
The Life And Turbulent Times Of Chief Justice
John Roberts
Throughout history, there have been numerous figures who have left an indelible
mark on the world and shaped the course of their nations. One such influential
individual is Chief Justice John Roberts, the leader of the United States Supreme
Court. Born in Buffalo, New York, on January 27, 1955, Roberts hails from a
humble background that belies his immense influence and wide-reaching impact
on American jurisprudence.

Early Life and Education

John Glover Roberts Jr. grew up in Long Beach, Indiana, a small town located
along the southern shore of Lake Michigan. Born into a working-class family,
Roberts developed a strong work ethic and a sense of responsibility from a young
age. His father, John Glover Roberts Sr., owned a steel company, while his
mother, Rosemary Roberts, worked as a school secretary.

Roberts attended a local public school, where he excelled academically. His
impressive grades and ambition earned him a scholarship to attend Harvard
College, where he pursued a degree in history. During his undergraduate years,
Roberts displayed his exceptional intellect and leadership skills, serving as the
captain of the Harvard Debate Council.
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After completing his undergraduate studies, Roberts went on to attend Harvard
Law School, where he distinguished himself as one of the top students in his
class. His exceptional legal acumen and dedication to his studies caught the
attention of his professors and mentors, who predicted a bright future for the
young law student.

Early Career and Rise to Prominence

Upon graduating from law school, Roberts clerked for Judge Henry Friendly of
the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. His clerkship provided
him with invaluable exposure to the inner workings of the judicial system and
allowed him to gain a deep understanding of appellate litigation.

Following his clerkship, Roberts further honed his legal skills by joining the law
firm Hogan & Hartson. During his time at the firm, Roberts focused primarily on
appellate litigation and developed a reputation for his meticulous attention to
detail and rigorous preparation. His dedication to his craft soon led to his
appointment as Deputy Solicitor General of the United States, where he argued
cases before the Supreme Court on behalf of the federal government.
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Roberts' expertise in constitutional law and his success as an advocate before
the highest court in the land captured the attention of President George H.W.
Bush. In 1992, Bush appointed Roberts as a judge of the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, setting the stage for Roberts'
ascension to higher judicial office.

The Chief Justice

In 2005, President George W. Bush nominated John Roberts to serve as the
seventeenth Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. Roberts'
nomination came as a surprise to some, as he had only served on the D.C.
Circuit for a relatively short period. However, his legal acumen, intellectual rigor,
and conservative leanings aligned with the president's vision for the court.

Since assuming the role of Chief Justice, Roberts has presided over a Supreme
Court that has been marked by a series of high-profile and contentious cases.
From landmark decisions on abortion rights and affirmative action to contentious
battles over the Affordable Care Act, Roberts' tenure has been characterized by
both triumphs and controversies.

One of the most significant moments in Roberts' career came in 2012 when he
cast the deciding vote in the case National Federation of Independent Business v.
Sebelius, upholding the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act. The
unexpected decision demonstrated Roberts' commitment to institutional integrity
and his dedication to upholding the rule of law, even if it meant crossing
ideological lines.

Legacy and Influence

Beyond his notable decisions and opinions, Chief Justice John Roberts has left a
lasting impact on the judiciary and the legal profession as a whole. His



commitment to collegiality and consensus-building has helped shape the court's
dynamics and foster a more collaborative atmosphere among the justices.

Roberts' approach to judicial decision-making reflects his belief in the importance
of the Supreme Court's institutional legitimacy. He has expressed concerns about
the court becoming perceived as a partisan body, advocating for a more unified
and measured approach to contentious issues.

While Chief Justice Roberts' tenure has not been without its critics, there is no
denying the significant role he has played in shaping the Supreme Court and
influencing the course of American jurisprudence. His legacy will continue to be
debated and analyzed for years to come.

Chief Justice John Roberts' life and career have been defined by his unwavering
dedication to the law and his commitment to upholding the principles of justice
and fairness. From his modest beginnings in Indiana to his ascent to the highest
judicial office in the land, Roberts has demonstrated remarkable intellect,
resilience, and a steadfast commitment to the rule of law.

By examining the life and turbulent times of Chief Justice John Roberts, we gain
insights into the inner workings of the Supreme Court and the challenges faced
by its members. Roberts' ability to navigate these challenges while remaining true
to his principles has cemented his place in history as a transformative figure in
American law.
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An incisive biography of the Supreme Court's enigmatic Chief Justice, taking us
inside the momentous legal decisions of his tenure so far.
John Roberts was named to the Supreme Court in 2005 claiming he would act as
a neutral umpire in deciding cases. His critics argue he has been anything but,
pointing to his conservative victories on voting rights and campaign finance. Yet
he broke from orthodoxy in his decision to preserve Obamacare. How are we to
understand the motives of the most powerful judge in the land?
In The Chief, award-winning journalist Joan Biskupic contends that Roberts is
torn between two, often divergent, priorities: to carry out a conservative agenda,
and to protect the Court's image and his place in history. Biskupic shows how
Roberts's dual commitments have fostered distrust among his colleagues, with
major consequences for the law. Trenchant and authoritative, The Chief reveals
the making of a justice and the drama on this nation's highest court.
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