
The Fort of Nine Towers: A Tale of Resilience
and Survival
Located on the outskirts of the historic city of Kabul, Afghanistan, stands a
monument that has witnessed centuries of turmoil, war, and strife. The Fort of
Nine Towers, also known as Qala-e-Noh or De Haft Qal'a, is a structure that holds
the secrets of a resilient nation and its courageous people.

A Testament of History

Built in the 18th century as a defense fortress by Ahmad Shah Durrani, the Fort of
Nine Towers has survived invasions, occupations, and conflicts throughout its
existence. Its colossal walls made of local clay and mud-brick have withstood the
test of time, preserving the stories of countless generations.

Legend has it that the fort derives its name from the nine imposing towers that
guard its perimeter. These towers stand tall and solid, symbolizing the collective
endurance and spirit of the Afghan people. Each tower represents a chapter in
the nation's history, from ancient dynasties to modern-day struggles.
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From Dynasty to Dynasty

Beyond its architectural grandeur, the Fort of Nine Towers carries the weight of
legendary figures and historical events. It witnessed the rise and fall of various
Afghan dynasties – from the Durrani and Barakzai to the Moheb and Musahiban
families. Each dynasty brought its own tales of triumphs and tribulations to the
fortress, leaving an indelible mark on its walls.

One of the most significant periods in the fort's history was during the Soviet-
Afghan War in the 1980s. As invading Soviet forces encroached upon Kabul, the
fort became a symbol of resistance against foreign occupation. Afghan fighters
sought refuge within its storied walls, using the fortress as a strategic stronghold
to defend their homeland.

The fort stood strong, acting as a witness to the bravery and determination of the
Afghan mujahideen. It became a sanctuary for countless families seeking
protection from the horrors of war. Amidst the chaos and destruction, the fort
became a symbol of hope and resilience.

A Sanctuary for Survival

Throughout its turbulent history, the Fort of Nine Towers has provided a sanctuary
for Afghans seeking refuge from conflict. From the Soviet-Afghan War to the more
recent Taliban reign, countless families have sought solace within its storied
walls. The fort not only served as a physical shelter but also a source of
inspiration and fortitude.
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One such story is that of Qais Akbar Omar, an Afghan author who grew up within
the boundaries of the fort. In his memoir titled "A Fort of Nine Towers," Omar
recalls his childhood spent amidst the chaos and uncertainty of war. The fort
became his world, a place where he found solace amidst the sounds of bombs
and gunfire.

Omar's memoir sheds light on the resilience and vigor of a nation that refuses to
be defeated. It captures the daily struggles, fears, and hopes of those who have
called the fort their home. It also highlights the power of storytelling in preserving
the history and spirit of a nation.

The Fort's Legacy

Today, the Fort of Nine Towers remains an emblem of resilience and survival.
Despite the seemingly insurmountable challenges faced by Afghanistan
throughout the years, the fort stands as a constant reminder of the nation's
unwavering spirit.

While the physical structure may have suffered damages from years of conflict,
efforts are underway to restore its splendor and preserve its heritage. The fort has
become a symbol of national pride and a testament to the endurance and
courage of the Afghan people.

As visitors walk through the ancient corridors and gaze upon the towering walls,
they cannot help but feel a sense of awe and respect for the fort's history. Each
stone holds a story, each tower represents a chapter, and the entire structure
stands as a guardian of Afghanistan's vivid past.

The Fort of Nine Towers is not merely a monument of stone and mortar; it is a
living testament to the resilience and survival of the Afghan people. It is a
testament to the indomitable spirit that prevails despite adversity.



As the fort continues to endure the challenges of a war-torn nation, it serves as a
reminder that resilience can thrive even in the most challenging circumstances.
The fort's walls have seen the rise and fall of empires, the struggles of
generations, and still, it stands tall.

Afghanistan's Fort of Nine Towers is more than just a historical landmark – it is a
symbol of hope, strength, and the power of the human spirit to overcome
adversity. Its legacy will continue to inspire generations to come, reminding them
that no matter how insurmountable the obstacles may seem, the spirit of
resilience can conquer all.
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One of the rare memoirs of Afghanistan to have been written by an Afghan, A Fort
of Nine Towers reveals the richness and suffering of life in a country whose
history has become deeply entwined with our own.

For the young Qais Akbar Omar, Kabul was a city of gardens where he flew kites
from his grandfather's roof with his cousin Wakeel while their parents, uncles, and
aunts drank tea around a cloth spread in the grass. It was a time of telling stories,
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reciting poetry, selling carpets, and arranging marriages. Then civil war exploded.
Their neighborhood found itself on the front line of a conflict that grew more
savage by the day.

With rockets falling around them, Omar's family fled, leaving behind everything
they owned to take shelter in an old fort--only a few miles distant and yet a world
away from the gunfire. As the violence escalated, Omar's father decided he must
take his children out of the country to safety. On their perilous journey, they
camped in caves behind the colossal Buddha statues in Bamyan, and took refuge
with nomad cousins, herding their camels and sheep. While his father
desperately sought smugglers to take them over the border, Omar grew up on the
road, and met a deaf-mute carpet weaver who would show him his life's purpose.

Later, as the Mujahedin war devolved into Taliban madness, Omar learned about
quiet resistance. He survived a brutal and arbitrary imprisonment, and, at
eighteen, opened a secret carpet factory to provide work for neighborhood girls,
who were forbidden to go to school or even to leave their homes. As they tied
knots at their looms, Omar's parents taught them literature and science.

In this stunning coming-of-age memoir, Omar recounts terrifyingly narrow
escapes and absurdist adventures, as well as moments of intense joy and
beauty. Inflected with folktales, steeped in poetry, A Fort ofNine Towers is a life-
affirming triumph.
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