
The Unforgettable Journey: History of
Pioneers of La Chanson Francaise and French
Music from 1880 to 1980
French music holds a special place in the hearts of music enthusiasts around the
world. From the charming melodies of Edith Piaf to the soulful musings of
Jacques Brel, the pioneers of La Chanson Francaise have left an indelible mark
on the realm of music. Join us on an unforgettable journey through time as we
explore the history of these influential artists and the evolution of French music
from the late 19th century to the disco era of the 1980s.

The Birth of a Musical Revolution

The year is 1880, and the streets of Paris are filled with the romantic tunes of
artists like Charles Trenet and Maurice Chevalier. These trailblazers were among
the first to introduce the world to a new genre of music known as La Chanson
Francaise, or French Song. With its characteristic lyrical narratives and poetic
charm, this style became an outlet for expressing the complexities of everyday
life in France.

As we delve deeper into the early 20th century, the iconic figure of Edith Piaf
emerges. Widely regarded as one of the greatest singers of all time, Piaf's
unmistakable voice and emotionally charged performances captivated audiences
worldwide. Songs like "La Vie en Rose" and "Non, Je Ne Regrette Rien" have
become timeless classics, etching Piaf's name in the annals of French music
history.
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A Golden Age: The 1930s and 1940s

With the onset of the 1930s, the French music scene witnessed an
unprecedented surge in talent and creativity. Artists like Charles Aznavour and
Yves Montand came to the forefront, taking the art of La Chanson Francaise to
new heights. Their versatile voices and ability to convey profound emotions
through their music made them revered figures to this day.

However, the 1940s brought a wave of challenges as World War II engulfed
France. Yet, amidst the turmoil, singers like Maurice Chevalier and Tino Rossi
managed to bring some solace to a nation in distress. Their songs offered a
comforting escape and a reminder of the enduring spirit of the French people.

A Shifting Musical Landscape: The Swinging Sixties

As the nation recovered from the war, the 1960s ushered in a transformative era
in French music. Influenced by the revolutionary spirit of the time, young singers
started experimenting with different styles and genres. Figures like Serge
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Gainsbourg and Françoise Hardy bravely challenged societal norms, pushing the
boundaries of traditional French music to new horizons.

Outside of France, French music started crossing language barriers, captivating
international audiences with its allure. The charming tunes of France Gall, who
won the Eurovision Song Contest in 1965, showcased the ability of French artists
to leave an indelible mark on the global stage.

The Disco Era and Beyond

As the 1980s dawned, French music witnessed yet another evolution, this time
diving headfirst into the disco era. Disco legends like Gérard Lenorman and
Dalida stormed the charts, delivering infectious beats that had people grooving on
dance floors around the world.

Yet, this newfound popularity came at the cost of the classic La Chanson
Francaise style. While disco music soared in popularity, traditional French music
took a backseat, paving the way for newer genres to dominate the mainstream.

A Lasting Legacy

Though the music landscape may have changed over the decades, the impact of
the pioneers of La Chanson Francaise remains undeniable. Their contributions
not only shaped French music but also influenced countless artists globally. The
melodies and lyrics created during this era continue to resonate with audiences
who yearn for the heartfelt emotions that only French music can evoke.

As we look back at the rich history of French music from 1880 to 1980, we are
reminded of the immense talent and artistic innovation that emerged within this
period. The pioneers of La Chanson Francaise not only paved the way for future



generations but also gave the world a timeless gift: the gift of music that touches
the soul.
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• Early pioneers of French music and La Chanson Française
• 1760-1819
• Marc-Antoine-Madelaine Desaugiers
• 1785: First French Song to become a national hit, “Plaisir D’amour”
• Era: 1820-1829
• Pierre Dupont
• Era: 1830-1839
• Marie-Léonide Charvin
• Era: 1830-1839
• The Great Eugénie Emma Valladon
• Era: 1840-1849
• Germain Girard a.k.a Gaston Villemer
• Jean-Paul Habens, a.k.a Paulus
• Era: 1840-1900
• Jean Richepin
• Lucien Delormel
• Léon Garnier
• Era: 1850-1859
• Clovis-Césaire Lefèvre a.k.a Clovis
• Rodolphe Salis
• Amiati
• Ouvrard, Father & Son (Ouvrard, Père et Fils)
• One of France’s first cabaret comic/comedic acts!
• Claudius “Maurice Jouet”
• Jules Jouy
• Louis Maurel
• Era: 1860-1969
• Sulbac
• Paul Delmet



• Yvette Guilbert
• Fragson…

• Le Cabaret (Old and New Era)
• Historical perspective
• Le Chat Noir
• The very beginning: Les Hydropathes
• Cabaret du Néant
• Aristide Bruant
• Early songwriters of the French cabaret
• Early composers of the French cabaret
• The bizarre cabarets of Paris
• Cabaret du Néant
• Cabaret de l’enfer
• Cabaret du ciel
• Among the great stars and celebrities who performed at “Les Follies” were

• What was going on?
• Les Années Folles
• Gay Paris in the 20s and 30s: Background, Cabaret, Music, People, Places,
Personalities, Pleasure, Style, Fashion, Arts, Poetry, Women, always Women,
and Adventure
• “Tout le monde était fou et philosophe.”
• Famous people of the era
• Roster of the who's who of Gay Paris
• Background
• Who was there?
• The giants of the era were
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