
The Untold Story Revealed: The Kidnapping of
Edgardo Mortara – A Shocking Tale of
Religious Persecution
It was the year 1858 when an innocent boy named Edgardo Mortara was brutally
snatched away from his family in Bologna, Italy. Born to a Jewish family,
Edgardo's life took an unexpected turn when his baptism as a Catholic resulted in
his abduction by the Papal States authorities. This haunting incident became a
symbol of religious persecution and sparked outrage across the globe.

The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara stands as a chilling example of the power
dynamics between religious institutions and individuals' freedom of faith. In this
article, we delve deep into the shocking details of this incident, shedding light on
the historical context, the motivations behind it, and the lasting impacts it had on
both Edgardo Mortara and the world.

The Historical Context: The Papal States and Jewish Life

During the 19th century, Italy was divided into various states, with the Papal
States being one of the most powerful. At the heart of these states was the
Vatican, the center of the Catholic Church's influence. Religious tension
surrounded the Jewish community, as they faced persistent discrimination and
exclusion.
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Within this tumultuous environment, the story of Edgardo Mortara unfolded,
challenging the perceptions of religious acceptance and the limits of state power.

The Shocking Abduction: A Twist of Fate

In 1858, when Edgardo was just six years old, a servant claimed that she secretly
baptized him when he fell ill as an infant. This revelation led to a series of events
that would change Edgardo's life forever.

When the authorities of the Papal States discovered this alleged baptism, they
deemed Edgardo as a Catholic by birthright, regardless of his family's Jewish
faith. Ignoring his parents' protests, they abducted him, ripping a young child
away from his home and family.

The International Outcry: The Moral Battle Begins

The kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara sent shockwaves throughout the world. As
news of the incident spread, voices opposing the Catholic Church's actions grew
louder. Prominent figures, including Victor Hugo, the renowned French writer,
condemned this act of religious persecution and demanded justice.
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Many liberal thinkers of the time recognized this event as a symbol of the
Vatican's oppressive rule and used it to highlight the need for religious freedom
and the separation of church and state.

Edgardo Mortara's Life in Captivity: A Clash of Identities

Separated from his family, Edgardo Mortara was thrust into a completely new
environment. Raised by Catholic authorities, he grew up torn between his Jewish
roots and his Catholic upbringing, causing an ongoing internal struggle.

Hundreds of letters from Edgardo to his family reveal his yearning to reunite with
them, illustrating the emotional toll this abduction had on his young mind.
Meanwhile, in the wider world, debates on the legitimacy of his baptism and his
right to be with his biological family raged on.

The Legacy: A Turning Point in History

The kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara triggered a significant turning point in history.
It laid bare the Catholic Church's iron grip on power and its insensitivity towards
religious diversity. The incident fueled calls for reform and spurred the growing
movement for religious tolerance and individual freedoms.

While Edgardo Mortara's eventual fate is known, the echoes of his story continue
to resonate. The international outcry and condemnation of religious persecution
served as a catalyst for change, contributing to the ideological shifts that unfolded
over the decades and, ultimately, in the dawn of the 20th century.

In

The kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara serves as a stark reminder of the dark
chapters in history where religious intolerance clashed with personal freedoms.



This haunting tale highlights the importance of valuing diversity and protecting
religious autonomy, even in the face of powerful institutions.

Let this poignant story remind us that freedom of faith is a fundamental right that
must be vigorously defended, ensuring that no person is subjected to the horrors
endured by Edgardo Mortara.
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Soon to be a major motion picture from Steven Spielberg. 

A National Book Award Finalist

The extraordinary story of how the vatican's imprisonment of a six-year-old
Jewish boy in 1858 helped to bring about the collapse of the popes' worldly
power in Italy.

Bologna: nightfall, June 1858. A knock sounds at the door of the Jewish merchant
Momolo Mortara. Two officers of the Inquisition bust inside and seize Mortara's
six-year-old son, Edgardo. As the boy is wrenched from his father's arms, his
mother collapses.  The reason for his abduction: the boy had been secretly
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"baptized" by a family servant.  According to papal law, the child is therefore a
Catholic who can be taken from his family and delivered to a special monastery
where his conversion will be completed. 
   With this terrifying scene, prize-winning historian David I. Kertzer begins the
true story of how one boy's kidnapping became a pivotal event in the collapse of
the Vatican as a secular power.  The book evokes the anguish of a modest
merchant's family, the rhythms of daily life in a Jewish ghetto, and also explores,
through the revolutionary campaigns of Mazzini and Garibaldi and such
personages as Napoleon III, the emergence of Italy as a modern national state. 
Moving and informative, the Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara reads as both a
historical thriller and an authoritative analysis of how a single human tragedy
changed the course of history.

Construction For Kids - New Experiences for
the Whole Family
Construction is a fascinating world that captivates both young and old
minds. The sights, sounds, and experiences associated with construction
can create a sense...

