
The Fascinating and Timeless Japanese
Portrait Pictures of Different People - Tuttle
Classics
A portrait can offer a glimpse into the soul of a person, capturing their essence,
emotions, and unique individuality. And when it comes to showcasing cultural
diversity, few countries can compare to Japan. Within the realm of Japanese art,
the tradition of portraiture has evolved over the centuries, delivering captivating
images that capture the myriad faces and stories of its people. In this article, we
explore the exquisite Japanese portrait pictures of different people, a treasure
trove of visual narratives awaiting discovery through the mesmerizing lens of
Tuttle Classics.

Unveiling the Passion: Tuttle Classics

Tuttle Classics is a renowned publisher known for their expertise in bringing
timeless works of Japanese art and literature to the world. They have a fabulous
collection of Japanese portrait pictures that offer a unique perspective on the lives
and culture of the Japanese people throughout history.

Their collection showcases artwork from both renowned and lesser-known artists,
enabling a rare insight into the fascinating stories that reside within these
captivating portraits. The diverse range of subjects, styles, and techniques used
by the artists evokes a deep appreciation for the rich tapestry of Japanese
society.
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The Time-Honored Art of Japanese Portraiture

Japanese portraiture dates back thousands of years, with its roots traced to the
ancient practice of capturing the likeness of the Imperial family and nobility.
However, over time, the art form expanded to embrace individuals from all walks
of life, providing a comprehensive narrative of the Japanese people.

There are several notable styles of Japanese portraits, each carrying its own
distinct characteristics:

Kanō School Portraits

The Kanō School, one of the most influential schools of Japanese painting, was
renowned for its portraits of samurai warriors, nobles, and religious figures. This
style employed bold lines, vibrant colors, and meticulous attention to detail to
portray the essence and grandeur of its subjects.

Ukiyo-e Portraits

Ukiyo-e, meaning "pictures of the floating world," became popular during the Edo
period. This style captured the daily lives of commoners, courtesans, and actors
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with vibrant colors and lively scenes. Ukiyo-e portraits provide a glimpse into the
diverse populace of Japan, showcasing their activities, fashion, and emotions.

Bijinga Portraits

Bijinga, or "pictures of beautiful women," focus on portraying female subjects in
various settings, reflecting their elegance, grace, and femininity. These portraits
often celebrate the beauty and innermost thoughts of women, serving as a
reflection of societal ideals and cultural nuances.

Bunjin Portraits

The Bunjin style emerged during the Edo period, emphasizing the portrayal of
intellectuals, scholars, and literati. These portraits often showcased the subjects
engaged in cultural pursuits such as calligraphy or tea ceremonies, embodying
the refined sensibilities of the literati class.

Unlocking the Stories: Tuttle Classics' Collection

Tuttle Classics boasts an impressive collection of Japanese portrait pictures that
beautifully encapsulate the diversity and depth of Japanese society. Here are a
few noteworthy works:

Portrait of a Samurai: A Glimpse into Bushido

This compelling portrait delves into the world of the samurai, capturing the
warrior's strength, honor, and unwavering loyalty. Through the intricate brushwork
and attention to detail, the artist reveals the complex code of bushido, the way of
the warrior.

Geisha in the Cherry Blossoms: The Charms of Ukiyo-e

Transport yourself to the vibrant streets of ancient Japan with this mesmerizing
Ukiyo-e portrait. The geisha, adorned in an exquisite kimono, gracefully strolls



amidst a backdrop of blooming cherry blossoms. The artist masterfully captures
the ephemeral beauty of the moment, evoking a sense of nostalgia and wonder.

The Enigmatic Scholar: Exploring the Bunjin World

This remarkable portrait unravels the mystique of the Bunjin style, showcasing
the scholarly pursuits of the literati class. The subject, engrossed in profound
thoughts, brings to life the intellectual curiosity and refined tastes that defined this
era of Japanese history.

Experience the Captivating World of Japanese Portraits

Tuttle Classics' collection of Japanese portrait pictures offers a window into the
lives, emotions, and stories of a diverse range of individuals throughout history.
Whether you are a connoisseur of art or simply a lover of history and culture, the
enthralling world of Japanese portraiture is sure to captivate your imagination.

Explore the extraordinary collection of Japanese portrait pictures by Tuttle
Classics, and embark on a visual journey that transcends time and space. Allow
these remarkable works of art to reveal the fascinating tapestry of Japanese
society, where traditions collide, and stories unfold.

Uncover the secrets of the soul as you delve into the mesmerizing world of
Japanese portraiture. Tuttle Classics invites you to immerse yourself in the
beauty, diversity, and timeless allure of their Japanese portrait pictures.
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Longtime resident of Japan and Japanese culture expert Donald Richie shares
his private recollections, capturing the personalities of the Japanese people with
insight and humor.

Informed by Richie's background in film, this extensive collection of brief written
"portraits" expertly captures the personalities of 54 different Japanese people --
some of whom are famous, some notorious, and some unknown. Japanese
Portraits presents one author's vision of Japanese culture and etiquette through
precise, intimate profiles of both the ordinary and extraordinary people that make
up this diverse nation.

This collection of individual vignettes presents a view of the Japanese that is
entirely unhindered by the various theories about them, and about culture in
Japan as a whole. Richie writes, "I am writing about people, not 'a people;' a
series of portraits of certain Japanese I have known personally, each of whom,
being human, is unique."

The book depicts Japanese people as complicated, simple, inscrutable, and
understandable, like anyone else, yet still individual.
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In these 54 pieces, you'll meet some household names -- Mishima, Kawabata,
Mifune, Kurosawa -- as well as little-known neighborhood figures: the would-be
geisha, the ex-boxer turned gangster, the scheming bar madame, and the elderly
man dying alone. Among the dozens of others profiled, there are individuals who
have in common the fact that they knew the author, and that -- fortunately for us
&8212; he knew them.
br>These highly personal reminiscences form one of the most original and
deeply-felt books on Japanese culture ever to appear.
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