
The Mysterious Connection Between Sri
Shankaracharya and Kanchipuram
Kanchipuram, also known as Kanchi, is a city rich in history, spirituality, and
mythological significance. Located in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu,
Kanchipuram has been a center of religious and cultural importance for centuries.
One of the most intriguing aspects of this ancient city is its connection with Sri
Shankaracharya, a revered saint and philosopher who played a significant role in
reviving Hinduism.

The Life and Teachings of Sri Shankaracharya

Sri Shankaracharya, born in the 8th century CE, was a philosopher, scholar, and
theologian who is widely regarded as one of the greatest spiritual luminaries in
the history of Hinduism. He was instrumental in consolidating the Advaita Vedanta
philosophy, which emphasizes the non-dual nature of existence.

During his short life of just 32 years, Sri Shankaracharya traveled across India,
engaging in philosophical debates, writing commentaries on ancient scriptures,
and establishing mathas (monastic institutions). His teachings had a profound
impact on Hinduism, and he is considered the founding figure of the Dashanami
Sampradaya (the monastic order of ten names).
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But what is Sri Shankaracharya's connection with Kanchipuram, and why is this
city of particular importance in his life?

Kanchipuram: The Abode of Knowledge

Kanchipuram, also known as the "City of Thousand Temples," has been a
spiritual hub for centuries, attracting scholars, saints, and seekers from all over
the world. It is said that Sri Shankaracharya had a divine vision to establish his
mathas in different parts of India, and Kanchipuram was one of the crucial
locations.

One of Sri Shankaracharya's mathas, known as the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, is
located in Kanchipuram. This matha, which is dedicated to the goddess
Kamakshi (a form of the divine mother), is considered one of the most important
and influential among the Dashanami mathas.

The Legend of Sri Shankaracharya and Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

According to the legends, Sri Shankaracharya had a divine encounter with the
goddess Kamakshi while visiting Kanchipuram. Impressed by his wisdom and
devotion, the goddess blessed him and granted permission to establish his matha
in the city. This incident is believed to have taken place on the banks of the
Vegavati River, where the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham stands today.
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Since its establishment, the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham has played a pivotal role
in preserving and propagating the teachings of Sri Shankaracharya. The matha
has served as a sanctuary for spiritual seekers, offering guidance, education, and
support for those on the path of self-realization.

The Spiritual Significance of Kanchipuram

Aside from the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, Kanchipuram is renowned for its
numerous ancient temples, each with its own unique history and spiritual
significance. The city is considered one of the seven sacred cities in Hinduism
and is strongly associated with spirituality, devotion, and enlightenment.

Devotees from all over the world flock to Kanchipuram to seek blessings and
immerse themselves in the divine vibrations that permeate the temples and
ashrams. The city is also known for its silk sarees, which are woven meticulously
and are considered a symbol of purity and grace.

Legacy and Impact

The teachings and influence of Sri Shankaracharya continue to resonate with
millions of people worldwide. His philosophy of Advaita Vedanta has shaped the
understanding of Hinduism and inspired countless seekers on their spiritual
journeys.

The Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, along with other mathas established by Sri
Shankaracharya, remains an integral part of Hindu religious and spiritual
traditions. These mathas serve as centers of learning, spiritual practice, and
social welfare, fostering harmony and unity among followers.

The connection between Sri Shankaracharya and Kanchipuram is a fascinating
aspect of both Hindu history and spirituality. The establishment of the Kanchi



Kamakoti Peetham in Kanchipuram showcases the divine vision and influence of
Sri Shankaracharya on the spiritual landscape of India.

Today, Kanchipuram stands as a testament to the remarkable legacy of Sri
Shankaracharya and continues to draw devotees and seekers from all walks of
life. Its temples, mathas, and vibrant spiritual atmosphere make it a place of
profound beauty and deep spiritual significance.
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As part of the Peetarohana Golden Jubilee Series of Pujyasri Jayendra
Saraswathi Shankaracharya Swamiji, this book titled "Sri Shankaracharya and
His Connection with Kanchipuram" was published by Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetam, Kanchipuram. The contents have been compiled and edited by Sri. A.
Kuppuswami, eminent scholar and devotee of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam.
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