Make Facebook Work For Your Business:
Unlocking the Power of Social Media Marketing
In today's digital age, it's no secret that social media platforms have
become an integral part of our daily lives. Among these platforms,
Facebook reigns supreme with over...

http://epilogueepic.com/Construction%20For%20Kids%20-%20New%20Experiences%20for%20the%20Whole%20Family.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/Construction%20For%20Kids%20-%20New%20Experiences%20for%20the%20Whole%20Family.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/Make%20Facebook%20Work%20For%20Your%20Business%20Unlocking%20the%20Power%20of%20Social%20Media%20Marketing.pdf?k=TkgwNHg5ZjRtczR6TXBEdFBOMXNnTCt4UmVXVUlVeVFqck94aGpwZzRJSmdESXFmdEtZdUNRU08vZS9PcHZvMHIyMVA3TXJzOWRRY1BnaFR3QlJQYkJHakpsMkpzblJZTDR0RnZGRDJweFRFME82bFhZOHhKQnA2Z3ZZeG9PZEhjZmlCN3YzS1VWTko5anUwV0o2UDIxbHc1aWxaQzFwTFM5dkZGOWNxeU5VbkhaQVF3cXJDUHdjWjRvMjQzYUJqOVhRbVo3UUtyMzNQcVp6VzdqUFRYNmFMS3l6ZW5vUkhSeitvUzBRWWNqVjNrUzJOZkxZTWh3cE42M2lqM1lpWg==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Make%20Facebook%20Work%20For%20Your%20Business%20Unlocking%20the%20Power%20of%20Social%20Media%20Marketing.pdf?k=TkgwNHg5ZjRtczR6TXBEdFBOMXNnTCt4UmVXVUlVeVFqck94aGpwZzRJSmdESXFmdEtZdUNRU08vZS9PcHZvMHIyMVA3TXJzOWRRY1BnaFR3QlJQYkJHakpsMkpzblJZTDR0RnZGRDJweFRFME82bFhZOHhKQnA2Z3ZZeG9PZEhjZmlCN3YzS1VWTko5anUwV0o2UDIxbHc1aWxaQzFwTFM5dkZGOWNxeU5VbkhaQVF3cXJDUHdjWjRvMjQzYUJqOVhRbVo3UUtyMzNQcVp6VzdqUFRYNmFMS3l6ZW5vUkhSeitvUzBRWWNqVjNrUzJOZkxZTWh3cE42M2lqM1lpWg==:f4


The British Monarchy World History Series -
Unveiling the Untold Stories
The Legacy and Splendor of the British Monarchy For centuries, the
British monarchy has held a place of fascination and intrigue for people
across the globe....

Exploring the Remarkable Journey of Cabeza
De Vaca and the Indigenous Peoples of the
Americas
Throughout history, numerous explorers have ventured into uncharted
territories, facing unknown perils and challenges. One such adventurer
was Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, a...

Notorious RBG Young Readers Edition: An
Inspiring Journey
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, fondly known as RBG, left an indelible mark on the
legal profession, women's rights, and the fight for justice. Her legacy as
an...

The Era of Digital Change: Exploring New
Trends in Studies In Systems Decision And
Control
The age of digital change has revolutionized the way we live, work, and
study. With rapid advances in technology, a wave of new trends has
emerged in the...

