The Incredible Story of The Underground
Railroad and Its Angel at Philadelphia

The Underground Railroad was a covert network of individuals and safe houses
that aided enslaved African Americans in their escape from slavery to freedom
during the 19th century. The stories of bravery, determination, and sacrifice that
emerged from this clandestine operation remain an integral part of American
history. One of the most remarkable tales is the story of the "Angel at

Philadelphia", whose unwavering dedication saved countless lives.

The Beginnings of The Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad dates back to the late 18th century when the
abolitionist movement gained momentum. Slavery was deeply ingrained in
American society. In response, a network of individuals who opposed slavery
began to develop secret routes and safe houses to help enslaved people flee to

the North or Canada, where slavery was prohibited.

Philadelphia, a city at the epicenter of the Underground Railroad, became a
crucial hub in this vast network. The city's location allowed freedom seekers to
move further north, and its large Quaker population played a significant role in

providing aid and resources to the cause.
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Angel, The Enigmatic Savior

Within this covert network, one name stood out - Angel. Little is known about this
mysterious figure, but the impact of her actions was immeasurable. Stories and
testimonies from those who were saved by her grace reveal a person of immense
courage and determination. Angel would risk her own freedom to ensure the

safety of others, going to extraordinary lengths to protect those seeking refuge.

The moniker "Angel" came about because people felt they had encountered a
guardian angel when they encountered this brave soul. Her compassion and
selflessness became legendary, as she went above and beyond to provide

shelter, food, and guidance to the fugitives under her care.

A Beacon of Hope

The city of Philadelphia became a beacon of hope for those fleeing slavery. The
presence of Angel and others like her turned it into a sanctuary where the
enslaved could momentarily taste freedom before continuing their perilous
journey. Safe houses, often operated by sympathetic individuals or Quaker

families, offered temporary housing, sustenance, and support.

Angel became the heart of this sanctuary, fearlessly guiding hundreds, if not
thousands, of freedom seekers to safety. Her methods were innovative and
audacious, making her a force to be reckoned with. She used disguises, coded
messages, and secret tunnels to outsmart slave trackers and provide the

enslaved with a chance at freedom.
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The Legacy of The Underground Railroad and Angel

The stories of those who made the treacherous journey through the Underground
Railroad and encountered Angel are a testament to the indomitable human spirit.
Their sacrifices and unwavering determination in the face of unimaginable

adversity are a powerful reminder of the fight for freedom.

Although the true identity of Angel remains unknown, her contributions to the
abolitionist movement will forever be remembered. She showed that one person,
with the strength of conviction and a desire for justice, can make an extraordinary

impact on the lives of countless individuals.

The Underground Railroad and its Angel at Philadelphia embody the triumph of
humanity over oppression. They serve as a reminder that even in the darkest
times, hope can still prevail. Today, their legacy inspires generations to stand up

against injustice and fight for a world where everyone can live free.

The Underground Railroad and the Angel at Philadelphia represent a remarkable
chapter in American history. The bravery and determination of those involved in
this covert operation shine a light on the resilience of the human spirit. The
stories of escape, sacrifice, and the unwavering commitment of individuals like

Angel serve as an inspiration for generations to come.
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The first full-length biography of William Still, one of the most important leaders of

the Underground Railroad.

William Still: The Underground Railroad and the Angel at Philadelphia is the first
major biography of the free Black abolitionist William Still, who coordinated the
Eastern Line of the Underground Railroad and was a pillar of the Railroad as a
whole. Based in Philadelphia, Still built a reputation as a courageous leader,
writer, philanthropist, and guide for fugitive enslaved people. This monumental
work details Still’s life story beginning with his parents’ escape from bondage in
the early nineteenth century and continuing through his youth and adulthood as
one of the nation’s most important Underground Railroad agents and, later, as an
early civil rights pioneer. Still worked personally with Harriet Tubman, assisted the
family of John Brown, helped Brown’s associates escape from Harper’s Ferry
after their famous raid, and was a rival to Frederick Douglass among nationally
prominent African American abolitionists. Still’s life story is told in the broader
context of the anti-slavery movement, Philadelphia Quaker and free black history,
and the generational conflict that occurred between Still and a younger group of

free black activists led by Octavius Catto.

Unique to this book is an accessible and detailed database of the 995 fugitives
Still helped escape from the South to the North and Canada between 1853 and
1861. The database contains twenty different fields—including name, age,
gender, skin color, date of escape, place of origin, mode of transportation, and
literacy—and serves as a valuable aid for scholars by offering the opportunity to
find new information, and therefore a new perspective, on runaway enslaved

people who escaped on the Eastern Line of the Underground Railroad. Based on
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Still’'s own writings and a multivariate statistical analysis of the database of the
runaways he assisted on their escape to freedom, the book challenges previously
accepted interpretations of the Underground Railroad. The audience for William
Still is a diverse one, including scholars and general readers interested in the
history of the anti-slavery movement and the operation of the Underground

Railroad, as well as genealogists tracing African American ancestors.
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