
The Incredible Valor of Marine Third
Reconnaissance Battalion in Vietnam - A
Riveting Account of Heroes
In the tumultuous and harrowing conflict that was the Vietnam War, one Marine
battalion stood out for their unwavering bravery, tactical prowess, and unwavering
commitment to their brothers in arms. The Marine Third Reconnaissance
Battalion proved time and again that they were not only skilled soldiers but also
true heroes. In this article, we delve into the valor and sacrifice displayed by
these warriors during their time in Vietnam from 1965 to 1970.

The Birth of Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion

The Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion was activated on April 1, 1965, in
Okinawa, Japan, in response to the growing need for specialized reconnaissance
units in the escalating Vietnam War. From the very beginning, the members of
this battalion were meticulously selected, undergoing rigorous training to ensure
they were well-prepared for the challenges that awaited them in the battlefield.

Equipped with state-of-the-art equipment and armed to the teeth, the members of
the Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion were trained to carry out a variety of
missions, including gathering intelligence, conducting surveillance, and
performing direct action raids to disrupt enemy operations. Their comprehensive
training encompassed land, sea, and air operations, making them a versatile
force that could seamlessly adapt to any situation in the hostile terrains of
Vietnam.
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Valor and Sacrifice on the Battlefield

Deployed to Vietnam in 1966, Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion quickly
became known for their courage and tenacity in combat. They were frequently
called upon to gather critical intelligence in enemy-infested territories, operating
deep behind enemy lines. These missions required not only exceptional physical
fitness and combat skills but also an unwavering determination to accomplish
their objectives.

Day and night, these brave Marines conducted long-range patrols, often surviving
for weeks with limited supplies and constant threats lurking just beyond the jungle
foliage. Enduring harsh weather conditions, treacherous terrain, and constant
enemy engagements, the members of Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion
showed incredible resilience and resolve.

One of the most significant accomplishments of the battalion was Operation
Hastings in July 1966. Tasked with disrupting the supply lines of the North
Vietnamese Army, the Marines carried out a daring assault deep into enemy
territory. Despite being heavily outnumbered, they engaged the enemy in fierce
combat, inflicting heavy casualties and successfully achieving their objective.
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Another notable engagement was the Battle of Khe Sanh in 1968. Stationed near
the Demilitarized Zone, the Marines of Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion
faced intense fighting against the North Vietnamese Army. Their intelligence
gathering provided crucial information for the defense of the Khe Sanh Combat
Base, ultimately contributing to the American victory in the battle.

A Brotherhood Instead of a Battalion

What made Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion truly exceptional was the
bond that developed among its members. Through the toughest and most
perilous of times, they relied on each other for support and protection. The
harrowing experiences they shared forged an unbreakable brotherhood that
extended far beyond their time in Vietnam.

The dedication to their fellow Marines was evident in every operation and firefight.
They always had each other's backs, never hesitating to risk their own lives to
save a teammate. This selflessness and unwavering loyalty truly set them apart
and earned the admiration of their fellow soldiers.

A Legacy of Honor and Courage

The Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion concluded their deployment in
Vietnam in 1970, having survived countless battles and made significant
contributions to the overall war effort. Their exemplary performance and
indomitable spirit in the face of adversity inspire future generations of Marines,
upholding their legacy of honor and courage.

While the Vietnam War may be a dark chapter in our history, the heroic actions of
the Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion shine brightly through the shadows.
Their unwavering commitment to duty, their sacrifices, and their remarkable
achievements in the face of overwhelming odds make them true legends.



Their stories deserve to be heard and remembered, as their courage serves as a
testament to the extraordinary capabilities and valor displayed by the United
States Marine Corps. The Marine Third Reconnaissance Battalion will forever
hold a special place in the hearts of those who appreciate the sacrifices made by
our brave men in uniform during the Vietnam War.
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FOUR CONGRESSIONAL MEDALS OF HONOR,
THIRTEEN NAVAL CROSSES,
SEVENTY-TWO SILVER STARS . . .
In four and a half years in Vietnam, the Marines of the Third Reconnaissance
Battalion repeatedly penetrated North Vietnamese and Vietcong sanctuaries by
foot and by helicopter to find enemy forces, learn the enemy's intentions, and,
when possible, bring deadly fire down on his head. Heavily armed, well-
camouflaged teams of six and eight men daily exposed themselves to
overwhelming enemy forces so that other Marines would have the information
necessary to fight the war.
It's all here: grueling, tense, and deadly recon patrols; insertions directly into NVA
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basecamps; last-stand defenses in the wreckage of downed helicopters; pursuit
by superior North Vietnamese forces; agonizing deaths of men who valiantly put
their lives on the line.
NEVER WITHOUT HEROES is the first book to recount the story of a Marine
reconnaissance battalion in Vietnam from the day of its arrival to its withdrawal. In
Vietnam, Larry Vetter served as a platoon leader in Third Recon Battalion. He
supplements his own recollections with Marine Corps records, exhaustive
interviews with veterans, and correspondence to capture the bravery, and self-
sacrifice of war.
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