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In the realm of influential historical figures, there are those whose names have
been etched in popular memory and those who have been unjustifiably forgotten,
quietly waiting to be discovered again. Suzy Wright, an exceptional woman from
the 17th century, falls into the latter category. While her story may not be widely
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known, it is one that deserves to be told and celebrated. Join us on this journey
as we uncover the extraordinary life of Suzy Wright, a trailblazer who left an
indelible mark on early American history, women's rights, and the world of
publishing.

Early Life and Education

Born in 1697 in rural Massachusetts, Susan "Suzy" Wright grew up in a time
when opportunities for women were limited. However, her insatiable curiosity and
thirst for knowledge would prove to be the driving force that led her towards
remarkable achievements. Suzy's parents, both devout Puritans, recognized her
intellectual potential and encouraged her early education.
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Suzy Wright's education was a rarity for a woman of her time. Her parents,
understanding the value of learning, provided her with access to books and
tutors. She relished in mathematics, literature, and the sciences, subjects that
were typically thought to be reserved for men. As she grew older, Suzy's passion
for education and her desire to break societal norms became evident.
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A Woman Ahead of Her Time

Despite the prevailing conventions of the time that restricted women to traditional
roles, Suzy Wright dared to defy societal expectations. She fervently believed that
women were capable of so much more and sought to challenge the status quo. At
just 20 years old, she took the bold step of opening her own print shop, becoming
the first woman known to do so in the American colonies.

The establishment of her print shop in Boston was met with both curiosity and
skepticism. Many doubted that a woman could successfully run such a business,
but Suzy proved them wrong. Her venture thrived, and she quickly gained
recognition for her exceptional writing and printing skills.

Breaking Barriers in Publishing

Suzy Wright's print shop became a hub of intellectual exchange and a meeting
place for prominent figures of the time. She self-published brochures and
pamphlets on various topics, addressing issues such as colonial politics,
women's rights, and religious freedom. Her writing showcased her sharp intellect
and fierce determination to challenge the status quo.

Additionally, Suzy played a vital role in the publication and distribution of other
works critical to the Enlightenment movement. She collaborated with notable
figures, including Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, to disseminate their
influential ideas through the printing press. Her efforts helped shape public
opinion and played a significant part in advancing intellectual and political
discourse.

Advocacy for Women's Rights

As a woman in a time of limited opportunities, Suzy Wright dedicated herself to
advocating for the rights and empowerment of her gender. Through her writings



and public speeches, she eloquently highlighted the unjust treatment and lack of
education available to women in colonial society.

Suzy's advocacy work laid the foundation for future activists and played a part in
the eventual improvement of women's rights across America. She boldly
challenged the prevailing notion that women were intellectually inferior and
actively pushed for the inclusion of women in all fields of study and work.

The Legacy of Suzy Wright

Suzy Wright's life and achievements continue to inspire generations of women
and men alike. Her bravery and trailblazing spirit serve as a reminder that
determination and passion can overcome even the most formidable obstacles.

Today, Suzy Wright's contributions to publishing, women's rights, and education
are celebrated. Her legacy serves as a testament to the power of individual
agency and the importance of challenging societal norms for the greater good. To
honor her memory, let us remember the extraordinary Suzy Wright and the
indelible impact she left on history.
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Children are taught much about the men who shaped early America, but history-
shaping colonial women remain largely unknown and undiscussed. The
Extraordinary Suzy Wright sets about to change that, telling the little-known story
of Quaker Susanna (Suzy) Wright (1697–1784), a renowned poet and political
activist. Suzy helped settle the Pennsylvania frontier, where she acted as legal
counselor to her less literate neighbors, preparing wills, deeds, indentures, and
other contracts. Surviving documents and correspondence between Suzy and a
host of her contemporaries—including Benjamin Franklin; James Logan,
Pennsylvania’s governor and chief justice; and a few signers of the Declaration of
Independence—reveal that Suzy, from her home on the frontier, exerted
considerable influence in the highest circles of Pennsylvania government. This
fascinating and inspiring story includes an author’s note, bibliography, and index.
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