
The Ultimate Guide: Practical Approach in
Evaluating and Apportioning Liability
Liability is a crucial aspect of both the legal and business worlds. It refers to the
responsibility or legal obligation for one's actions or omissions that result in harm
or loss to another party. Evaluating and apportioning liability is a complex process
that requires a practical approach to ensure fairness and justice are served.

Understanding Liability

Liability can arise in various areas, including personal injury cases, product
liability, professional malpractice, and even in corporate contexts such as breach
of contract. When a legal claim is made, it is vital to assess the extent of liability
for each party involved in order to determine the appropriate course of action and
allocate responsibility proportionately.

Effective evaluation and apportionment of liability require a thorough examination
of the facts and evidence surrounding a case. It involves analyzing the actions,
intentions, and responsibilities of each party involved, as well as considering legal
doctrines and precedents that may apply.
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The Practical Approach

When approaching the evaluation and apportionment of liability, it is crucial to
adopt a practical mindset that takes into account the unique circumstances of
each case. Here are some practical steps to consider:

1. Gather and Assess Evidence

The first step is to gather all relevant evidence and facts related to the case. This
may include witness statements, expert opinions, photographs, documents, and
any other information that can help establish the sequence of events and the
roles played by each party. It is essential to assess the credibility and reliability of
the evidence to ensure its accuracy.

2. Identify the Potential Defendants

In many cases, more than one party may be held liable for the harm or loss
suffered by the claimant. It is essential to identify all potential defendants and
assess their respective roles and responsibilities. This step helps identify the
parties who contributed to or caused the harm.

3. Determine the Legal Duties

Next, it is crucial to determine the legal duties owed by each party to establish
whether there was a breach. This involves analyzing any applicable laws,
regulations, contracts, or professional standards that may govern the actions and
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responsibilities of the parties involved. Understanding the specific legal duties will
assist in determining liability.

4. Consider Contributory Negligence

Contributory negligence is a legal concept that considers the degree to which the
claimant's actions may have contributed to their harm. In some jurisdictions, this
may affect the overall apportionment of liability. Evaluating the extent to which the
claimant's actions contributed to the harm suffered is essential in determining a
fair apportionment.

5. Evaluate the Level of Fault

After assessing the roles, responsibilities, and legal duties of each party, it is
crucial to evaluate the level of fault or negligence attributed to each party. This
involves weighing the evidence, considering any existing legal precedents, and
applying sound judgment to assign a degree of fault.

6. Apportion Liability

Once the level of fault is determined, it is time to apportion liability among the
responsible parties. This step involves allocating responsibility based on the
established degrees of fault. The principles of fairness, reasonableness, and
proportionality should guide the apportionment process.

The Benefits of a Practical Approach

Adopting a practical approach to evaluating and apportioning liability offers
several benefits:

1. Fairness and Justice

A practical approach allows for a fair and just allocation of liability based on the
specific circumstances of each case. It ensures that parties are held accountable



for their actions or omissions without unfairly burdening them with more
responsibility than warranted.

2. Streamlined Process

By following a practical framework, the evaluation and apportionment process
becomes more streamlined and efficient. It provides a structured approach to
consider all relevant factors and reach a well-reasoned decision, reducing
unnecessary delays or disputes.

3. Consistency and Predictability

A practical approach encourages consistency and predictability in evaluating and
apportioning liability. By considering legal principles, precedents, and relevant
factors, it helps establish a reference framework that can be applied consistently
in similar situations.

4. Encouraging Settlement

Adopting a practical mindset often encourages parties to engage in settlement
discussions. When the evaluation and apportionment process is fair and
transparent, it becomes easier to negotiate and find mutually beneficial
resolutions to legal disputes, saving time and costs.

The practical approach to evaluating and apportioning liability is crucial in
achieving fairness, justice, and efficiency in legal proceedings. By gathering and
assessing evidence, identifying potential defendants, determining legal duties,
considering contributory negligence, evaluating fault, and apportioning liability,
parties can reach a well-informed decision that respects the rights and
responsibilities of each party involved.
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Comparative negligence is a principle of tort law that applies to casualty
insurance in certain states. Comparative negligence states that when an accident
occurs, the fault and/or negligence of each party involved is based upon their
respective contributions to the accident. If you want to know more about
Comparative negligence, then keep reading!
This Comparative Negligence Book includes six sections:
1. Comparative Negligence Definitions by State
2. Legal Terms & Doctrines
3. Claims Investigation
4.Liability Evaluation & Negotiations
5. Practical Application of Comparative Negligence
6. Illustrated Auto and General Liability Claim Examples Explaining the Basis for
Comparative Negligence
In this Comparative Negligence Book, we introduce a comparative negligence
evaluation method called the Liability Factor Point System©. This practical liability
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evaluation approach involves preparing a chart of the individual liability factors
impacting each party and then applying weighted points to each factor impacting
the liability evaluation.

The content of this Comparative Negligence Book will provide the educational
foundation to understand and properly apply comparative negligence in liability
claims. The book includes eight examples of comparative negligence claim
scenarios providing the adjuster with a practical approach in evaluating and
apportioning liability.
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