
The Unforgettable Japanese American Story:
Duty, Honor, and Family
Throughout history, numerous groups of people have showcased exceptional
courage, resilience, and dedication to their country. One such group is the
Japanese American community, whose story is a testament to the values of duty,
honor, and family. This article delves into the compelling narrative of the
Japanese Americans, highlighting their significant contributions, challenges faced,
and the lessons their journey imparts.

The Historical Background

The Japanese American story begins with the immigration of the first Japanese
individuals to the United States. In the early 20th century, many young Japanese
men sought opportunities in America, particularly on the West Coast. They
aspired to build a better life for themselves and their families, but their dreams
were soon disrupted by a wave of anti-Japanese sentiment.

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the United States entered World
War II, and the Japanese American community faced a tragic turn of events.
Despite being American citizens or legal residents, they bore the brunt of rampant
discrimination and racial prejudice. The government, driven by fear and paranoia,
ostracized Japanese Americans and deemed them potential threats to national
security.
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The Internment Camps: A Dark Chapter

One of the most devastating consequences of this unjust treatment was the
forced relocation and internment of Japanese Americans. Under the authority of
Executive Order 9066, approximately 120,000 individuals of Japanese descent,
the majority of whom were American citizens, were forcibly removed from their
homes and confined to hastily built internment camps.

The internment camps were characterized by harsh conditions, limited resources,
and loss of freedom. Families were torn apart, properties confiscated, and people
were left with an overpowering sense of injustice. Yet, in the face of such
adversity, the Japanese American community displayed remarkable resilience.

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team: A Story of Valor

Despite the suffering experienced, many Japanese Americans felt compelled to
demonstrate their loyalty to the United States. They sought to dispel the
unfounded suspicions cast upon them and prove their commitment to the nation
that they proudly called home.
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One pivotal example of this dedication is the legendary 442nd Regimental
Combat Team. Comprised almost entirely of second-generation Japanese
Americans, this highly decorated military unit fought with valor and distinction
during World War II. Their motto, "Go for Broke," exemplified their unwavering
determination to give their all for their country.

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team fought in Europe, where they faced intense
combat and made significant contributions to the Allied victory. Despite enduring
prejudice and discrimination both at home and on the battlefield, they became the
most decorated unit for its size and duration in U.S. military history, earning
countless awards and medals for their bravery.

The Legacy of the Japanese American Veterans

The bravery and sacrifices exhibited by Japanese American veterans had a
profound impact on the perception of Japanese Americans in the United States.
Their heroism served as a catalyst for challenging prejudice and promoting the
values of tolerance and equality.

Following World War II, the fight for justice and recognition of the wrongs
committed against Japanese Americans gained momentum. In 1988, after years
of advocacy and perseverance, the U.S. government issued a formal apology for
the internment and provided reparations to surviving internees as a gesture of
reconciliation.

Moreover, the Japanese American soldiers who fought in the war became
influential figures in their communities and played crucial roles in breaking down
racial barriers. Their collective efforts paved the way for a more inclusive society,
reinforcing the belief that duty, honor, and family transcend racial and cultural
boundaries.



Lessons Learned and the Power of Resilience

Through their experiences, the Japanese American community offers invaluable
lessons to the world. Their story teaches us the importance of standing up
against discrimination and injustice, no matter the circumstances. It also
highlights the power of resilience and the ability to find strength in unity and
community.

The Japanese American narrative underscores the significance of honoring one's
heritage while embracing the values and opportunities afforded by one's adopted
homeland. By preserving their cultural roots and integrating their traditions into
the fabric of American society, Japanese Americans exemplify the rich tapestry of
diversity that defines the United States.

The Japanese American story serves as a reminder of the courage,
determination, and unwavering commitment to duty, honor, and family. Despite
enduring discrimination, internment, and challenges, the Japanese American
community has emerged stronger and more influential than ever before.

Their legacy is one that inspires us to challenge prejudice, promote
understanding, and work towards a society that truly values diversity and
inclusion. By remembering their story, we pay homage to the generations of
Japanese Americans who overcame adversity, displayed heroism, and
contributed immensely to the fabric of the United States. Their journey is etched
indelibly in history, serving as a poignant reminder of the indomitable spirit of the
Japanese American community.
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In his moving memoir, Sadao Kajikawa tells the story of two generations of
second-born sons, or jinans, who rode waves of hope, despair, and success
across two rival countries and one world war.

At age eighteen, with only five dollars in his pocket, little formal education, and no
command of the English language, Sadao left Hiroshima. He boarded the Tatsuta
Maru alone in 1936 and set sail for his birthplace--an otherwise foreign and
faraway country he had left when he was three. In Los Angeles, Sadao would join
his older brother, Tadashi.

Once reunited in LA, an unstoppable entrepreneurial drive would awaken within
the Kajikawa brothers and lead to undreamed-of success. This fraternal force,
born from unwavering filial piety and an invincible survival instinct, would sustain
them throughout World War II, allow them to thrive once the Allies had declared
victory, and withstand the virulently anti-Japanese climate of their native land.

Despite the injustice of Executive Order 9066 and the loss of loved ones when
the nuclear bomb razed Hiroshima to the ground, Sadao maintained his
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determined humility, having sworn his family would never know the hunger and
insecurity he experienced as an impoverished child in Japan.

Blurring definitions of homeland, in Jinan, Sadao describes how unbreakable
family ties spanning two warring countries separated by the mighty Pacific
allowed him to triumph over seemingly insurmountable odds. Sadao provides one
man's intimate, cross-cultural account that breaks the model minority mold and
reflects the diverse and quiet-but-indomitable voices of the Greatest Generation.
His book is an inspiring and timeless testament to the power, promise, and
potential of the immigrant experience.
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