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The fur trade was an integral part of Canada's history, shaping its economy and
cultural landscape. While tales of famous fur traders like Radisson and
Groseilliers are well-known, there are many untold stories of the individuals
whose lives were intertwined with this trade. One such story is that of Catherine
Anenontha and Jean Durand Dit Lafortune, a remarkable Franco-Algonquin
family from Quebec.
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The Early Days

Catherine Anenontha, born in 1659, was a young Mohawk woman from the
Kahnawake region. Her beauty and intelligence were well-known among her
people, and it was during a visit to Quebec City that she caught the eye of Jean
Durand Dit Lafortune, a French fur trader.

Jean Durand Dit Lafortune was born in 1640 in Quebec. Coming from a family
deeply involved in the fur trade, he inherited his trade knowledge and connections
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from his father. With a passion for exploration and a desire for adventure, Jean
was quick to recognize Catherine's exceptional qualities.

Their Journey Begins

Against all odds and societal conventions of the time, Catherine and Jean fell
deeply in love and decided to embark on a life together. Their union was not only
a marriage of individuals but also a union of two cultures.

Catherine, with her Mohawk heritage, brought a unique perspective to the fur
trade. Her knowledge of the land and her fluency in multiple indigenous
languages gained her respect among the First Nations people. This, coupled with
Jean's expertise and connections with French fur trading companies, made them
a formidable team.

A Life of Challenges and Triumphs

Life in the fur trade was far from glamorous. The couple faced countless
challenges, including harsh weather conditions, long and dangerous journeys,
and the constant threat of rival traders. But their strength and determination
pushed them through.

With each successful trade, Catherine and Jean expanded their network and
wealth. Their reputation as fair and trustworthy traders grew among both the First
Nations and the French settlers. They became respected figures within the
community, fostering positive relationships between the indigenous peoples and
the fur trading industry.

Legacy and Heritage

Catherine and Jean's marriage was blessed with children, who were raised in a
multicultural environment. Their children carried on the family legacy, becoming



important figures in the fur trade and establishing their own trading posts.

The Durand Dit Lafortune family's strong connection with the indigenous culture
played a crucial role in strengthening the bond between the communities. They
acted as intermediaries, bridging the gap and fostering understanding among all
parties involved.

Their Impact on Quebec's History

Catherine Anenontha and Jean Durand Dit Lafortune, through their unwavering
dedication and resilience, left an indelible mark on Quebec's history. They
contributed not only to the fur trade but also to the social and cultural fabric of the
region.

Their legacy lives on, reminding us of the importance of acknowledging and
celebrating the diverse contributions of all individuals involved in shaping our
history. Their story serves as a testament to the bonds that can be formed across
cultures and the power of unity.

Preserving Their Memory

To honor Catherine Anenontha and Jean Durand Dit Lafortune's legacy, it is
essential for us to continue learning and sharing their story. Their story deserves
recognition as a symbol of hope, resilience, and cultural exchange.

Let us celebrate the rich history of the fur trade families of Quebec, and especially
the remarkable story of Catherine Anenontha and Jean Durand Dit Lafortune,
whose love and passion for both their cultures brought positive change to our
nation.
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Catherine Anenontha, Huron daughter of Nicolas Anenontha (killed by the
Iroquois 17 Mar 1649) and Jeanne Otrihouandit (died Jul 1654). Catherine
married three times.

She and her first husband Jean Durand dit Lafortune were the parents of three
children:
1. Marie-Catherine Durand, who married Mathurin Cadot dit Poitevin, with
descendants who traveled west with the fur trade. Notable descendants are Jean
Baptiste Cadot, Laurent Cadotte Sr. and Jr., Jean Baptiste Marcellais, Pierre
Dumas, Joseph Paul Durand, and brothers Jean Baptiste Wells and Francois
Xavier Welsh.
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2. Ignace Durand, who married Marie-Catherine Miville, with no known
descendants.
3. Louis Durand, who married Elisabeth-Agnes Michel, with descendants who
remained in Quebec.

Catherine's second husband was Jacques Couturier. They were parents of six
children. All of the descendants from this union remained in Quebec.

Catherine's third husband was Jean Lafond, previously married to Catherine
Senecal. There are no known children of Jean Lafond and Catherine Anenontha.

This series is a revision of the series “First Metis Families of Quebec”. Included in
this revision will be witnessed events and notes for baptisms, marriages, burials,
employment history, scrip applications, involvement in the Riel Resistance,
censuses, treaties, annuity payments, etc. There are significant additions to this
edition.
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