http://epilogueepic.com/The%20British%20Monarchy%20World%20History%20Series%20-%20Unveiling%20the%20Untold%20Stories.pdf?k=ZEN0dUdOcjBaMlFIZVo5WEk3OVMrU3BhVlZWTFUza3h1Zzlqd0QwellXK3U0dHc5M1p2bUI2Y3NMb0UrR28yNQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%20British%20Monarchy%20World%20History%20Series%20-%20Unveiling%20the%20Untold%20Stories.pdf?k=ZEN0dUdOcjBaMlFIZVo5WEk3OVMrU3BhVlZWTFUza3h1Zzlqd0QwellXK3U0dHc5M1p2bUI2Y3NMb0UrR28yNQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Exploring%20the%20Remarkable%20Journey%20of%20Cabeza%20De%20Vaca%20and%20the%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20of%20the%20Americas.pdf?k=WWlHakFJR2VwUkpQb1Q1Zm5OYSt4SUt6czE5R3ZXcElYbWZqeTdGdWxNV1dyclVnb0lZNlREMUZxaXFML2tUUGFUNktzQjNaS0c3MWdKR3lCMmVaSVFNTFBKTjJDRER0elR4aGM2NUlOa1k9:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Exploring%20the%20Remarkable%20Journey%20of%20Cabeza%20De%20Vaca%20and%20the%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20of%20the%20Americas.pdf?k=WWlHakFJR2VwUkpQb1Q1Zm5OYSt4SUt6czE5R3ZXcElYbWZqeTdGdWxNV1dyclVnb0lZNlREMUZxaXFML2tUUGFUNktzQjNaS0c3MWdKR3lCMmVaSVFNTFBKTjJDRER0elR4aGM2NUlOa1k9:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Notorious%20RBG%20Young%20Readers%20Edition%20An%20Inspiring%20Journey.pdf?k=eHd6UmhvWkc2MzNIVytzTlJwWTJFelFQWk5nUUFGSFlkTDVjZiswcWRwWTFnVXJ4a1RHWEY1dmtYZjJrTWc2T1p1eDJaY2d1QkhVMHA5clU4SFNtMy9ubGdUci9XYWQzZExqZVFISjZKcWM9:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Notorious%20RBG%20Young%20Readers%20Edition%20An%20Inspiring%20Journey.pdf?k=eHd6UmhvWkc2MzNIVytzTlJwWTJFelFQWk5nUUFGSFlkTDVjZiswcWRwWTFnVXJ4a1RHWEY1dmtYZjJrTWc2T1p1eDJaY2d1QkhVMHA5clU4SFNtMy9ubGdUci9XYWQzZExqZVFISjZKcWM9:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%20Era%20of%20Digital%20Change%20Exploring%20New%20Trends%20in%20Studies%20In%20Systems%20Decision%20And%20Control.pdf?k=a2tEM2lKcjBZNmFMTHpuV1Z3cnJGeHlSWnpzSU9yNXFHdlNiWFloaWZ1OEFOa0c0cXd2U0MxNWh2NUtqbHZqaGxNQmpYTXZhNGlSdU5yeGFjdHNnaDRodm1rT0pqVXd4VFFCVFJFR1RQMU9ZMjRPbjhRQXpXMFoyd0xGSDc1QmZxUXMzT3NXbTVKV0JudTUwQTdnemxQYXQxeVR2dVZKeTRsSGZrV3ZlcVpBMVZQeFpqdDVJTW1xY0dGY0FDRCta:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%20Era%20of%20Digital%20Change%20Exploring%20New%20Trends%20in%20Studies%20In%20Systems%20Decision%20And%20Control.pdf?k=a2tEM2lKcjBZNmFMTHpuV1Z3cnJGeHlSWnpzSU9yNXFHdlNiWFloaWZ1OEFOa0c0cXd2U0MxNWh2NUtqbHZqaGxNQmpYTXZhNGlSdU5yeGFjdHNnaDRodm1rT0pqVXd4VFFCVFJFR1RQMU9ZMjRPbjhRQXpXMFoyd0xGSDc1QmZxUXMzT3NXbTVKV0JudTUwQTdnemxQYXQxeVR2dVZKeTRsSGZrV3ZlcVpBMVZQeFpqdDVJTW1xY0dGY0FDRCta:f4


The Untold Story Revealed: The Kidnapping of
Edgardo Mortara – A Shocking Tale of Religious
Persecution
It was the year 1858 when an innocent boy named Edgardo Mortara was
brutally snatched away from his family in Bologna, Italy. Born to a Jewish
family, Edgardo's life took an...

Anna Bella Happy Hoppy Easter Fun In Flower
Easter is a joyous time for both kids and adults alike. It's a time when
families come together to celebrate new beginnings and the arrival of
spring. To make...

the kidnapping of edgardo mortara the kidnapping of edgardo mortara film

the kidnapping of edgardo mortara movie the kidnapping of edgardo mortara movie release date

the kidnapping of edgardo mortara steven spielberg the kidnapping of edgardo mortara summary

the kidnapping of edgardo mortara pdf the kidnapping of edgardo mortara spielberg

the kidnapping of edgardo mortara book the kidnapping of edgardo mortara trailer

http://epilogueepic.com/The%20Untold%20Story%20Revealed%20The%20Kidnapping%20of%20Edgardo%20Mortara%20%E2%80%93%20A%20Shocking%20Tale%20of%20Religious%20Persecution.pdf?k=T2poNGV6WHEvQ1lyeVo4bFR6T0syR09LT3djRTBiRFFoV0w4MldGTEJ2anhQUjU4UlZ0Nm1KeDV0Ty9oRzlQNw==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%20Untold%20Story%20Revealed%20The%20Kidnapping%20of%20Edgardo%20Mortara%20%E2%80%93%20A%20Shocking%20Tale%20of%20Religious%20Persecution.pdf?k=T2poNGV6WHEvQ1lyeVo4bFR6T0syR09LT3djRTBiRFFoV0w4MldGTEJ2anhQUjU4UlZ0Nm1KeDV0Ty9oRzlQNw==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Anna%20Bella%20Happy%20Hoppy%20Easter%20Fun%20In%20Flower.pdf?k=QUROWUFVeHR1eEd1MmZRclJkakRiQzB2M1BreVlyZUJWSzNXS0FzZ0RGRXhtcVNSM3hMRnBHVjRmamc1dkpSaw==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Anna%20Bella%20Happy%20Hoppy%20Easter%20Fun%20In%20Flower.pdf?k=QUROWUFVeHR1eEd1MmZRclJkakRiQzB2M1BreVlyZUJWSzNXS0FzZ0RGRXhtcVNSM3hMRnBHVjRmamc1dkpSaw==:f4

