
The Remarkable Legacy of Taha Hussein:
Revolutionizing Institution Building in Egypt
With a vision for progress and an unwavering determination to empower the
nation, Taha Hussein stands as one of the most influential figures in Egypt's
history. His tireless efforts in the field of institution building have left an indelible
mark on the country, transforming its social, educational, and cultural landscape.
From his early struggles with blindness to his remarkable achievements, this
article delves into the life and legacy of Taha Hussein and his enduring impact on
Egypt's institutions.

Early Life and Education

Taha Hussein was born in 1889 in the Egyptian village of Izbet el Kilo, located in
the Minya Governorate. Despite being blind from a young age, Hussein's thirst for
knowledge was insatiable. His parents recognized his exceptional intelligence
and provided him with the necessary support to pursue an education.

Hussein's academic journey began at an Islamic primary school in his village. He
later attended Al-Azhar University in Cairo, where he excelled in his studies and
developed a deep understanding of Arab traditions and literature. Hussein's
passion for knowledge continued to grow, leading him to pursue further studies in
Paris, where he became the first visually impaired Egyptian to earn a Ph.D. from
the Sorbonne University.

The Last Nahdawi: Taha Hussein and Institution
Building in Egypt
by Hussam R. Ahmed (1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcERBMjA4MG1US2ZCZUZnamZTdmhHOGl4U2Zxd0R3cnJFSG5FamFHYW9yNTdSeDZjVnBtbHZBdzVQTzJzSENLeEJrS1dOWVV4dDR5TS9GU3hpb0VYNGhRN296dk8veklZa2FsRExRbWRkelEyaktaRDBLbnZ6OUV1cTl0U0d3V09I:f4.pdf


File size : 9128 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 312 pages

Institution Building in Egypt

Taha Hussein's groundbreaking work in institution building aimed to revolutionize
Egypt's education system and promote social development. Throughout his life,
he held numerous influential positions, including Minister of Education and Head
of Cairo University. These roles allowed him to implement progressive reforms
and pave the way for a modern educational framework.

One of Hussein's most significant contributions was his emphasis on education
for all, irrespective of gender or social status. He firmly believed in equal
opportunities, striving to eradicate illiteracy and ensure that every Egyptian citizen
had access to quality education. His efforts in this regard led to the establishment
of new schools, libraries, and educational programs across the country.

Moreover, Taha Hussein championed the preservation and promotion of Arabic
language and literature. His extensive research and critical analysis of Arabic
literary heritage elevated the status of Arabic literature both domestically and
internationally. As the director of the Library of Alexandria, he curated an
enriching collection of Arabic literature, manuscripts, and historical documents.

Legacy and Impact
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Taha Hussein's impact on Egyptian society and institution building cannot be
overstated. His unwavering dedication and passion for knowledge continue to
inspire generations of Egyptians. Through his tenure as Minister of Education, he
successfully laid the foundation for a modern educational system that
emphasizes inclusivity and quality.

Hussein's contributions to the preservation of Arabic language and literature
created a renewed appreciation for the literary heritage of the Arab world. His
critical insights and scholarly works, such as "The Future of Culture in Egypt,"
influenced intellectuals and academics both within Egypt and beyond.

Furthermore, Taha Hussein's commitment to empowering marginalized
communities, particularly the visually impaired, paved the way for increased
accessibility and opportunities. His own success as a blind scholar serves as an
inspiration for individuals with disabilities, showcasing that determination and
perseverance can overcome any obstacle.

In

Taha Hussein's journey from a small village in Egypt to becoming an icon of
institution building is a testament to his unwavering spirit and commitment to
progress. His impact on Egypt's educational, cultural, and social landscape has
created a lasting legacy that continues to shape the nation's institutions.

Through his tireless efforts, Taha Hussein demonstrated the transformative power
of education, the importance of preserving cultural heritage, and the necessity of
inclusive policies. His work serves as an inspiration for future generations of
Egyptians and reminds us that individual vision and determination have the
potential to revolutionize society.
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Taha Hussein (1889–1973) is one of Egypt's most iconic figures. A graduate of al-
Azhar, Egypt's oldest university, a civil servant and public intellectual, and
ultimately Egyptian Minister of Public Instruction, Hussein was central to key
social and political developments in Egypt during the parliamentary period
between 1922 and 1952. Influential in the of a new secular university and a
burgeoning press in Egypt—and prominent in public debates over nationalism
and the roles of religion, women, and education in making a modern independent
nation—Hussein remains a subject of continued admiration and controversy to
this day.

The Last Nahdawi offers the first biography of Hussein in which his intellectual
outlook and public career are taken equally seriously. Examining Hussein's
actions against the backdrop of his complex relationship with the Egyptian state,
the religious establishment, and the French government, Hussam R. Ahmed
reveals modern Egypt's cultural influence in the Arab and Islamic world within the
various structural changes and political processes of the parliamentary period.
Ahmed offers both a history of modern state formation, revealing how the
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Egyptian state came to hold such a strong grip over culture and education—and a
compelling examination of the life of the country's most renowned intellectual.
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