
The Real James Herriot - A True Story of
Veterinary Heroism

When we think of beloved veterinarians, one name that springs to the forefront of
our minds is James Herriot. Most of us, however, are unaware of the real-life
journey and incredible story behind the man who captivated our hearts with his
captivating tales of veterinary heroism.
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The Beginnings of a Veterinary Legend

James Herriot, whose real name was actually James Alfred Wight, was an
English veterinarian and author born in 1916. Growing up in the town of
Sunderland, Wight discovered his passion for animals from a young age. He
attended veterinary school at the Glasgow Veterinary College and graduated in
1939.
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After completing his studies, Wight moved to the rural town of Thirsk in Yorkshire,
England, where he started working as an assistant to a local veterinarian. It was
here that he encountered the diverse range of animals and their owners that
would later inspire his famous books.

The Adventures of a Rural Veterinarian

Wight's experiences as a rural veterinarian were nothing short of extraordinary.
Traversing the picturesque countryside, he encountered countless animals in
need of his expertise, often facing challenging situations that tested both his skills
and his resolve.
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One of the many remarkable aspects of Herriot's dedication to his work was his
willingness to go above and beyond to provide care, often traveling long
distances on treacherous roads, battling harsh weather conditions to reach his
patients. His unwavering commitment to the well-being of animals, both small and
large, earned him immense respect and adoration among his clients and the
wider community.

The Birth of a Literary Icon

In 1970, Wight's life took an unexpected turn when he decided to write about his
experiences as a veterinarian. His captivating storytelling abilities and his deep
empathy for animals came to life in his first book, "All Creatures Great and
Small."

The success of this novel propelled Wight, writing under the pseudonym James
Herriot, to international fame. He continued to write a series of captivating books,
including "All Things Wise and Wonderful" and "The Lord God Made Them All,"
which further immortalized his veterinary adventures.

A Legacy That Transcends Generations

James Herriot's books not only entertained readers around the world but also
shed light on the challenges and joys of working as a veterinarian. Through his
vivid descriptions and heartfelt anecdotes, he painted a realistic picture of the
veterinary profession, fostering a deep appreciation for those who dedicate their
lives to the welfare of animals.

Today, almost sixty years after the publication of his first book, James Herriot's
legacy continues to inspire both aspiring veterinarians and animal lovers alike.
His stories have been adapted into successful television series and his name has
become synonymous with compassion, dedication, and humanity.



The Real James Herriot - A Role Model for All

James Herriot achieved much more than literary success. He set an example for
future generations of veterinarians by showcasing the immense impact they can
make in the lives of animals and their owners. His books remind us of the
importance of empathy, compassion, and the value of the human-animal bond.

The Real James Herriot was not just a fictional character, but a real-life hero who
dedicated himself to the welfare of animals and touched the hearts of millions.
Through his writings, he gave us a glimpse into the extraordinary world of
veterinary medicine and showed us that, behind the white coat, lies an
unwavering love and commitment to the creatures we share this planet with.

In

The Real James Herriot was more than just a veterinarian; he was an inspiration,
role model, and advocate for animals. His captivating books continue to resonate
with readers of all ages, transporting us to a world filled with courage,
compassion, and the triumph of the human spirit.

The legacy of James Herriot serves as a reminder that the genuine heroes in this
world often wear white coats and go above and beyond to ensure the well-being
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of the animals we cherish. As we celebrate his extraordinary life and
accomplishments, let us never forget the indelible impact he has left on the
veterinary profession and the hearts of animal lovers everywhere.
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No one is better poised to write the biography of James Herriot than the son who
worked alongside him in the Yorkshire veterinary practice when Herriot became
an internationally bestselling author. Now, in this warm and poignant memoir, Jim
Wight talks about his father--the beloved veterinarian whom his family had to
share with half the world.

Alf Wight (aka James Herriot) grew up in Glasgow, where he lived during a happy
rough-and-tumble childhood and then through the challenging years of training at
the Glasgow Veterinary College. The story of how the young vet later traveled to
the small Yorkshire town of Thirsk, aka Darrowby, to take the job of assistant vet
is one that is well known through James Herriot's internationally celebrated books
and the popular All Creatures Great and Small television series.
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But Jim Wight's biography ventures beyond the trials and tribulations of his
father's life as a veterinarian to reveal the man behind the stories--the private
individual who refused to allow fame and wealth to interfere with his practice or
his family. With access to all of his father's papers, correspondence, manuscripts,
and photographs--and intimate remembrances of all the farmers, locals, and
friends who populate the James Herriot books--only Jim Wight could write this
definitive biography of the man who was not only his father but his best friend.

NOTE: This edition does not include a photo insert.
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