
The Untold Story of How the Zulu Conquered
The March Of The Red Soldiers 1822-1888
In the annals of African history, few events have left such an indelible mark as the
Zulu conquest of the March of the Red Soldiers between 1822 and 1888. This
story, often overlooked and overshadowed by other historical events, is a
testament to the bravery and strategic brilliance of the Zulu warriors.

The Rise of the Zulu Empire

At the heart of this incredible tale lies the rise of the mighty Zulu Empire, a
kingdom forged by Shaka Zulu in the early 19th century. Shaka, a military genius
and visionary leader, united various tribes under a single banner and established
a warrior culture that would prove to be unmatched in the region.

The march of the Red Soldiers, also known as the Ndwandwe Alliance, posed a
significant threat to the Zulu Empire. Led by the formidable Zwide, the Ndwandwe
warriors were known for their red, ochre-dyed shields, striking fear into the hearts
of their enemies.
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The Clash of Empires

The clash between the Zulu and the Red Soldiers was inevitable. Their territories
overlapped, and their ambitions clashed. The stage was set for an epic battle to
determine the fate of the region.

From 1822 to 1828, a series of skirmishes and conflicts erupted as both empires
vied for supremacy. Shaka, with his unparalleled military strategies, managed to
repel the Red Soldiers time and time again. The Zulu warriors, armed with their
iconic ikwla stabbing spears and cowhide shields, proved to be a force to be
reckoned with.

As the war progressed, Shaka implemented innovative tactics and formations that
caught the Red Soldiers off guard. The famous "bull horn" formation, where the
Zulu warriors encircled their opponents from the flanks, became a defining
strategy that ensured their victories.

The Battle of Gqokli Hill

In 1828, the defining battle of the Zulu conquest occurred at Gqokli Hill. Zulu
warriors, led by Dambuza, faced off against the Red Soldiers in a battle that
would change the course of history. Despite being outnumbered, the Zulu forces
displayed unmatched bravery and tenacity.

As the battle raged on, the Zulu warriors managed to break the Red Soldiers'
formation and forced them into retreat. The victory at Gqokli Hill is often seen as
a turning point in the war, as it showcased the superiority of the Zulu military
tactics and the unyielding spirit of the Zulu warriors.
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The Fall of the Red Soldiers

Following the Battle of Gqokli Hill, the Red Soldiers were never able to recover
from their defeat. The Zulu warriors continued their campaign, relentlessly
pursuing their enemies and carving out a path of conquest.

By 1888, the Zulu Empire had firmly established its dominance over the March of
the Red Soldiers. The once-mighty alliance was reduced to scattered remnants,
and their red-ochre shields became a symbol of defeat and humiliation.

The Legacy of the Zulu Conquest

The Zulu conquest of the March of the Red Soldiers not only secured the Zulu
Empire's reign but also left a lasting impact on the future of the region. The
military strategies employed by Shaka and his warriors became legendary,
influencing subsequent African leaders and shaping the development of warfare
tactics.

The tale of the Zulu conquering the Red Soldiers serves as a reminder of the rich
history and fierce determination of African nations. It sheds light on a lesser-
known chapter, highlighting the strength and resilience of the Zulu warriors.

In , the Zulu conquest of the March of the Red Soldiers between 1822 and 1888
was an extraordinary feat that showcases the military might and strategic
brilliance of the Zulu Empire. This forgotten chapter of history deserves
recognition and reverence, reminding us of the remarkable legacy left by the Zulu
warriors.
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The first Britons to reach Zululand were a handful of shipwrecked traders. They
found themselves completely at the mercy of a nation whose name would
become a byword for ferocity and courage. The castaways were fearful of their
lives but, to their surprise, were well treated and prospered.

At the time, the Indian Ocean shoreline of the Zulu kingdom extended for almost
400 miles, whilst its inland frontiers reached as far as the Drakensberg
mountains. Fifty years later the kingdom had diminished by half, followed by a
threat that it would shortly cease to exist.

And so it was, in December 1878, as Cetshwayo ka Mpande, the Zulu king,
contemplated the British ultimatum with which he knew it would be impossible to
comply, he pondered on the past and with bitterness mused: ‘first came the
traders, then came the missionaries and then came the red soldiers’. But British
traders, missionaries and her red soldier army had been invidiously advancing
into Zululand for decades, their every encounter and demand bringing the red
soldiers closer to the Zulu army of 40,000 disciplined warriors – ‘the bravest of a
brave nation’.
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Zulu Conquered, with more than 90 vivid illustrations, describes the adventure,
treachery and rampage that ensued between Zulu, Boer and Briton during the
sixty years separating the arrival of the first white man to the destruction of the
Zulu army, the death of King Cetshwayo and, finally, the devastation of Zululand.
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