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“Rose gives us intrigue, crossed signals, derring-do, and a priceles
slice of eighteenth-century life.... Think of Alan Furst with muskets.”
—Richard Brookhiser, author of Founding Father
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The American Revolutionary War was a time of uncertainty and intense conflict,
as the colonies fought for their independence against the powerful British Empire.

During this historical period, a group of courageous individuals formed what
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would become the first spy ring in American history, working covertly to gather

vital intelligence and aid the American cause. This is their untold story.

A Network of Espionage

In the midst of the Revolutionary War, General George Washington realized the
importance of acquiring classified information about the British forces' plans and
movements. To meet this need, he created the Culper Spy Ring, a secret network
of spies established in 1778. Led by Major Benjamin Tallmadge, the ring included
ordinary citizens, merchant sailors, and even a female agent, collectively working

to provide intelligence from British-held New York City.
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The success of the Culper Spy Ring relied heavily on the code names and
aliases used to maintain secrecy. For example, Washington himself was referred
to as "711," while Tallmadge was known as "John Bolton." The agents used
invisible ink, devised by James Jay, to transmit messages, which were then

hidden within correspondence or other seemingly harmless documents.

A Thrilling Tale of Intrigue
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The members of the Culper Spy Ring risked their lives in order to gather
information. One of the ring's most crucial sources was a man by the name of
Robert Townsend, code-named "Samuel Culper Jr." Townsend, a respected
merchant, had unlimited access to British-controlled areas of New York City. He
would gather intelligence on troop movements, provisions, and any other
pertinent information, which was then relayed to Tallmadge, who in turn

forwarded it to Washington.

Another crucial member of the spy ring was Anna Strong, who used her
seemingly innocuous clothesline to pass on secret messages. The number of
handkerchiefs she hung on the line would indicate a drop-off location, where

other agents would retrieve hidden packets containing crucial intelligence.
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The Culper Spy Ring's Impact

The intelligence provided by the Culper Spy Ring had a significant impact on the
outcome of the Revolutionary War. Their information helped Washington plan
battles, anticipate enemy maneuvers, and even uncover a plot by British General

Benedict Arnold to betray the American forces.
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Perhaps one of the most iconic moments involving the spy ring was their role in
uncovering the planned British attack on French forces stationed in Newport,
Rhode Island. Thanks to the Culper Spy Ring, Washington was able to send

reinforcements, resulting in a crucial victory for the American forces.

The Legacy of America's First Spy Ring

While the Culper Spy Ring's contributions to the American Revolution were
invaluable, their identities and actions were largely kept secret until decades after
the war ended. It wasn't until the 1930s that historians started to unravel the story
of these unsung heroes, shedding light on their bravery and dedication to

securing the nation's independence.

The story of America's first spy ring serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made
by ordinary individuals who went to extraordinary lengths to aid the cause of
freedom. Their story serves as an inspiration and a testament to the power of

intelligence and espionage in times of war and conflict.



In

The Culper Spy Ring played a pivotal role in the success of the American
Revolution. These underground agents risked their lives to gather vital
intelligence, contributing to crucial victories and uncovering treachery within their
own ranks. Their legacy lives on and serves as a testament to the indomitable

spirit of the American people.
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So the next time you think about the American Revolutionary War, remember the
untold story of the first spy ring. Their tales of intrigue and bravery are a powerful

reminder of the lengths to which ordinary citizens can go to defend their nation's

freedom.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - Turn: Washington’s Spies, now an original

series on AMC

Based on remarkable new research, acclaimed historian Alexander Rose brings
to life the true story of the spy ring that helped America win the Revolutionary
War. For the first time, Rose takes us beyond the battlefront and deep into the
shadowy underworld of double agents and triple crosses, covert operations and
code breaking, and unmasks the courageous, flawed men who inhabited this

wilderness of mirrors—including the spymaster at the heart of it all.

In the summer of 1778, with the war poised to turn in his favor, General George

Washington desperately needed to know where the British would strike next. To
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that end, he unleashed his secret weapon: an unlikely ring of spies in New York

charged with discovering the enemy’s battle plans and military strategy.

Washington’s small band included a young Quaker torn between political principle
and family loyalty, a swashbuckling sailor addicted to the perils of espionage, a
hard-drinking barkeep, a Yale-educated cavalryman and friend of the doomed
Nathan Hale, and a peaceful, sickly farmer who begged Washington to let him
retire but who always came through in the end. Personally guiding these
imperfect everyday heroes was Washington himself. In an era when officers were
gentlemen, and gentlemen didn’ t spy, he possessed an extraordinary talent for

deception—and proved an adept spymaster.

The men he mentored were dubbed the Culper Ring. The British secret service
tried to hunt them down, but they escaped by the closest of shaves thanks to their
ciphers, dead drops, and invisible ink. Rose’s thrilling narrative tells the unknown
story of the Revolution—the murderous intelligence war, gunrunning and
kidnapping, defectors and executioners—that has never appeared in the history
books. But Washington’s Spies is also a spirited, touching account of friendship

and trust, fear and betrayal, amid the dark and silent world of the spy.
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