
The Rare And Excellent History Of Saladin Or
Al Nawadir Al Sultaniyya Wa
Saladin, also known as Salah ad-Din Yusuf, was a powerful military leader and
Sultan of Egypt and Syria. His remarkable life and achievements have left a
lasting impact on the history of the Middle East. In this article, we will delve into
the rare and excellent history of Saladin, exploring his rise to power, his military
victories, and his enduring legacy.

The Rise of Saladin

Saladin was born in 1137 in Tikrit, present-day Iraq. He came from a Kurdish
family and grew up in a region that was politically divided and often marked by
conflict. During his youth, Saladin showed great potential for leadership and
military strategy. History remembers him as a man of exceptional character, noble
intentions, and unwavering dedication to his people and his faith.

Saladin began his military career as a vassal of the Zengid dynasty, serving
under his uncle Shirkuh. Together, they aimed to establish themselves as powers
in the region. Over time, Saladin's military prowess and strategic brilliance
became evident, leading to his appointment as the Vizier of Egypt in 1169.
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The Crusades and Saladin's Victories

One of the most renowned events in Saladin's history is his battles against the
Crusaders. The Crusades were a series of holy wars initiated by European
Christians to reclaim the Holy Land from Muslim control. Saladin, with his army
and political acumen, became the primary symbol of resistance against the
Crusaders.

Saladin's first major victory came in 1187 at the Battle of Hattin, where he
decisively defeated the Crusader army led by Guy of Lusignan. This victory
opened the way for him to retake Jerusalem, which had been under Crusader
rule for nearly a century.

The recapture of Jerusalem by Saladin and his subsequent actions set him apart
as not just a great military leader but also a benevolent ruler. Despite the
historical enmity between the two factions, Saladin showed remarkable
generosity to the defeated Crusaders, allowing them to leave unharmed if they
could afford to pay a ransom. This act of kindness earned him respect, even
among his adversaries.

The Legacy of Saladin

Saladin's reign as Sultan of Egypt and Syria was marked by progressive policies,
administrative reforms, and a focus on justice. He was admired for his religious
tolerance and his efforts to unite the Muslim world against external threats.
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Saladin's military victories and political triumphs were not limited to the Crusades.
He also faced significant challenges from rival Muslim rulers and successfully
overcame them to solidify his power. His unification of Egypt and Syria created a
strong and centralized state that brought stability to the region.

Moreover, Saladin's reputation as a chivalrous and honorable leader remains
unparalleled. His focus on justice, fairness, and respect for human life earned him
widespread admiration. Even his enemies held him in high regard for his noble
character.

Saladin's death in 1193 marked the end of an era, but his legacy continued to
inspire generations. His military tactics and strategies are still studied today, and
his name remains synonymous with bravery and leadership in the face of
adversity.

In

The rare and excellent history of Saladin, or Al Nawadir Al Sultaniyya Wa, is a
story of resilience, valor, and strong leadership. Saladin's rise to power, his
triumphs against the Crusaders, and his enduring legacy have made him one of
the most celebrated and respected figures in Middle Eastern history. His
achievements continue to inspire millions, serving as a reminder that great
individuals can shape the course of history and leave behind an unforgettable
legacy.
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Saladin is perhaps the one and only Muslim ruler who emerges with any clarity in
standard tales and histories of the Crusades; this is a translation of Baha’ al-Din
Ibn Shaddad’s account of his life and career. Ibn Shaddad (1144-1234) was
clearly a great admirer of Saladin and was a close associate of his, serving as his
qadi al-’askar (judge of the army), from 1188 until Saladin’s death in 1193. His
position and his access to information make this an authoritative and essential
source for Saladin’s career, while his personal relationship with the sultan adds a
sympathetic and moving element to the account of his final years. Aside from its
inherent value as a source for the history of Egypt and the Middle East, it
therefore provides a much-needed complement and corrective to the widely-
known Latin accounts of the Crusades and the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem in the
12th century. The present translation is based on a fuller edition of the text than
that used in the previous 19th-century translation, and takes into account the
translator’s readings of the earliest manuscript of the work, dated July 1228.
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