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Bromfield. This enchanting retreat has captivated visitors for decades, offering a
serene escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. Join us on a journey
through the life of Louis Bromfield and the magic of Pleasant Valley.

The Life of Louis Bromfield

Louis Bromfield, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and conservationist, discovered
the allure of Pleasant Valley during his travels in the early 20th century. Born in
Mansfield, Ohio, in 1896, Bromfield achieved great success as a novelist and
playwright in the 1920s and 1930s, with several of his works being adapted into
Hollywood films.
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However, Bromfield's true passion lay in agriculture and environmental
conservation. He purchased a 1,000-acre farm in Pleasant Valley in 1938 and
embarked on a journey to restore the land and promote sustainable farming
practices. His efforts quickly gained recognition, and Pleasant Valley became a
symbol of successful land stewardship and agricultural innovation.

The Beauty of Pleasant Valley
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Pleasant Valley's allure lies in its picturesque landscapes, abundant wildlife, and
tranquil atmosphere. Rolling hills, lush forests, and meandering streams make
this region a nature lover's paradise. Visitors can explore numerous hiking trails,
engage in birdwatching, or simply take in the breathtaking scenery while enjoying
the fresh country air.

The area is also home to Richland County's largest freshwater marsh, an
ecological marvel teeming with diverse plant and animal species. This wetland
provides a unique habitat for migratory birds and serves as an important
ecological cornerstone within Pleasant Valley.

Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary

One of Pleasant Valley's crowning jewels is the wildlife sanctuary established by
Louis Bromfield. Spread across 600 acres of land, this sanctuary provides a safe
haven for an array of animals, including white-tailed deer, wild turkeys, red foxes,
and many more. Visitors can embark on guided tours or explore the sanctuary's
extensive network of trails, encountering awe-inspiring wildlife along the way.

Stepping into the wildlife sanctuary truly feels like entering a different world,
where harmony between humans and nature reigns. It stands as a testament to
Bromfield's dedication to promoting conservation and preserving the beauty of
Pleasant Valley for future generations.

The Innovative Malabar Farm

Malabar Farm, located in Pleasant Valley, is the epitome of Louis Bromfield's
vision for sustainable farming practices. This 900-acre working farm showcases
innovative techniques that prioritize soil health, crop rotation, and organic
farming. Visitors can tour the farm, witness daily agricultural operations, and even



participate in hands-on activities to gain a deeper understanding of Bromfield's
agricultural legacy.

Malabar Farm also offers various workshops and educational programs, allowing
visitors to learn about sustainable farming, animal husbandry, and the importance
of supporting local agriculture. It serves as a springboard for inspiration and
education, encouraging visitors to embrace environmentally friendly practices in
their own lives.

Pleasant Valley Today

Fast forward to the present day, and Pleasant Valley continues to enchant visitors
with its timeless beauty and the legacy of Louis Bromfield. Many of Bromfield's
original buildings have been preserved, including his beautiful country home,
which is open for public tours. The house serves as a living testament to his
creative genius and ecological endeavors.

Visitors can also enjoy a range of activities in Pleasant Valley, such as picnicking,
camping, fishing, and horseback riding. The area boasts several charming bed
and breakfast establishments, allowing visitors to fully immerse themselves in the
allure of this idyllic retreat.

The Enduring Legacy

Louis Bromfield's impact on Pleasant Valley and the world of conservation cannot
be overstated. His dedication to environmental stewardship and sustainable
farming practices paved the way for a new era of agriculture that prioritizes both
productivity and preservation.

Today, the Pleasant Valley Louis Bromfield Legacy Foundation continues to honor
Bromfield's legacy, promoting land conservation, sustainable farming education,



and cultural events inspired by his contributions. The foundation ensures that
Pleasant Valley remains a vibrant and captivating retreat for generations to come.

Visiting Pleasant Valley is like stepping into a fairytale, where nature flourishes
and human ingenuity harmonizes with the environment. The enchanting
landscapes, the captivating wildlife, and the remarkable legacy of Louis Bromfield
make this retreat an unforgettable destination.

The magic of Pleasant Valley lies not only in its natural beauty but in the inspiring
story of a man who dedicated his life to nurturing the land and teaching others the
value of conservation. Experience the charm of Pleasant Valley for yourself, and
let the legacy of Louis Bromfield ignite a passion for sustainability within you.
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"'Pleasant Valley' is one of those refreshing and delightful books that show up
once in a lifetime. The connections between earth and human are interwoven
throughout as Louis Bromfield writes about farming with elegance and joy. And
Bromfield skillfully portrays that marriage between dream and reality that is so
necessary in working the land as he writes, 'Wait until spring comes!' 'Pleasant
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Valley' is as useful now, maybe even more so, than when it was first published."
—David Kline

"I read 'Pleasant Valley' and 'The Farm' more than forty years ago, and I am still
grateful for the confirmation and encouragement I received from those books. At
a time when farming, as a vocation and an art, was going out of favor, Louis
Bromfield was a writer who genuinely and unabashedly loved it. He was not one
of those bad pastoral writers whose love for farming is distant, sentimental, and
condescending. Bromfield clearly had love it familiarly and in detail. He loved the
work and the people who did it well." —Wendell Berry
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