The Fascinating World of Hryhory Skovoroda:
A Journey Through His Complete
Correspondence

When it comes to Ukrainian literature and philosophy, one cannot overlook the
incredible impact of Hryhory Skovoroda. Born in 1722 in the Poltava region,
Skovoroda went on to become one of Ukraine's greatest thinkers and writers. His
extensive correspondence sheds light on his profound insights, philosophical
musings, and personal struggles. In this article, we delve deep into the
captivating world of Hryhory Skovoroda's complete correspondence, examining

its historical significance and exploring the themes that shaped his works.

The Life and Times of Hryhory Skovoroda

Skovoroda's life was marked by both brilliance and adversity. Despite his humble
origins, he managed to receive an excellent education and became a renowned
philosopher, poet, and composer. His works cover a wide range of topics,

including theology, morality, spirituality, and the human condition.

Skovoroda's correspondence provides a glimpse into the challenges he faced as
an intellectual living in a society heavily influenced by the Orthodox Church and

the Russian Empire. Through his letters, we witness his relentless pursuit of truth
and freedom of thought, often in conflict with the prevailing political and religious

establishment.
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The Historical Significance of Skovoroda's Correspondence

Skovoroda's correspondence holds immense historical value. It offers a unique
perspective on the cultural and intellectual landscape of 18th-century Ukraine. By
examining his letters, historians gain valuable insights into the social and political

structures of the time, as well as the intellectual climate.

Moreover, Skovoroda's correspondence reveals the intricate web of friendships
and professional relationships he maintained throughout his life. His
correspondents include prominent figures such as Ivan Kotliarevsky, Volodymyr
Monomakh, and Hryhory Kochur. Through these exchanges, we gain a more
comprehensive understanding of Skovoroda's impact on his contemporaries and

the influence they, in turn, had on him.

Themes Explored in Skovoroda's Correspondence

Skovoroda's letters cover a wide array of topics, making them both intellectually
stimulating and emotionally captivating. His correspondence explores themes

such as:

» The search for spiritual enlightenment
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» The complexities of human nature
» The struggle between reason and faith
» The pursuit of personal freedom

= The role of art and philosophy in society

These universal themes resonate with readers of all backgrounds, making
Skovoroda's correspondence a timeless treasure that transcends the boundaries

of time and culture.

The Language and Style of Skovoroda's Correspondence

Skovoroda's letters are not only remarkable in content but also in language and
style. Written in Old Ukrainian, they showcase the linguistic richness of the era
and offer linguists and literary scholars a valuable resource for studying the

development of Ukrainian language and literature.

Furthermore, Skovoroda's unique literary style combines poetry, prose, and
philosophical reflections, creating a captivating blend that distinguishes his
correspondence from others of the time. His use of metaphor, allegory, and vivid

descriptions ensures an engaging and thought-provoking reading experience.

The Legacy of Hryhory Skovoroda's Correspondence

Skovoroda left a lasting impact on Ukrainian literature, philosophy, and culture.
His correspondence serves as a testament to his intellectual prowess and his
unwavering commitment to individual freedom and intellectual exploration. His
influence can still be felt today, inspiring modern Ukrainian writers, thinkers, and

artists.



By exploring the complete correspondence of Hryhory Skovoroda, we gain a
profound appreciation for his philosophical insights and the challenges he faced
during his lifetime. It is through these letters that we glimpse into the mind of a
genius, a man who dared to challenge societal norms and pave the way for future

generations.

In

Hryhory Skovoroda's complete correspondence offers a fascinating journey into
the mind of one of Ukraine's greatest intellectuals. Through his letters, we gain
valuable insights into his life, his struggles, and his philosophical musings. The
historical significance, universal themes, unique style, and enduring legacy of
Skovoroda's correspondence make it a treasure trove for scholars and
enthusiasts alike. By engaging with this remarkable collection, we honor and
appreciate the extraordinary contributions of Hryhory Skovoroda to the realm of

literature and philosophy.
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The religious philosopher and poet Hryhory Skovoroda (1722-1794) is described
by many as the Ukrainian Socrates and was one of the most learned men of his
time. He was a polyglot who knew the Bible virtually by heart, as well as the
writings of the Church Fathers and the literature of Greek and Roman antiquity.
The eminent literary critic lvan Dziuba considers Skovoroda the greatest
Ukrainian mind ever. And Yuri Andrukhovych, one of the most prominent
Ukrainian writers of today, calls him “the first Ukrainian hippie” on account of his
itinerant lifestyle and rejection of worldly life. The impact of Skovoroda’s life and
works has been well documented on major writers in future generations, such as

Leo Tolstoy, Andrei Bely and Pavlo Tychyna, to name but a few.

None of Skovoroda’s works appeared during his lifetime — they were first
published in 1837 in Moscow. The texts of Skovoroda’s writings were preserved
mostly by Skovoroda’s lifelong friend Mykhailo Kovalynsky, to whom he had given
the manuscripts. Skovoroda’s extant writings consist of a collection of thirty
poems entitled The Garden of Divine Songs along with other occasional poems, a
collection of fables entitled Kharkiv Fables, which was published in 1990, and
seventeen philosophical treatises. Most of the treatises were composed during

the latter part of his life.

The letters of Skovoroda are appearing in their entirety here in English for the first

time, accompanied by a guest by Leonid Rudnytzky.

This title has been realised by a team of the following dedicated professionals:

Translated by Eleonora Adams and Michael M. Naydan,

Edited by Liliana M. Naydan,

The cover shows a detail from Blessing of the Road,



by Mykola Kumanovsky from the Woskob Private Collection,
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