These organizations are challenging traditional hierarchical
structures and enabling individuals to participate in decision-making processes.

The Potential Impact

The ownership revolution has the potential to reshape our society and economy
in profound ways. By democratizing ownership and fostering collaboration and
cooperation, it can help create a more just and sustainable world.

One of the significant benefits of this revolution is the potential reduction in
income and wealth inequality. By distributing ownership and profits more evenly, it
can help bridge the gap between the rich and the poor and ensure that everyone
has access to economic opportunities.

Furthermore, the ownership revolution can lead to increased economic resilience.
Employee-owned businesses have shown to be more stable during economic
downturns, as decision-making is driven by the collective interest rather than
short-term profit maximization. This can lead to a more equitable and stable
economy that is less susceptible to market fluctuations.

Finally, this revolution can foster a sense of community and cooperation. By
encouraging collaboration and sharing, it can help break down the barriers



between individuals and create stronger bonds within communities. This can lead
to a more fulfilling and connected society.

Owning Our Future: The Time for Change

The emerging ownership revolution represents a fundamental shift in the way we
think about ownership and our economic system. It challenges the notion that
wealth and power should be concentrated in the hands of a few and instead
advocates for a more inclusive and participatory model.

As individuals, we have the power to drive this revolution forward. By supporting
employee-owned businesses, participating in sharing economies, and advocating
for policy changes that promote democratic ownership structures, we can help
shape a future where everyone has a stake in the economy.

So let's embrace the ownership revolution, for it is not only about owning our
future but also about owning a future that is more equitable, resilient, and
connected.
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A collection of company profiles that “succeeds in demonstrating how more
sustainable business ventures can function in practice” (Publishers Weekly).
 
As long as businesses are set up to focus exclusively on maximizing financial
income for the few, our economy will be locked into endless growth and widening
inequality. But now people are experimenting with new forms of ownership, which
Marjorie Kelly calls generative: aimed at creating the conditions for life for many
generations to come. 
 
These designs may hold the key to the deep transformation our civilization needs.
To understand these emerging alternatives, Kelly reports from all over the world,
visiting a community-owned wind facility in Massachusetts, a lobster cooperative
in Maine, a multibillion-dollar employee-owned department-store chain in London,
a foundation-owned pharmaceutical company in Denmark, a farmer-owned dairy
in Wisconsin, and other places where a hopeful new economy is being built.
Along the way, she finds the five essential patterns of ownership design that
make these models work.
 
“This magnificent book is a kind of recipe for how civilization might cope with its
too-big-to-fail problem. It’s a hardheaded, clear-eyed, and therefore completely
moving account of what a different world might look like—what it already does
look like in enough places that you will emerge from its pages inspired to get
involved.” —Bill McKibben, author of Deep Economy
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