
The Environmental Vision Of Thomas Merton:
Embracing the Culture of the Land
Thomas Merton, a renowned writer, theologian, and mystic, is widely recognized
for his profound spiritual insights. However, Merton's environmental vision is often
overlooked. In this article, we delve into Merton's deep connection with nature
and his advocacy for a culture of the land.
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The Ecological Awakening: Merton's Journey

Thomas Merton's spiritual journey led him to discover a profound connection with
the natural world. Living as a hermit in Kentucky's Abbey of Gethsemani, Merton
immersed himself in solitude and silence, which allowed him to truly connect with
the beauty and sacredness of nature.
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Merton believed that nature provides us with a window into the divine. He saw the
interconnectedness of all living beings and the Earth as a divine reflection.
Through his writings, Merton emphasized the need for humans to be more
attuned to the rhythms and cycles of nature, and to embrace a culture that
respects the land and nurtures its resources.

The Land as a Source of Inspiration

For Merton, the land was not merely a resource to be exploited, but a source of
spiritual nourishment and inspiration. He believed that by immersing ourselves in
the natural world, we can attain a deeper understanding of ourselves and our
place in the larger web of life.

Merton's writings often explore the beauty and wonder of the land. He described
the vibrant colors of the changing seasons, the symphony of bird songs, and the
harmony of various ecosystems. Through his descriptive language, Merton
invited his readers to see nature through a new lens, as a sacred and
interconnected tapestry.

Merton also drew attention to the damaging effects of industrialization and
consumerism on the environment. He warned that the relentless pursuit of
material gains has led us away from a harmonious relationship with nature,
causing irreversible damage to ecosystems and the balance of the planet.

The Call for a Culture of the Land

Merton advocated for a shift in our cultural values, urging us to embrace a
"culture of the land." He believed that by reevaluating our priorities and adopting
sustainable practices, we could live in harmony with nature and maintain the
health and vitality of the Earth.



According to Merton, this cultural shift necessitates a deep understanding of our
interconnectedness with all living beings. It requires recognizing the intrinsic
value of the land and its resources, rather than viewing them as commodities to
be exploited for profit and convenience.

Merton called upon individuals, communities, and governments to prioritize the
preservation and restoration of the land. He emphasized the importance of
sustainable agriculture, responsible land management, and the promotion of
renewable energy sources.

Furthermore, Merton's vision of a culture of the land extends beyond
environmental activism. He believed that by embracing the sacredness of nature,
we can also foster a sense of compassion and interconnectedness with all living
beings, leading to a more peaceful and just world.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Thomas Merton's environmental vision continues to resonate with individuals and
organizations today. His writings have inspired countless people to take action,
creating a ripple effect in the movement towards sustainable living and ecological
awareness.

Non-profit organizations, faith-based communities, and educational institutions
draw inspiration from Merton's teachings, incorporating his ideas into their
initiatives and curriculum. Merton's vision serves as a guiding force in shaping a
more environmentally conscious and responsible society.

Thomas Merton's environmental vision encourages us to embrace a culture that
respects and preserves the land. His writings remind us of the sacred
interconnectedness of all living beings and the need for sustainable practices. By
adopting Merton's teachings, we can contribute to a more harmonious



relationship between humanity and the natural world, ultimately leading to a
healthier and more balanced planet.
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Nature was always vital in Thomas Merton's life, from the long hours he spent as
a child watching his father paint landscapes in the fresh air, to his final years of
solitude in the hermitage at Our Lady of Gethsemani, where he contemplated and
wrote about the beauty of his surroundings. Throughout his life, Merton's study of
the natural world shaped his spirituality in profound ways, and he was one of the
first writers to raise concern about ecological issues that have become critical in
recent years. In The Environmental Vision of Thomas Merton, author Monica
Weis suggests that Merton's interest in nature, which developed significantly
during his years at the Abbey of Gethsemani, laid the foundation for his growing
environmental consciousness. Tracing Merton's awareness of the natural world
from his childhood to the final years of his life, Weis explores his deepening
sense of place and desire for solitude, his love and responsibility for all living
things, and his evolving ecological awareness.
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an environmental view of the law is called


