
The Legend Of The Navy Most Daring
Helicopter Pilot

The Beginnings

Meet Tom Bates, the legendary Navy helicopter pilot known for his daring
missions and unmatched skills in the field. Nicknamed "The Fearless," Bates has
become a true icon in the world of military aviation. His journey to becoming a
legendary pilot started long before he even joined the Navy.

From an early age, Bates showed a passion for aviation. Growing up near a
military airbase, he would spend hours mesmerized by the powerful aircraft taking
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off and landing. Inspired by the bravery of military pilots, he knew he wanted to
become one of them someday.
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After completing his education, Bates enlisted in the Navy and embarked on an
intense training program to become a helicopter pilot. His determination and
natural aptitude for flying quickly caught the attention of his instructors, who saw
something special in him.
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A True Maverick

Bates excelled in his training, quickly mastering the complex maneuvers required
to handle various helicopters. But it was his fearlessness and willingness to take
risks that truly set him apart. While many pilots would shy away from daring
missions, Bates embraced them, seeing them as opportunities to make a real
difference.

One of his most notable missions involved a daring rescue operation during a
severe storm. A cargo ship had become stranded in the midst of treacherous
waves, and the crew desperately needed assistance. While most pilots deemed
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the mission too dangerous to attempt, Bates saw it as a challenge he couldn't
ignore.

The relentless rain and strong winds made flying incredibly difficult, but Bates
maneuvered his helicopter with precision and skill. Against all odds, he managed
to reach the stranded crew and successfully airlift them to safety. This incredible
act of bravery earned him the title of "The Navy's Most Daring Helicopter Pilot."

A Legacy of Courage

Throughout his career, Bates continued to push the boundaries of what was
considered possible. His thirst for adventure and desire to help those in need led
him to perform countless daring rescues, risking his own life to save others. His
name became synonymous with courage and selflessness.

But Bates was not just a skilled pilot; he was also a mentor to younger
generations of aspiring aviators. He shared his knowledge and experiences,
instilling in them the values of bravery, perseverance, and dedication. His legacy
lives on through those he inspired to follow in his footsteps.



A Lasting Impact

Today, Bates may have retired from active duty, but his impact on the Navy and
the aviation community as a whole is undeniable. His story continues to inspire
both military personnel and civilians alike.

From his daring rescue missions in the midst of storms to his unwavering
dedication to helping others, Tom Bates remains a true legend. He proved that
with enough courage and determination, we can overcome any challenge and
make a lasting impact on the world.
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The true story of Bronze Star recipient Allen Weseleskey and his high-risk rescue
mission, carried out under heavy fire in Vietnam. Includes photos.
 
When the going is fast and rough, I will not falter. I will be uncompromising in
every blow I strike. I will be humble in victory. I am a United States Navy Flyer. —
from “A Navy Flyer’s Creed”
 
Barely a month after the start of the Tet Offensive in 1968, a Navy flyer applied
this creed—and dared to risk not only his career but also his and his fellow
aircrewmen’s lives in rescuing a wounded US Army advisor only moments from
certain battlefield death. 
 
The pilot, Lt. Cdr. Allen E. “Wes” Weseleskey, had been assigned to the Navy’s
Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron Three, the “Seawolves,” at the Vinh Long
Army Airfield. His controversial mission took place in March 1968 in the Mekong
Delta region. Two ARVN companies were being overwhelmed and despite
coming under heavy fire, Weseleskey decided to go in and rescue as many
survivors as possible. The accompanying Seawolf was forced to turn back after
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taking hits, but Weseleskey, with the agreement of his crew, persisted—flying so
low under the treeline that they were out of reach of the VC rocket launchers.
 
Weseleskey was awarded the Bronze Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, and
the Navy Cross during his service. This is his story, from early assignments,
clashes with superior officers, missions and rescues during the Tet Offensive, to
homecoming. It is the story of a quintessential flyer, an American hero who was
prepared to speak his mind and take risks—and of the vital role of the Seawolves
in the Vietnam War.
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