
The Untold Story: The Invasion of Canada by
the Americans 1775-1776
When we think about the American Revolutionary War, we often envision the
clash between the British forces and the American colonists fighting for
independence. However, what is often overlooked is the lesser-known story of the
American invasion of Canada in 1775-1776. This dramatic chapter in history
sheds light on the ambitions, challenges, and ultimate failure of the American
attempt to invade its northern neighbor.

The Strategic Importance of Canada

During the American Revolution, Canada was a British territory that held
immense strategic significance. The American patriots recognized this and
believed that if they could successfully capture Canada, it would strengthen their
position against the British empire. Moreover, they hoped to gain the support of
French-speaking Canadians who were dissatisfied with British rule.

The invasion plan was ambitious, but it faced numerous obstacles. The American
forces under General Richard Montgomery and Benedict Arnold were tasked with
capturing Quebec City and Montreal, two key Canadian cities. However, they
soon discovered that their endeavor would not be as straightforward as they had
anticipated.
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The Initial Struggles

As winter descended upon the region, the American troops faced extreme
weather conditions and a lack of provisions. Many soldiers fell ill, and morale
started to decline. Despite these challenges, the Americans initiated their
offensive in late 1775.

In December 1775, General Montgomery led an attack on Quebec City. Though
the Americans managed to breach the city's defenses and enter, they faced fierce
resistance from the British and Canadian defenders. Tragically, General
Montgomery lost his life during the assault, dealing a significant blow to the
American army's morale.

Meanwhile, Benedict Arnold's forces faced a series of setbacks in their attempt to
capture Montreal, including a failed naval operation and the constant threat of
British reinforcements. The Americans struggled to maintain control of the areas
they had managed to capture, and many loyalists rose up against the invaders.

The Turning Point at Quebec City
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By spring 1776, the American forces found themselves in a precarious position.
Harsh winter conditions had taken their toll, and morale was at an all-time low. Sir
Guy Carleton, the British commander, launched a counteroffensive that pushed
the Americans out of Quebec City.

The failure of the American invasion of Canada was a turning point in the war. It
highlighted the significant challenges the patriots faced and served as a reality
check for their aspirations of capturing Canada.

The Legacy of the Invasion

Although the American invasion of Canada ultimately failed, it left a lasting impact
on the war. Firstly, it strained American resources and diverted attention from
other strategic objectives. The failed invasion also weakened the patriot cause,
leading to a decline in morale and recruitment.

Moreover, the invasion had significant implications for Canada. The failed
American attempt to capture the country stirred a sense of unity among
Canadians, fostered a stronger loyalty to the British crown, and diminished any
potential support for the American rebels.

In , the invasion of Canada by the Americans in 1775-1776 was a pivotal event in
the American Revolutionary War. It showcased the challenges faced by the
patriots and emphasized the strategic importance of Canada. While the invasion
was ultimately unsuccessful, it played a significant role in shaping the course of
the war and the perspectives of both the Americans and the Canadians involved.
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The Invasion of Canada by the Americans, 1775–1776 offers two significant,
insightful, and intriguing first-hand accounts of the Revolutionary War. These
previously untranslated and unpublished primary sources provide contrasting
viewpoints from a Loyalist French-Canadian administrative official, Jean-Baptiste
Badeaux, and a Patriot Continental officer, William Goforth. Compelling personal
interactions with friends and neighbors, and local and provincial-level leaders—as
occupier and occupied—are documented. Their stories climax during the two-
month period in early 1776 when Goforth was military governor of Three Rivers
and Badeaux served as his somewhat reluctant interpreter and unofficial advisor.
Including their experiences with Benedict Arnold and Quebec's Governor Guy
Carleton, as well as letters to Benjamin Franklin and John Jay, this unique book
provides diverse insights into the invasion of Canada and its immediate impact on
the people on both sides of the revolution.
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