The Mouse In The Microwave - A Tale of
Surprise

dreamstime.com ID 140630438 © Lewdej Rodjanapaitoon

Once upon a time, in a cozy little cottage tucked away in the countryside, a family
found themselves in the midst of an extraordinary event. It was an ordinary
evening, just like any other for the Johnsons, until a discovery in their microwave

sent shockwaves of surprise rippling through their home.

The Johnsons, a family known for their affable nature and love for furry creatures,
had been enjoying a peaceful evening. Mrs. Johnson was preparing dinner while

Mr. Johnson and their two children, Emily and Jacob, played a lively game of
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Monopoly at the kitchen table. Suddenly, a faint rustling sound startled them all. It

seemed to come from the direction of the microwave.
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Curiosity piqued, the family peered inside the microwave to uncover the source of
the noise. To their astonishment, a tiny gray mouse with beady eyes and twitching

whiskers was staring back at them!

The children's faces lit up with excitement as they named the unexpected yet
adorable visitor, Whiskers. Mrs. Johnson couldn't believe her eyes, and Mr.

Johnson chuckled at the unexpected turn of events.

Whiskers, seemingly unperturbed by his unconventional journey, explored his
newfound surroundings with nimble paws. The Johnsons knew they couldn't
simply let Whiskers roam free in their kitchen, so they decided to safely capture

him and bring him back to nature.

Mrs. Johnson fetched a shoebox, cut some holes for ventilation, and lined it with

soft fabric to create a cozy temporary home for Whiskers. With careful hands, Mr.
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Johnson gently lifted the adventurous mouse and placed him inside the makeshift

abode.

As the Johnsons prepared to say goodbye to Whiskers, a sense of admiration
filled their hearts. They realized that this unexpected incident had brought a new
perspective to their lives. Suddenly, the ordinary became extraordinary, and the

mundane routines gained a spark of excitement.

Word of Whiskers' adventure soon spread through the community, and neighbors
took delight in hearing this enchanting tale. Some were amazed, others amused,
but all marveled at the resilience of a tiny mouse who dared to venture into the

unknown.

The Johnsons never forgot the time they found the mouse in their microwave. It
served as a reminder to appreciate the unexpected moments that add spice to
our lives. They continued to cherish their connections with nature, finding beauty

in the smallest creatures and the wonders they bring.

The Mouse in the Microwave is a story that reinforces the idea that life's surprises
can come when we least expect them. Whiskers, the courageous mouse, found
his way into the Johnsons' lives, leaving an indelible mark of wonder and

appreciation.

So, the next time you find yourself startled by an unexpected event or encounter,
remember Whiskers and the joy he brought to the Johnsons. Embrace the
moments that break the monotony and savor the memories that make life truly

extraordinary.
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The Mouse in the Microwave tells the story of a county-wide alternative high
school for chronically disruptive and disaffected students that in 1986 John
Kellmayer was hired to establish on the campus of Atlantic-Cape Community
College, about fifteen miles east of Atlantic City. The Mouse is the story of young
people who had been written off by society. For many of these students,
happiness was a mirage, unapproachable, like a pool of water that you see at the
end of a long stretch of highway on a hot and humid summer afternoon. The
alternative school students were racing to devour the greatest volume of
gratification before it killed them. The state grant that provided the initial funding
for the school describes the student population: a history of violent and
aggressive behavior; academic underachievement; substance abuse; learning
disabilities; low self-esteem; depression; dysfunctional home situation; emotional
and psychological problems; suicidal ideation. The alternative school would serve
every known social and learning pathology and group except adolescent serial
killers and vampires. There was even a student who drank human blood and
another student, a White supremacist, who wore a Whizzinator to try and beat a
drug test. The staff at the alternative school would become as used to conflict,
even tragedy, at the alternative school as the sun rising in the morning and

setting in the evening. But the staff was fortunate that their successes
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outnumbered their failures. Today, many of these young people, now in their
twenties or thirties, are well adjusted and contributors to society. A few are well
known in the film and music industries. The Mouse in the Microwave isn't a
scholarly book but rather a book about struggles, dreams, and rising to meet
challenges in the face of adversity. Told with a sense of humor, The Mouse is a
poignant story about the underdog, about redemption, and about perseverance.
It's a story of treating troubled at-risk youth with kindness and decency; treating

them as people rather than prisoners.
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