The Sunday Soldier Of The 17th Maine: A
Heartwarming Tale Of Courage And Sacrifice

The American Civil War, often referred to as the bloodiest conflict in U.S. history,
was a period of immense turmoil and sacrifice. During this time, countless
individuals from all walks of life stepped forward to defend their beliefs and their
nation. Among them, there was one soldier who stood out - The Sunday Soldier
of the 17th Maine. This is his incredible story of bravery, determination, and the

true meaning of heroism.

The Beginning of the Journey
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In the summer of 1861, the United States found itself embroiled in a momentous

battle between the North and the South. The call for troops was loud and clear,
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echoing through the streets of every city and town. Men from all corners of the

nation flocked to enlist, eager to serve their country.

George Thomas, a young farmer from a small town in Maine, was one such man
who answered the call. On a bright Sunday morning, with the promise of a better
future and the love for his homeland burning in his heart, George bid farewell to
his family and became a soldier. Little did he know that this decision would

forever change his life.

A Soldier's Trials and Tribulations

As George embarked on his journey as a Union soldier, he faced numerous trials
and tribulations. Long and grueling marches under the scorching sun, battling
hunger and fatigue, and witnessing friends and comrades fall in the heat of battle

became the norm for him.

He fought alongside his brothers in arms, the men of the 17th Maine Infantry
Regiment, in some of the most significant battles of the war. From the dreadful
Battle of Fredericksburg to the fierce Battle of Gettysburg, George was there,

standing tall in the face of adversity.

The Sunday Soldier never faltered, exhibiting extraordinary bravery and
unwavering loyalty. Even on Sundays, when his fellow soldiers took a day of rest,

George would spend his time polishing his weapon and preparing for the next



battle. His dedication and perseverance earned him the admiration and respect of

his comrades.

The Ultimate Sacrifice

Every soldier knows that the path they walk is laden with danger and uncertainty.
George, however, faced the cruelest twist of fate. On a fateful Sunday morning,
while leading his company in a daring charge against Confederate forces, he was

mortally wounded.

As he lay on the battlefield, surrounded by the chaos of war, George found solace
in the familiar sound of bullets whizzing above him. It was then that he realized
his sacrifice was not in vain. The cause he fought for, the freedom he defended -

they were worth every drop of blood spilled on that sacred soil.

An Enduring Legacy

The legacy of The Sunday Soldier lives on, inspiring generation after generation.
His story serves as a reminder of the immense courage and sacrifice displayed

by the men and women who fought in the Civil War.

Today, a statue of The Sunday Soldier proudly stands in his hometown, a

constant reminder of the bravery and dedication he embodied. Every Sunday, the



townspeople gather around the statue, paying homage to the hero who gave his

life for a cause greater than himself.

In

The Sunday Soldier of the 17th Maine represents the countless unsung heroes
who fought for their beliefs and sacrificed everything for their country. Through his
unwavering dedication and valor, he epitomizes the spirit of the American Civil
War.

Generations may pass, and the memories may fade, but the story of The Sunday
Soldier will forever remain etched in the annals of history. He stands as a symbol

of hope, reminding us that even in the darkest of times, courage and sacrifice can

prevail.
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When 20-year-old Billy Laird of Berwick excitedly enlists in the Union Army with

his hometown pals, he has no idea of what lies ahead for him. Mentally
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challenged, he is ill prepared for the training and fighting, but he gets by with the
help of his friends. Soon, however, he is sent to a different unit without them.
Lonely and unsure of what to do on his own, Billy runs off and meets up with a
runaway slave, Elijah. Together, and with the help of the Underground Railroad,
the two make their way north to their fates. This young adult novel inspired by a
real person, Billy Laird, and an actual event is a tale of friendship, loyalty and
compassion and will enthrall readers of all ages. It was painstakingly researched
by Flahive and provides a wealth of information about Mainers role in the Civil
War.
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