
The Life And Narrative Of Bert Corona Latinos
In American Society And Culture
When it comes to the history of Latinos in American society and culture, one
individual who played a significant role was Bert Corona. Born on November 24,
1918, in El Paso, Texas, Corona dedicated his life to fighting for the rights and
betterment of the Latino community. His story is one of resilience, activism, and
advocating for social justice.

Early Life and Education

Bert Corona was born into a humble Mexican-American family. His parents
migrated from Mexico to the United States in search of a better life. Growing up in
the racially segregated communities of Texas, Corona experienced firsthand the
discrimination faced by Latinos during that era.

Despite the challenges, Corona was determined to rise above his circumstances.
He excelled academically and went on to study sociology at the University of
California, Los Angeles. His education provided him with a deeper understanding
of social issues and fueled his desire to create change.
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Activism and Civil Rights Movements

During the 1940s and 1950s, Corona actively participated in various civil rights
movements. He was a prominent figure in the fight for desegregation in schools
and housing, working alongside influential activists such as Cesar Chavez and
Dolores Huerta.

Corona played a vital role in co-founding the Community Service Organization
(CSO), which aimed to empower Latino communities by registering voters,
fighting against police brutality, and advocating for better working conditions.
Under his leadership, the CSO became a prominent force in the political
landscape of California.

His commitment to social justice continued throughout his life as he participated
in countless protests, organized labor strikes, and spoke out against
discriminatory policies. Corona believed that change could only occur through
collective action and empowering the Latino community.

The Chicano Movement and Legacy

As the 1960s brought about the Chicano Movement, Bert Corona embraced the
principles and ideals of this important cultural and political movement. The
Chicano Movement aimed to fight for the rights and equality of Mexican-
Americans, emphasizing pride in their cultural heritage.
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Corona became an influential figure within the movement, advocating for political
representation, educational opportunities, and fair treatment for all Latinos. He
helped establish organizations such as the National Chicano Anti-Defamation
Committee and the Mexican American Political Association, further solidifying his
impact on Latino activism.

Throughout his life, Bert Corona's dedication to the Latino community earned him
respect and recognition. His tireless efforts and commitment to justice influenced
numerous individuals and future activists who continue to fight for equality today.

Bert Corona's life and narrative serve as an inspirational story of activism,
resilience, and social justice. His contributions to the Latino community and
American society as a whole should never be forgotten.

From his early experiences of discrimination to his involvement in civil rights
movements, Corona's impact on the fight for equality is undeniable. His legacy
lives on, reminding us of the ongoing struggles faced by Latinos and the
importance of advocating for change.

In honoring the life of Bert Corona, we acknowledge the progress achieved and
the work that still lies ahead in ensuring a fair and inclusive society for all.
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Who is Bert Corona? Though not readily identified by most Americans, nor indeed
by many Mexican Americans, Corona is a man of enormous political commitment
whose activism has spanned much of this century. Now his voice can be heard by
the wide audience it deserves. In this landmark publication—the first
autobiography by a major figure in Chicano history—Bert Corona relates his life
story.

Corona was born in El Paso in 1918. Inspired by his parents' participation in the
Mexican Revolution, he dedicated his life to fighting economic and social
injustice. An early labor organizer among ethnic communities in southern
California, Corona has agitated for labor and civil rights since the 1940s. His
efforts continue today in campaigns to organize undocumented immigrants.

This book evolved from a three-year oral history project between Bert Corona and
historian Mario T. García. The result is a testimonio, a collaborative autobiography
in which historical memories are preserved more through oral traditions than
through written documents. Corona's story represents a collective memory of the
Mexican-American community's struggle against discrimination and racism. His
narration and García's analysis together provide a journey into the Mexican-
American world.

Bert Corona's reflections offer us an invaluable glimpse at the lifework of a major
grass-roots American leader. His story is further enriched by biographical
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sketches of others whose names have been little recorded during six decades of
American labor history.
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